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Vatican leader calls х У E Church experts tell brides: 
for ‘Da Vinci’ boycott e HILIPPINE DATEL No backless gowns, please 


ROME—A VATICAN OFFICIAL ON FRIDAY CALLED. 


~ 


и LIFESTYLE /CI 7 


By Christian V. 
tor a boycott of the coming "The Da Vinci Code" fim, Esguerra 


saying it contained “slanderous” offenses against 1 S 
Christianity hat would have provoked a worldwide Б BRIDES ARE AGAIN RE- 
revolt had they been directed against Islam or the F minded to keep those 


Holocaust, an Italian news agency reported. [уен cpa * 
Msgr. Angelo Amato—Pope Benedict XVI's for- i-strappet ms out of 

merNo.2manwhenBenedictvasheadoftheCon- | _ d S FEARLESS VIEWS | teaa 

 gregation of the Doctrine of the Faith—made the SABE a —— лш ашшы] Church experts who 
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. , Militant groups vow Workers 


to retake Mendiola Warned on 
By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. agenda of 


and Luige A. del Puerto middle class 
SCORES OF MILITANTS TRIED TO INVADE А 

the Edsa Shrine yesterday, but police drove By Amando Doronila 

them back, giving them a foretaste of what THE WORKING CLASS SHOULD 


i ith be marching today to push their 
could happen if they pushed forward with бета fora fairer share of the 


their plan to retake Mendiola Bridge in La- nation’s wealth, but if they don't 
look out, nonworking-class mili- 
bor Day protests today. tants will push them out of their 
No one was hurt in the scuffles “We will definitely try to reach day in ће streets and hijack Labor 
x traffic was snarled for hours, Mendiola,” said Carl Ala, Day to serve political interests 
glass door of a nearby drug- spokesperson of the Kilusang that have little to do with advanc- 
c was shattered, and two po- Magbubukid ng Pilipinas. But he ing workers’ 
men were seen on television added: “We will push to get to interests. 
ing a protester immobilized Mendiola, but not to the extent ANALYSIS "ie na- 
he ground by pinninghimon that we would end up hurting tion  cele- 
ape with their feet. people.” brates Labor Day today under the 
rushing aside police appeals, The protesters have designated trauma of two events. 
ant leaders vowed to bring various assembly points around First, the May 1, 2001, storm- 
г protests today to historic the capital prior to linking up at ing of Malacafiang by the 
\diola—now called the Don the Liwasang Bonifacio and Plaza lumpen-proletarian cohors of 
hino Roces Bridge—to drama- Miranda in Manila later in the former President Joseph Estrada 
their demand for higher day protesting his arrest on charges of 
and President Macapa- “We're mobilizing around plunder. 
Arroyo's removal from office. 30,000. That's just Bayan forces,” Second, the declaration of a 
r demonstrators, the bridge Ala said. national emergency on Feb. 24, in 
s been a historic symbol of re- “T's up to them if they will go response to a military coup at- 
nce to unpopular govern- there (Mendiola),” the Presi- tempt which had absolutely no 
ts. Protesting farmers, stu- dents chief of staff, Michael De- relation to working-class inter- 
‘sand others have been killed fensor, said ina phone interview. ests. In a case of obtuse political 
md Mendiola since the re- Defensor said that at press thinking, the Arroyo administra- 
sive days of the Ferdinand time, there was “no solid threat” tion included working-class lead- 
‘cos dictatorshiy against the administration. ers, especially the Left (for exam- 
slice have barred rallies  “Butwe're ready,” he said. ple Representatives Crispin Bel- 
round the bridge and, during Вой the military and the na- tran and Satur Ocampo), in the 
ast demonstrations, set up tional police placed their forces crackdown on an alleged multi- 


> barbed wire and other barri- around Metro Manila on full class coup conspiracy to over- 
POLICEMEN pin down Ronald Crisologo, a militant from Southern Tagalog, outside amallneartheEdsa ^ cades, including container vans, alert. throw the government. 


Shrine where protesters held a rally on the eve ofthe Labor Day commemoration. Crisologowas arrested to block any temps by rallies “Youdon’twantustobe aught These two evens set the tone 
after protesters ran after а р‹ утап who took their banners, but he was later released. awra to get near the Palace. LABOR DAY/ A22 WORKERS/ A22 


Mutineer — Labor has priority over capital, says CBCP head 


: Christine О, Avendaño work" count in the just ordering of soci- other for the good ofthe country” ed “a reasonable wage hike" ham- 
prevention and Michael Lim Ubac Inastatementon his Web blog, ety" he said. mered out by the tripartite re- 
the Jaro archbishop stressed that Тһе Second Plenary Council of President Macapagal-Arroyo is gional wage boards. 
WHATEVER JUSTIFICATION there should be “interdepen- the Philippines, whose priorities set to announce today a “strong “А middle ground can be 
By Nikko Dizon Workers need for their protests dence and complementarity” to included transforming the local package of amelioration mea- reached ifall sides are focused on 
today, they got it fom Alehbish- achieve economic progress, quot- Church into a “Church of the sures” for workers, according to common goals and principles, 
NAVY 17. ANTONIO TRILLANES op Angel Lagdameo, president of ingfrom the "Compendium ofthe poor” recognized the “priority of Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye. mainly the good of the nation,” 
T detained for the 2003 Oak- the 122-member Catholic Bish- Social Teachings of the Church.” labor over capital,” Lagdameo He did not give details. Bunye said. 
wood mutiny, has earned a de- ops Conference of the Philip. Lagdameo noted that in any noted. “Because we have made signif- The last time the wage board in 
gree in public administration, pines. social question, “the rights of the “Labor Day can be a happy oc- icant gains in the economy, we Metro Manila granted a pay raise 
Submitting final paperthatiron- Lagdameo yesterday lamented weak, the dignity of the poor, and casion for labor and capital/gov- сап now pay back the people, es- was on June 16, 2005—a P25 
ically dealt with “Preventing Mili- that workers in the Philippines the obligation of the rich, the per- ernment to express to each other pecially the working class,” Bun- daily minimum wage increase 
tary Interventions.” were “oftentimes deprived of the fecting of justice through charity, how much they need each other ye said ina statement. 
He was not present at last 
week's graduation ceremonies at ‘ . : 
the University of the Philippines’ M t N | 
ветено the ве MAOIST gains In ера 
ministration and Governance 
(NCPAG) in Diliman, Quezon 4 1 
Um se" inspire CPP leader 
But the 35-year-old officer has 
managed to channel his frustra- 
tions at the government through s5, SOMEWHERE IN SOUTHERN 
what seemed to be a benign aca- din Luzon—From his coconut leaf 
demic requirement, which he ет" k hut deep in the forest, Gregorio 
completed during the summer Rosal, one of the country’s most 
term of May 2004, shortly before wanted men, smiles in admira- 
the presidential election. tion at the recent success of 
From his cell at the Intelligence Nepal's Maoist rebels. 
Service of the Armed Forces of $ “Their advance has been in- 
the Philippines (Isafp), Trillanes spiring,” the chief spokesperson 
wrote a 37-page paper that ana- 4 z of the Communist Party of the 
lyzed policies purportedly being Philippines (CPP) told Reuters. 
implemented by President Maca- “Ies the protracted people's war 
pagal-Arroyo's administration to that Mao practiced in China.” 
prevent coups. Nepal's rebels loosely aligned 
He used the Oakwood incident themselves with mainstream po- 
asa jump-off point for discussion, litical parties and forced the auto- 
concluding that administration cratic king to cede power this 
measures did not address issues week. 
the rebels raised when they as- s The CPP and its armed wing, 
saulted the Oakwood Suites in the New People’s Army, have 
Makati City in July 2003. А EN been waging the world's longest 
Trillanes warned against fu- 5 communist insurgency. They | STILLSIMMERING 
ture coups and a possible civi up- # want a similar tie-up With dis- | For the second time in over a month, Mount Bulusan in Sorsogon spewed ash and steam during an 
rising and stressed the need fora GREGORIO "Ka Roger” Rosal, gruntled soldiers and political op- | eruption last Saturday. Government voleanologists have appealed to the public to report thieves 
president with "strong political Communist Party spokesperson, Position groups to oust President | Who are taking thelr monitoring equipment. 
MUTINEER/AB talks about people power in Nepal. maostan L 7192 ás ma uA 
rre rt Y T i ANA PTE I: LLL TEE ESO OES SEN EE TE DEEL EO EET 
Lj ^ А * з 1 
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FORECAST: Visayas and Mindanao wil experience mostly cloudy Tego Party Саму hud wth Rains 
shes with scattered cinstouers and isolated thunderstorms. The Lex Pasty uty (hut wn Ras 
Tast o the country wl be partly cloudy to at imes соу wih isolat- ‘lak оле Paty Соиб Gen. Santos Cloudy wih Ras 
A rahshowers or thunderstorms позду in the altemoon or тюй Рану Соз Zamboanga Coud with Rains 
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Palace warned on emer 


By T] Burgonio “If the rally will turn violent, 1 
think it would be good for the 

N government to reimpose PP 1017 

SENATORS YESTERDAY WARNED MALACANANG foge peoples scan said Б: 
that it risked facing another suit and further public вет Layson, interfaith coordina- 


outrage if it reimposes an emergency decree and {or of the Archdiocese of Cotaba- 


tramples on workers’ right to peaceably assemble But Layson said he was hoping 
at today’s Labor Day activities. that the reimposition of PP 1017 
would not curtail the Filipino 

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon said the newspaper, has been questioned people's basic rights. 

Palace would trigger a strong before the Supreme Court. On Saturday, Malacafiang 
public backlash if it issued a dec- Opposition Sen. Panfilo “Ping” threatened to reimpose а PP 
laration similar to Presidential Lacson said the threat to reim- 1017-like declaration if today's 
Proclamation No. 1017 to quell pose emergency rule would only street demonstrations turned into 
an armed challenge at today’s na- further fan the ire of the public, an armed challenge against Presi- 
tionwide rallies. particularly workers who he said dent Macapagal-Arroyo. 

"| they again proclaim PP меге not plotting anything ех “We will take this course if the 
1017 and mountillegal acts, such cept to mark Labor Day today, rallies turn out to be a cover for 
as warrantless arrests, they can “Е you scare people off from ап armed component to topple 
beheld accountable in the future. joining today's rallies and pre- this administration,” Presidential 
Remember PP 1017 did not give empt them from doing what they Chief of Staff Michael Defensor 
additional powers to the Presi- wanted to do, you will only spark said. 
dent,” Biazon said in а phone in- тоге anger,” he said in an inter- The threat came on the heels of 
terview. view over dzBB. a reported plot by the Left and the 

Senate Majority Leader Francis Senate Minority Leader Aquili- opposition, dubbed “Oplan 
Pangilinan said there was norea- no Pimentel Jr. also branded the Manggagawa,” to unseat Ms Аг. «HEY, PM UP HERE? 


son for Malacafiang to issue an- threat to reimpose an emergency royo through a wave of coordi A < А n * 
prises i ну аара ачар Anakpawis party-list representative and labor leader Crispin Beltran waves to supporters and the media, 


nated street protests at strategic from his room at the Philippine Heart Center in Quezon Cit is i 
p t * il ity where he is confined ' for treatment following. 
E кечыш teas ML Erde ru dL See ees from dawn ps arrest over a month ago on rebellion charges. Today marks thefirst timein 20 years “Ka Bel”has =” 
achieve its goals without having ^ "Gloraisbuldingsrawmen and Militant groups, partly spurred missed being at the forefront of the Labor Day celebration. Bar 
to resort to such superfluous shadow-boxing, hoping to scare by the Supreme Courts ruling ^ 
edicts. It would do well for Mala- people from joining Labor Day declaringthe"calibrated preemp- would snowball into a peoples dain January 2001 Bangsamoro party-list group, 
cafiangtto listen to reason and so- demonstrations. My advice: о tive response” policy unconstitu- revolt that could topple her ad- “Remember, soldiers | are said the rallies would only turn 
briety rather than to excessive- jump into Manila Bay Bring JDV tional, had been mobilizing thou- ministration. watching what’shappening inthe violent “if antiriot policemen at- 

ness and over-reaction,” he said. (Jose de Venecia) and Puno (Secre- sands of members in фе “Malacañang is scared of the streets. A sustained and enlarged tempt to disperse and harass us. 
PP 1017, which laid the basis tary Ronaldo Puno) with you.” metropolis and across the coun- Labor Day rallies snowballing in- rally could very well be the trig- In Mindanao, about 60,000 
for the week-long state of nation-  Malacafiang’s plan to reimpose try for today's protests. toa sustained demonstration and ger of a withdrawal of support. protesters will converge on major 
al emergency in late February а decree similar to PP 1017, how- But Biazon dismissed the re- rally that will duplicate Edsa I" That's what Malacañang is afraid cities to demand an increase in the 
that saw the warrantless arrest of ever, yesterday received the sup- ported fresh plan to oust Ms Ar- he said, referring to the military- of,” he said. minimum wage and to oppose 
protesters, party-list congress- portofa Catholic priest in Central royo today, saying Malacafiang backed people's revolt that top- ‘Zainab Ampatuan, deputy sec- Charter change. — With Jeoffrey 
men and critics, and a raidona Mindanao. only feared that today’s rallies pled then President Joseph Estra- retary general of the Suara Maitem, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


es Кыт Есме Guingona urges 
"Quaere Jou 


7 | Bataan folk to 
recall signatures 


By Greg Refraccion tract, OFW fund scam, etc. "They 
PDI Central Luzon Desk are doing this so we would forget 
about anomalies in government.” 
BALANGA CITY—FORMER VICE "Тһе move for Charter change 
President Teofisto Guingona Jz has must emanate from the people 
appealed to Bataan residents to themselves, not from President 
withdraw theirsignatures from the Arroyo. The people's initiative 
petition to amend the Constitution must come from the people, not 
through a people's initiative from Malacafiang,"hesaid. 

“Bawiin ninyo ang pima niyo Guingona also dismissed the 
(Take back yoursignatures),"Guing- claims that a parliamentary forin 
опа told participants at a forum on of government would stop graft 
Charter change here on Saturday. ап corruption. 

Guingona said the Arroyo ad- “That's not true; that would de- 
ministration was just exploiting pend on the people who would 
the peoples lack of understand- compose parliament. With the 
ing of the Charter change issue to parliamentary system, there will 
achieve its goal—to extend Presi- be no more accountability, no 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's term. more check and balance,” he said. 

“if you have already signed ap- Lawyer Dante Ilaya, former 
proving the Charter change, you governor of the Integrated Bar of 
may execute an affidavit to recall the Philippines in Central Luzon, 
your signature." he said during the said the constitutional change bé 
forum organized by the Kiusan para ing pushed by the Arroyo admi, 
за Pambansang Demokrasya (KPD). _, istration was “grossly unconstitu- 

Guingona told the forum that ‘ tional” since there was no ej- 
the Arroyo administration was abling law to support the move. 
pursuing the Charter change “It is not the people who are 


À Й t for its pursuing Charter change but the 
Bili na ng  ТВЕМЕ MAGIC SING products рага sa Pen Gnd to бет the Arroyo sdministration Ше B 
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See poster апа tyes for dota Pump prices rise 
anew by 50€ /liter 


Mal More By Abigail L. Ho Energy showed that the regional 
бағотим Business Centers. dern benchmark Dubai erude surged 


r $ @ D THE MAJOR OIL COMPANIES toan April average of $64.13 a 
prag SHODWISE NS = | yesterday raised the pump prices barrel from $57.82 а barrel in 
i) (ЕСЕП айы КЕШ шшш OF their gasoline, diesel and March 


JCsPiCE qu > © Kerosene by 50 centavos per liter Тће price of unleaded gasoline 
29: 1 


Ма ee one. as world oil prices continued to based on the Mean of Platts Sin- 


GAISANO 
cuj makro emacs А: пиву APPLIANCE surge to record highs. gapore (MOPS) benchmark for 
Exc] ma owe leading the price hike was refined petroleum products like- 


Optimum Trader. 3, е 

pu © Magie ee — ВРХ OR ТЫРА, | Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corp. wise soared to $80.90 a barrel in 

Mene Castor НЕСОРРОВА ишкен, | which adjusted pump prices at the first 27 days of April from last 
FES арриза (Зен TION EMCOR  Bübaserwo NE FES") 2.01 a.m. Sunday. Petron Corp. month's average of $69.64 a bar- 
METRO MANILA QUAFOLBMONDO cei Arata nce 2 eg aces мыо Ss Genet | and Chevron Philippines Ine. fol- rel 
May tue Po OREL MAREA ЛТ Jum Appinces 7031024 JD Electronic 363080: Jay'a Elocrories 734-9904,» unt 734-1010 MAG АздолЛао 200-472 Миті : T i 
fr ne ab БЕО, Je pene en ene Sa атанга: | owed suitar Gam. on thesame -MOPS basen, DEM mr 
ШШ MALATE MAKATI IPARABAGUE PASIGLMUNTINLUPA A longa 492-1461 an Video 0291018: Sohan Audio & Video Iar 16Z7-1171-Phasetron Audio Systane | CY. $86.59 a barrel in the Ар! 
Ты MAATTI MANATI PARAON PASAT), REI ONL аа: Ra оак gii Vico mamas | Ас б ала, today Teal (Philip. period from $77.99 a barrel la 
п мото Store Buenos (L1) 237-2000, Dnatpran > GOL Mamtrand (04) 473-7202 BONOL шла слу Mal (03) 411-380 - CAVITE V. OMns | pines) Corp. and Unioil month. WEEDS 
m БАТАА остра Kings (S1 A. S37, M. Miranda 022) 202.3019- DAVAG Fetrelce 0827227 2545- ILOCOS NORTE Reston Trading (077)7703410-LA | Petroleum Philippines Inc. also These new price adjustments 
 UNIQN BHF Corp”! nai Bazaar Video City "LAQAQ Family Trade House» New [pdia Dept. Store (077) 772 0679.(077) 772-0478 - Alad Marketing (077) 170-3257 - LAGUNA MSC increased their fuel prices. bring premium unleaded gasQ- 
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Mansin ChyBranch 31-90 = LUGEMA Recio (02273-1777 -Normal Marketing (042)710-4817 - QLONGAPO Ocampo's longepe, Inc. (47)222-4444,47)223-3900,(047)2222948* | Petroleum Corp. will raise prices P39.26 per liter, diesel to be- 
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uasupacroneo т ronea se | unabated rise in intemational oil These pump price ranges aie 
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US: Corruption hindering 
RP antiterror campaign 


By Nikko Dizon ed and exported goods at airports country report is required by the dence,” continue to be among 
and seaports while the Bureau of US Congress to “provide an as- the stumbling blocks in "build- 
‘THE US DEPARTMENT OF STATE Immigration monitors the move- sessment of terrorism world- ing effective terrorism cases in 
has expressed concern over the ment of foreigners going in and wide,” according to the US Em- the Philippines,” the report 
rampant corruption at the Ви out ofthe country. bassy website. noted. 
reaus of Customs and Immigra- 1а its report, the US state de- — Aside from the lure of cor. Тһе problems include “таш. 
tion which could compromise the partment also expressed alarm ruption, the report said the pant corruption,” “low morale” 
country’s antiterror campaign over the “growing cooperation” Philippines border manage- and “lack of cooperation between 
andreMderitvulnerabletotérror. among Islamist terrorist organi- ment system has been strug- police and prosecutors,” among 
istattacks. ations in the country, namely gling against "poor physical others, the report said. 

Tm a report, the US said that the Jemaah Islamiyah (JD, the and information, technology Another cause for concern 
corruption in these agencies had Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) and the infrastructure and insufficient the report said, was the terror- 
Weakened the Philippines border Rajah Sulaiman Movement capital and human resources; ists’ “technically sophisticated 
protection against the possible (RSM). increased traffic and antiquat- explosive devices” which were 
Entry of suspected terrorists into із a “major, and disturbing, ed facilities that overburden used in various bombing inci- 
the country. trend in the Philippines," the re- airports and seaports.” dents around the country last 

“Understaffed customs and im- port said. Without elaborating, the re- year. 
migration offices, manned by un- Тће US state department’ lat- port said the US "has made some _ Nevertheless, the report said, 
dertrained and underpaid offi. est assessment of the Philippines’ headway in assisting the Philip the Philippines had also made 
cials, are extremely vulnerable to fight against terrorism was in- pines in border management sys- significant progress in its fight 
corruption,” the US state depart- cluded in its 2005 Country Re- tems". against terrorism last year, partic- 
ment said. ports on Terrorism released on Тһе absence of an antiter- ularly with the arrest and convic- 

The Bureau of Customs over- April 28. rorism law, аз well as the “re- tion of several suspected terror- 
sees the entry and exit of import- Тһе state department's annual strictions in gathering evi- 


Noli padlocks NorthRail settlers’ homes 


‘AT LEAST 10 HOUSES IN A RE- after inspecting the houses in Earlier, the Vice President sponding penalty 

settlement area for informal set- Northville S, Barangay Batia in warned that the selling of houses Не said neither the seller nor 
‘Hers were ordered padlocked the Bocaue, Bulacan. in resettlement areas provided by the buyer of an illegally sold 
Жет day by Vice President Noli Не also castigated those who the government under the house inthe relocation site would 
„de Castro after he confirmed that sold their houses. NorthRail resettlement project be spared from punishment be- 
“these had been sold by their ben- “Binalaan ko na kayo noon was illegal. cause both would be evicted from 
ficiaries to non-qualified per- pero hindi kayo nakinig. Despite the lack of funds, he the project. 

sons for the money. Ngayon, kailangan ninyong said, the government was still Не said the МНА would be | HAND OF FRIENDSHIP 

X furious De Gastro, chair of pagsisihan ang inyong matiti- spending millions of pesos to pro- morethan glad ofind other qual- | Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo calls on Malaysia Prime 

“the Housing and Urban Develop- gas na шо (I warned you be- vide housing for qualified benefi- ified beneficiaries to occupy the | Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi in the course of the 6th 
ient Coordinating Council fore but you did not listen. сіагіез in order for them to have houses. Philippines-Malaysia joint Commission Meeting held recently in 
(HUDCC), directed the National Now, you have to suffer the  decentlives. De Castro said that the selling | Kat Lumpur Romulo asked Malaysia to help the Philippines in 
Housing Authority to effect the consequences of your being But since some of the reloca- and leasing of the houses award- | its bid for observer status in MON че 
Housing Authority по обед Ве herd headed), De Castro told tees proved to be very stubborn, ed to beneficiaries violated the | Conference and thanked К for is important role in the GRP- 
residents. those who had sold their new De Castro said, he had no other rules of the NorthRail relocation | Му Е peace process. dim n 

* De Castro ordered the closure houses. recourse but to impose the corre- program. Cynthia D. Balana асаа) 


Violence mars demolition 
at Subic shipyard project 


By Allan Macatuno ed the failure of officials of Han- 
PDI Central Luzon Desk jin, a Korean shipping company, 
to provide proper compensation 
SUBIC, ZAMBALES—VIOLENCE for their houses and the lack of a 
broke out on Saturday when resi- relocation area. 
dents of Sitio Agusuhin here resist- They also denounced the pres- 
ed the demolition oftheirhomes at ence of soldiers in their village, say- 
the construction site for the coun- ing this only added to the tension 
“ay’s largest shipbuilding facility. that had gripped the site since the 
^" Atleast two persons меге hurt, start of construction in February. 
including a five-year-old girl, af- Mayor Jeffrey Khonghun said 
‘er they refused to leave their they have started transferring 
“home while it was being demol- residents to the relocation site in 
thed, said Resy Asero, a resident Sitio Mahumiling in Barangay 


“of the area. Cawag here. 3 h |' 
"i The demolition of some public “At least 70 families have been 4 inc es, 
structures in the area also sparked relocated to the new site and we 


X commotion between the res- have sared co build school | back into m 


‘dents and the demolition team. buildings in time for the next 
"Н The conflict erupted two days | school year,” he said. 

before the scheduled visit of Pres- Не said the local government 
ient Macapagal-Arroyo for the of Subic was responsible for the 
groundbreaking ceremony of the relocation of more than 300 af- 7 3 

{fhipbuilding project. fected families that would be dis- m È 

it “They imposed a forced demoli- placed by the project. 1 5 uet а 
“Gon of our houses despite ourstrong Hanjin has signed а $1-billion UCL 
„брой, What wil happen хо us (P51 billion) agreement with the 

Tow?" Asero told the qune. Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority | Lass 4 ° 

10 Some 200 residents formed a for the lease of the property for its F 4 X h 
"Human barricade to prevent the shipyard here. » inc es 


intry of the demolition team. "Тһе relocation site is now 


Р • Я 
They refused to leave their hous- ready to accept these residents. | i ffo ? 

"lis until they were transferred to We are just waiting for them to Н [ OSUC 10 И т р ounds 
tthe relocation site. voluntarily leave their houses,” = • 3 


„The affected residents protest- Khonghun said. 


‘South Korea gives more | Ne О thanks! me 3 months 
for children of veterans |. н] 


further $100,000 (P5.1 million) rean government for its contin- О D 
sehen program for de шар suppor Flipino Korean oo .BODY-BUDDIES 
pendents of Filipino soldiers who War veterans. He said the PVAI PC YS ij "n i 
Served during the Korean War in Һай asked South Korea to also OR! my friends are sweet-talking 
,1950-55. support other livelihood pro- E 


"South Korean Ambassador jects that would benefit the 7 How to get ^. their husbands to give them a 
опр Jong Ki recently turned the Peftok veterans and their de- FAT ©? g Marie France Program!" 
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Flat is beautiful. Flat is the ultimate design in air conditioning systems. 
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Davao most 
competitive 
city-study 


DAVAO CITY—THIS CITY WAS ADJUDGED 
anew the most competitive among the coun- 
try's largest cities based on the 2005 Philip- 
pine Cities Competitiveness Ranking Project 
{PCCRP) conducted by the Asian Institute of 
‘Management (AIM) Policy Center. 

| It was the second time the city drew the 
highest ranking in the PCCRP study, the first 
time being іп 2002, 

‘Also rated as competitive cities in the re- 
dent AIM study were Makati, Las Piñas, 
Marikina and Muntinlupa. 
| ‘AIM professor Mario Lopez presented the 

tudy during last week's Mindanao Coalition 
for Transparent Governance (MCTAG) forum 
held at the Apo View Hotel here. 
| Lopez said the AIM study measured seven 
major "drivers" with corresponding indica- 
tors such as the cost of doing business, d; 
Samism of local economy, linkages and acc 
sibility, human resources and training, infr 
tructure, responsiveness of the city to bu: 
less needs, and quality of life. 
| He said Davao City ranked first in the cost of 
joing business, second in both dynamism of 
local economy and linkages and accessibility. It 
Was 3rd in infrastructure, 4th in quality of life, 
6th in responsiveness to business needs, and 
‘ith in human resources and training. 
‘Lopez said the 2005 PCCRP study rated 65 

tities in three categories—metropolitan, mid- 
size and small. 

} He said the city's poor performance in hu- 
таап resources and training might have been 
the result of the low ratio of its schools to the 
Appropriateness of the courses offered. 

*' Roberto Teo, chief of the Davao City Invest- 
Теп Promotion Center, said the 2005 rating 
‘meant the city was headed in the right direction. 

“With an average economy of P100 billion 
dnd an improving economic performance, the 
ity will surely continue-to be on top of other 
Philippine cities in terms of competitiveness," 
he said. 

‘Lopez said the study showed that the most 
competitive mid-sized сійез were Bacolod, 
Batangas, lligan, Пойо and San Fernando, 
Pampanga, and the most competitive small 
cities, Dagupan, Legazpi, Koronadal, Naga, 
Olongapo, San Fernando, La Union; Sta. 
Rosa, Surigao, Tagbilaran and Tagum. Judy 
Quiros, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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‘Maximo, ‘Masahista’ top Italian gay film fest 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
end Se | Entertainment 


ay TWO FILIPINO DIGITAL MOVIES, ‘ANG PAG- 
dadalaga ni Maximo Oliveros” and 


“Masahista,” won top awards at the 21st Turin. 
International Gay and Lesbian Film Festival 
held in Italy from April 20 to 27. (See related 
story in Inquirer Entertainment, p. A2-1). 

Ufo Pictures’ “Maximo,” directed by Au- 
raeus Solito and written by Michiko Yamamo- 
to, won for Best Feature Film. Gee Entertain- 
ment and Centerstage's “Masahista,"directed 
by Brillante Mendoza and written by Boots 
Agbayani Pastor, won the Audience Award in 
the video prog 

“Turin is considered one of the biggest gay 
and lesbian film festivals in Europe, if not the 
world,” Mendoza, who had just arrived in 
Manila, told the INQumem in a phone interview. 
“Ies of the same caliber as the Outfest in Los 
Angeles, where ‘Masahista was also invited." 

Mendoza attended the week-long event in 
Italy and was present at the awards ceremony 
held at the Multisala Teatro Nuovo on April 
27. 

He described his win as “unexpected... The 
program director Cosimo Santoro told me 
that audience members didn’t usually fill up 
the feedback forms after a screening,” Men- 
doza said, “But they made an exception for 
‘Masahista’ and gave it their unanimous 
vote.” 

He said the Turin film fest was fun. “There 
was a tribute to [gay icon] Cher and the pre- 
senters at the awards show were drag 
queens," Mendoza said. 

‘Apart from the gay and lesbian festival, 
Turin is also famous for the Shroud of Turin, 
an ancient relic believed by the Catholic faith- 
ful to have been the burial cloth used to wrap 
the body of Jesus Christ. 

Mendoza also accepted the award on behalf 
of "Maximo," after director Solito's speech sent 
ina letter was read at the ceremony. 

“Solito said that ‘Maximo’ was a film of 
sharing, that the cast and crew shared their 
talents in making the movie,” Mendoza said. 

In the citation, Turin's international jury 


FIVE YEARS AGO TODAY, BRAVE AND lauded "Maximo" for going "beyond the con- 


fines of sexual identity to tell а story of familiar 


OPPRESSED FILIPINOS IN PURSUIT OF ea alas meee oe 

JUSTICE AND FREEDOM MARCHED IN Ern 

PEACEFUL PROTEST TO MALACANANG. Becerra he e AUR 
THEY BORE NO ARMS. 


THE DALY 


THEY WERE MET BY AHAIL OF SNIPER . td серет 
BULLETS. SEVENTEEN DIED. «a Joseph, the Worker 


IstReading: Gen 1:26-2:3 (or Col 3:14- 
15, 17, 23-24) 

Gospel: Matthew 13:54-58 

Jesus went to his hometown and taught 


FILIPINOS MOURN * pe the people in their synagogue. They were. 


amazed and said, "Where did he get this 


THE DEATH OF THE RULE OF LAW AND .: pd 

ў , Ju- 
PRAY FOR THE SPEEDY DEMISE cure pes PT 
ing here? How did he get all this?" And so 


e ч THE RULE OF FORCE. l they took offense at him. 


Jesus said to them, "The only place 
where prophets are not welcome is their 


A hometown and in their own family.” And 
T he did not perform many miracles there 
- 9 because of their lack of faith. 
е,‘ ‘Commentary 

Weare made in the image of God who did 
the work of creation, making all things 
good, And we were given dominion over all 
the earth and its creatures. Dominion- 
meaning "lord," —but we are to lord it over 
the earth the way God lords over us, his cre- 
ation, caring for it, protecting it and nur- 
turing it, safekeeping it and passing it 
along, so that all enjoy its richness and see 
in it the glory of the Maker. 

Jesus is the son of Joseph the carpenter, 
who worked to keep Jesus alive, protecting. 
him and Mary from violence, breaking the 
law to save their lives and provide for them. 
Today we honor Joseph who adopted Jesus, 
the son of God as his own beloved son, and 
taught him how to bea man-a human being 
and a Jew-how to walk the earth with us. 
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Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous 
to your health 


is 

Trillanes had enrolled at the 
college during the first semester 
of 2001. He was two subjects shy 
of obtaining his degree when the 
mutiny broke out. 

Officers normally take up ad- 
vanced military and general staff 
‘courses to be considered for promo- 
tion, Masteral degrees in other 
fields help those seeking star ranks. 

Dean Alex B. Brillantes Jr. said 
a student of public administra- 
tion prepares himself for a career 
in government. 

"If he's already in the govern- 
ment, it will sharpen his skills in 
local government, fiscal manage- 
ment, policy analysis, and the 
like," Brilliantes said in a phone 
interview. "It will broaden his 
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By Julie M. Aurelio 


HE WAS NOT IN THE CAP AND 
gown brigade but the graduates 
cheered and roundly applauded 
him when his name was called. 

Navy Lt. Antonio Trillanes, the so- 
called public face of the Magdalo 
group because he spoke for the mu- 
tineers who took over the Oakwood. 
complex in 2003, was under military 
detention. 

But his presence was felt on. 
April 22 during the recognition 
rites of the University of the 
Philippines’ National College of 
Public Administration and Gover- 
nance, where he earned a mas- 
ter's degree in public administra- 
tion while under detention. 
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perspective on things and widen 
his options and skills.” 

Classmates in the program re- 
called that Trillanes was a quiet 
man who sometimes attended his 
evening classes in uniform. He was 
said to havea lot of bearing and had 
minded how he carried his rank. 


Bright, conscientious 

“He's а bright, conscientious 
student .. he's very smart,” a 
government worker and ex-class- 
mate said, speaking on condition 
of anonymity. 

“Whenever he speaks, you will 
really turn around and listen. You 
‘would never think that he would 
have those kinds of ideas in his 
head, because he's not a showy 


guy at all," said one. 

Another dassmate, now a univer- 
sity researcher, remembered that 
Trillanes had refused to take partina 
spoof of an evangelical TV show, 
apologizing that he was not up to it. 

A few weeks before the Oak- 
wood mutiny, Trillanes’ PA 244 
class was having a discussion on 
policy process and its stages. The 
researcher recalled that Trillanes 
had shocked the class by asking 
their professor, “Ma'am, is there a 
shortcut in the policy process?" 

“T guess he thought that the poli- 
су process took too long. There's 
structural analysis, program imple- 
mentation and monitoring. But we 
didn't realize that the shortcut that 
һе was referring to was a coup,” 


there a shortcut in the policy process?” ) 


the researcher said. 


Personal tragedy 


April 2004. 


Dr Fe Mendoza, Trillanes’ profes- 
sor in PA 244, said the officer was 
‘open about sharing in class some of. 
the issues hounding the military 
She remembered that Trillanes 
олсе recounted how he had been 
reprimanded by President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo during an audience. 


“Т think completing the MPA 
was not a big deal for Sonny [Tril- 
lanes] because he was about to 
finish it anyway,” Mendoza said. 
What was more admirable, she 
said, was that Trillanes was able 
to survive personal tragedies like 
the death of his 21-day-old son in 


MONDAY, MAY 1, 2006 ` 


She pointed out, however, that’, 
the military might regard Trillanes А 
with more caution as his new knowl- 
edge might lead him to ask more, 
{questions and agitate certain sectors, 

"In our policy classes, you are: 
trained to ask questions. Questions 
are encouraged in the academic.. 
sphere. Perhaps the military might ^ 
view him as more dangerous be- 
cause he might ask more questions ` 
and not be satisfied with the an- 
swers," Mendoza said. 

“I don't think we should be 
threatened,” Brillantes remarked, 
explaining that Trillanes’ educa- 
tion can be a tool for empowei 
ment. He added, however, that, 
the officer should stay within the 
bounds ofthe law. 


Mutineer studies coup prevention 


From page Al 


will and moral integrity” to prevent military 
interventions. 


Good governance 

“Irs all about good governance. [Prevent- 
ing military intervention] lies with the Presi- 
dent because she's the ultimate policy-mak- 
ег” Trillanes told the Inquinex at the Oakwood 
court hearing in Makati City on Tuesday. 

Most of Ms Arroyo's policies were "unre- 
sponsive to the underlying causes of the Oak- 
wood incident and, therefore, will not pre- 
vent future military interventions,” he wrote 
їп his paper, a copy of which was obtained by 
the INQUIRER. 

Trillanes recounted that more than 300 of- 
ficers and men took over the posh hotel to 
protest alleged massive corruption, selling of 
arms and ammunition to the enemies of the 
state, state-sponsored terrorist acts and 
widespread poverty. 

The officer was the spokesperson of the 
mutineers, who collectively called themselves 
the Magdalo group—after the rebel faction 
led by Emilio Aguinaldo during the Philippine 
revolution against Spanish colonial rule. 

Trillanes claimed he was against military 
intervention, citing its adverse effects on the 
country's economic and political stability, the 
negative impression it gave to the interna- 
tional community and the loss of lives. 


‘We can't afford another" 

"Simply put, we cannot afford another 
one,” Trillanes wrote. 

But he stressed that Edsa I and Edsa П 
showed that military intervention “may be 
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TRILLANES 


necessary in extreme cases,” such as when 
there were “oppressive, corrupt and inept ad- 
ministrations and administrations that resort 
to electoral fraud to stay in power.” 

Trillanes also warned that a “depoliticized 
military" could end up as blind followers to a 
tyrannical leader, and that this could provoke 
a civilian uprising. He pointed to the country's 
experience with President Ferdinand Marcos’ 
martial law rule that led to Edsa I in 1986. 

The only way to prevent these military in- 
terventions, he said, was to address the “un- 
derlying causes” of unrest within the Armed 
Forces, the government and society in general 
and to come up with effective government 
policies. 

“But crucial to their proper implementa- 
tion is the demand for an unbending political 
will and moral integrity from no less than the 
President,” Trillanes emphasized. 


Change unlikely 

A source close to Trillanes told the Inguiner 
їп a separate interview that the junior officer 
believed that it was all up to Ms Arroyo to im- 
plement better policies to ward off any mili- 


tary uprising until her term expires in 2010. 

“But it’s very doubtful that she could. 
change at the rate she's paying off her politi- 
cal debts,” the source recalled Trillanes as say- 
ing. 

"The source, who had read Trillanes’ paper 
and discussed it with him, requested 
anonymity for security reasons. 

“He thinks that its a given that Philippine so- 
ciety should expect another military interven- 
tion now when the root cause of all these prob- 
lems is not being addressed,” the source said. 

The source recalled that Trillanes had 
pointed out that in Edsa 1, “the flash point 
then was electoral fraud. With that as a basis, 
we are in the same situation пом" 


Military interventions 

In his paper, Trillanes analyzed what he 
identified as the nine major military interven- 
tions the country had experienced since Vic- 
tor Corpus, as an Army lieutenant, led a raid 
on the Philippine Military Academy armory in 
1970 up until the Oakwood mutiny. 

The Davide and the Feliciano fact-finding 
commissions, created in response to the De- 
cember 1989 coup and the Oakwood mutiny, 
respectively, had made recommendations to 
prevent future military interventions. 

However, Trillanes wrote, the administra- 
tions that formed these bodies had failed to 
come up with “responsive” policies using the 
‘commissioners’ recommendations as guiding 
principles. 

Trillanes has also ruled out a military junta- 
to run the country, the source said. 
it's notin our culture." 


Tools for the future 

Trillanes said he obtained an MA in Public 
Administration because it was an extension of 
his work in the military. A master's degree, he 
added, “equips one with tools for the future." 

Following the Oakwood incident, a paper 
that Trillanes wrote as a graduate student on 
the corruption in the Philippine Navy became 
much-publicized. 

With an MA tucked under his belt, would 
hestill pursue a doctorate? 

Trillanes thought for a while and smiled: * 
“Bahala na kung saan ako dadalhin ng agos (It 
depends on where the tides will take me).” 
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Globe raps Spain giving RP $40M in development aid 
BARCELONA—SPAIN IS EXTENDING menthad made the Philippines a“prior- enterprises into the Asia-Pacific market. roso Tulagan and Arthur Celeste. 
BAR Cam $40 million in development ity country" for development, quoting е Venecia also invited major con- Earlier in Madrid, De Venecia sp 
тоте аа to the Philippines over the the Spain's Chamber of Deputies Speak- struction companies and housing devel- pealed to the leaders of the Socialist Par- 
пеш three years, Ambassador Lani er Manuel Marin of the Socialist Party opers in Madrid and Barcelona to partid- ty and Partido Popular for support for his. 
Benardo told Speaker Jose de Venecia amd Casa Asia, a development unit of pate in housing programs in the Philip- debtforequity conversion program to 
here during the latter's recent visit. the Spanish foreign ministry, which is pines, where the housing backlog hasbal- finance major antipoverty programs in 
e S ams De Venecia came to this ity with oth- eyeing expanded cultural ties between loned to 3-4million and is still growing. зоте 100 heavily indebted countrie 
er Filipino legislators from Madrid Spain and the Philippines. "А major housing program for the Іп the Philippines De Venecia said, 
where they met with leaders of both Speaking in the regional parliament poor is one of President Macapagal-Ar- the Spanish government could convert 
By Daxim L. Lucas Spain's ruling Socialist Party and the in this city, De Venecia proposed a Cat- royo's major priorities,” De Venecia told the country’s debt to Spain into debt for 
Partido Popular headed by former alonia-Philippines industrial park in the the Spaniards. mass housing as well as for reforesta- 


THE RIVALRY FOR MARKET SUPREMACY Prime Minister Jose María Aznar. Philippines anda special zonefortheen- е Venecia’s party included Repre- tion, education, agriculture, irrigation 


оп the country’ cellular phone networks Пе Venecia said the Spanish govem- ty of small- and medium-scale Spanish sentatives Conrado Estrella П, Gene- and tourism projects. 
is turning nasty. 


Over the weekend, Globe Telecom Inc. 
complained to its main rival, Smart Commu- 
nications Inc., about the latter's alleged mal- 
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M. Castelo said in a letter to Smart's chief le- 
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Another message allegedly from Smart read: TZ Mas ABSORBENT - May HohDry Stayer SAP core at Ant-odor ОуОех molecules 
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via courier. Free delivery po ito. Txt lang po your i Mas COMFORTABLE - May extra soft LYCRA threads kaya ft na ft without skin imtationsl 
name/address/sim brand to 09217659289 z 
‘para mpadala naming sim nyo. Libre ito! Kung 
may tanong kyo, text CALL to same number at 
twgan po naming kayo. Thank you." 
“Please take note that this is in violation of 
National Telecommunications Commission 
(NTC) memorandum circular 03-03-2005 on. 
the rules and regulations on broadcast mes- 
sage service," Castelo said in his letter. 
Section 3.1 of the NTC memorandum says 
that commercial and promotional advertise- 
ments, surveys and other broadcast or “push” 
messages should be sent only to subscribers 
who have given prior consent or have specifi- 
cally opted to receive [the] said messages. 
Sought for comment by the Inguiner, Smart VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT MERCURY DRUG STORE 
spokesperson Mon Isberto said he had neither 2nd Fir. Glorietta 3 Makati 
read Globe's letter of complaint nor spoken to 
Español, who is the only party authorized to | Exctuslvaly Distributed by: a тешем 
speak on the issue. ‘medical center trading corporation mame тава онем, иште шит 
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RP media 


for reports on minors 


By Volt Contreras 


in news reports could compromise their 


safety 


PHILIPPINE PRINT AND BROADCAST ME- 
dia continue to violate the guidelines set by 
the government on reporting about chil- 
dren, according to a study commissioned by 

‘the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(Unicef. 

Unicef Senior Program Officer Colin 
Davis said that among the "disturbing find- 
ings" of the study was the tendency of most 
editors "to avoid stories involving children. 

i because of the perceived complications it 

| entails.” 


law 


“The full names of child abuse sur- 
vivors and children in conflict with the 


were sometimes published, or 


enough details about their parents, resi- 
dence or schools were given so that their 
identities could be pieced together,” the 
statement said. 


Lack of awareness 

Davis said these persistent violations may 
be due to the lack of awareness among Fil- 
ipino journalists of the media guidelines for 


children which were set by the Department of 


i Always identified 
The study, which covered print and tele- 
ivision in Metro Manila, Cebu City and . 
‘Davao City, showed that minors figuring 
in reports—whether as victims, witnesses 
"or aggressors—continue to be identified 
l in violation of media guidelines for chil- 

dren. 

Ina press statement, Unicef yesterday 
‘warned that the identification of minors 
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Justice in 1999. 
Other findings were: 


Judgmental words such as drunk, 


epileptic, fugitive, escapees and rugby addicts 
were used to describe children; 

е Children continued to be featured in ar- 
ticles for fund-raising purposes, which could 
result in potential exploitative situations; 

Only a few articles attempted to raise 
awareness of the causes and problems affect- 
ing children, and there were none offering 


le solutions; 


and, on occasions that they were interviewed, 
these were unsupervised by adults; 

е Majority of the reporters covered by the 
study were found not to be abiding by the 
journalistic standard of using two or more 
sources in developing stories. 

Davis bared the findings of the studies 
during the Sth Unicef-Philippine Press Insti- 
tute Child-Friendly Newspaper and Jour- 
nalist Awards ceremony held in Manila last 
week. 

Unicef was assisted in the study by the 
Asian Institute of Journalism and Communi- 
cations and by the Center for Media Freedom 
and Responsibility. 
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LEARNING TO SHOOT 


Apoliceman learns to use a video camera in order to 
Day and protesting the presidency of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. 
should cases be filed against either the ralliers or poli 
unidentified policeman belongs to Station 10 in Kamuning, Quezon City. 


‘shoot” the rallies set for today by groups marking Labor 
‘The cameras would provide recorded evidence 
in connection with the expected assemblies. The 
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Industrial hazards take toll 
on reproductive health—study 


By Jerome Aning 


CHEMICALS, RADIATION AND WORK- 
related stress have taken their toll on the 
reproductive health of women working 
їп the industrial sector, according to а 
non-government organization. 

In a recent study, the Manila-based 
Institute of Occupational Health and 
Safety Development said the three 
occupational hazards endangered 
women's reproductive processes, sex- 
ual functions, pregnancy and mater- 
nal conditions. 

IOHSD surveyors examined 361 
women working in two semiconduc- 
tor plants and one garment manufac- 
turing firm. Their findings were 
linked to known theories and propo- 
sitions already set by scientific and 
‘medical studies on occupational haz- 
ards associated with adverse repro- 
ductive outcomes. 


More involved, responsible 

Inan interview, IOHSD executive 
director Noel Colina called on 
workers to be more involved in 
health issues at work and for em- 
ployers to be more responsible and 
responsive to workers’ reproduc- 
tive issues. 

‘Workers’ unions should participate 
and get greater representation in 
health and safety committees in their 
companies, Colina said. 
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Employers should periodically 
conduct checkups among their 
workers and assist those found to be 
ill in paying for their medication 
and therapy. 

Colina said two labor department 
agencies should also be given more 
funds in addressing workers’ repro- 
ductive health: The Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration so 
that it could conduct more studies 
and inspections, and the Employees’ 
‘Compensation Commission so that it 
could give more financial assistance 
toworkers. 

The government should also dis- 
courage companies from making 
women take the night shift so they 
would not be exposed to additional 
health hazards. 


Adverse effects 

‘The study showed that the female 
workers had been exposed to two 
types of industrial chemicals—muta- 
genic and teratogenic—which had 
adverse effects on their reproductive 
health. 

Mutagenic chemicals are known to 
produce physical abnormalities in the 
genetic apparatus of the cell. This 
may result in disease and may affect 
reproductive cells—whether sperm 
orova. 

Teratogenic chemicals may enter 
a pregnant woman's blood stream 
and cross the placenta barrier to af- 
fect a developing fetus. This may re- 
sult in spontaneous abortion (mis- 
carriage), reduced birth weight, 
congenital abnormalities (damage 
to organs or limbs), or brain or cell 
damage which could later result in 
cancer. 

Mutagenic and teratogenic 
chemicals include: Acrylonitrates, 
aniline, anesthetic gases, arsenic 
compounds, benzene, ben- 
zo(a)pyrene, beryllium, boron 


(boric acid), cadmium, carbon 
disulphide, carbon monoxide, 
chlordicone, chloroform, chloro- 
prene, dichloromethane, 
epichlorohydrin, ethylene oxide, 
formaldehyde (formalin), һех- 
achlorobenzene, lead (organic/in- 
organic), methyl ethyl ketone, 
monomethylformamide, nitrogen 
dioxide, ozone, selenium and com- 
pounds, thallium, toluene, vinyl 
chloride and xylene. 


At risk 

According to the IOHSD, studies 
on the effects on the female work- 
ers’ exposure to these toxicants or 
poisonous chemicals were a deli- 
cate matter because two persons 
could be at risk: The woman, and if 
she is pregnant, her developing off- 
spring. 

Maternal exposure to a toxicant 
may cause infertility, menstrual 
disorders, illness during pregnan- 
су, chromosome aberrations, early 
onset of menopause and sup- 
pressed libido. 

Adverse fetal outcomes include 
preterm delivery, fetal loss, perinatal 
death, low birth weight, altered sex 
ratio, congenital malformations, 
childhood malignancies, infant or 
childhood illness, chromosome aber- 
rations and developmental disabili- 
ties. 

Other effects of the toxicants in- 
clude menstrual cycle variability, 
spontaneous abortion, preeclampsia 
and miscarriage. 

‘The study also found two types 
of dangerous radiation that wom- 
en workers had been exposed to. 
One was ionizing radiation which 
is the type of radiation that is high- 
ег in frequency than visible light. 
The other was non-ionizing radia- 
tion whose frequency is lower than 
visible light. 
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Peasants ask GMA to solve killings in Negros 


By Blanche Rivera 


PEASANT GROUPS YESTERDAY URGED 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to address the 
numerous killings of farmer-leaders who had 
been pushing for the implementation of the 
‘Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program in 
з the country. 

Task Force Mapalad (ТЕМ), which has more 
than 300 affiliate organizations nationwide, 
sought the President's intervention in solving 
the killings of farmer-beneficiaries and com- 
munity organizers in Negros Occidental. 

“We call on President Arroyo to look into 
these cases of killings and violence against 
farmer beneficiaries so that the perpetrators 
can be brought to justice and the vietims can 
have hope for peace,” ТЕМ spokesperson Ed- 
па Sobrecaray said. 

The TFM made the appeal to the President 
when she visited Bacolod City for the 
“Panaad” festival. The group said Mala- 
cafiang’s intervention would be decisive in 
‘ending violence against peasant leaders in the 
province. 


Six members of the ТЕМ have been killed 
since 2001, most of them working in hacien- 
das whose workers had been organized by the 
peasant group. 

"The longer the land disputes remain unre- 
solved, the more the farmer-beneficiaries be- 
come vulnerable to violence. We call on the 
President to ensure speedy distribution of 
CARP-covered hacienda lands," she said. 

‘The killings of farmer-leaders were related 
to unresolved conflicts over the distribution 
of Negros haciendas, whose owners continue 
to resist the coverage of their lands under 
CARP 
The Department of Agrarian Reform has 
distributed 3.8 million hectares of the target- 
ed 4.5 million hectares to be covered by CARP. 
Majority of the remaining 700,000 hectares 
are in Negros Occidental, where landowners 
have engaged the government in a legal bat- 
tle to keep their lands. 

“Farmers claiming ownership rights to ha- 
cienda lands placed under coverage of CARP 
are continuously subjected to threats, harass- 
ment, dismissal (from jobs), physical assault 


and, when all these are not enough, assassi- 
nation,” Sobrecaray said. 

ТЕМ members Ronilo Vasquez of Hacienda 
Cambuktot, Ronito Boltron of Hacienda Mu- 
lawin, Teresa Mameng of Hacienda Conchita 
Villanueva, Edgardo Cauntoy of Hacienda 
Nelia/Maniacalao, Agustin Flores of Hacienda 
Isabela were killed between 2001 and 2004. 

Another farmer-leades, Rico Adeva, was 
shot dead by still unidentified assailants in 
Silay City two weeks ago. 

‘Three other agrarian reform activists from 
other peasant groups were killed this month. 

The TFM also asked the DAR to immediat 
ly install farmer-beneficiaries who had certifi- 
cates of land ownership award but could not 
occupy the lands due to resistance from 
landowners. 

She cited the case of farmer-beneficiaries 
at the 478-ha Hacienda Velez-Malaga, owned 
by former Marcos crony Roberto Cuenca. The 
102 beneficiaries who have received their 
CLOAs since 2001 have failed to occupy a 
144-ha portion of the hacienda because of 
Cuenca's guards. 


Pinoys don't eat enough veggies, UN study shows 


By Dennis Jay C. Santos. 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


DAVAO CITY—MOST FILIPINOS STILL DO 
mot eat their vegetables, which makes them 
miss out on most nutrients. 

"The vegetable consumption of Filipinos is 
very lov,” said Roger Gualberto, president of 
the Vegetable Industry Council of Southern 
Mindanao (VISCMIN), citing a study con- 
ducted by the United Nations’ Food and Agri- 
‘culture Organization (FAO) 

Gualberto said the FAO had found that an 
average Filipino ate only 40 kilos of vegeta- 
bles a year, a far cry from the ideal vegetable 
consumption of 100 kilos per person. 


“We are only eating 40 kilos per year. That 
is below the FAO requirement,” Gualberto 
told the Inquirer on the sidelines of the 4th 
National Vegetable Congress here last week. 

Gualberto attributed Filipinos’ low veg- 
etable consumption to a "lack of awareness” 
of the benefits of eating greens. 

He said that because of this, his group was 
trying to promote the eating of more veggies. 

Gualberto said vegetables were cheaper 
than fish, meat and poultry products and con- 
tained the same amounts, if not more, of vita- 
mins and minerals. 

Besides, vegetables were healthier than red 
meat and poultry, which are associated with 
numerous diseases, he said. 


Maoist gains in Nepal ... 


From page Al 


Macapagal-Arroyo. 

“We call that united front tactics; that is al- 
so what we are trying to do,” said Rosal, alias 
Ka Roger, in his first face-to-face interview 
with the foreign media since the 1980s. 

Ms Arroyo has accused the CPP and NPA of 
colluding with her political foes and renegade 
soldiers in an alleged bid to oust her in February. 

‘The Arroyo administration considers com- 
тїшї guerrillas йз top security threat, 
ahead of Moro rebels in Mindanao. 

Rosal, who was one of 49 people charged 
with rebellion for the alleged coup attempt 
against Ms Arroyo, denies there was a plot or 
that an alliance exists between the NPA and 
disillusioned members of the Armed Forces, 
the sworn enemy of the communists. 


Erstwhile foes 

But the NPA is ready to align itself with its 
erstwhile foes if it means Ms Arroyo could be 
overthrown and replaced by a government 
which includes left-wing groups. 

Rosal, his M-16 rifle within arm's reach in 
his hideout in Luzon, said a more sympathetic 
administration could lead to the revival of 

peace talks. 

Previous discussions between communist 

leaders and representatives of the Arroyo ad- 
ministration, which were brokered by Nor- 
мау, stalled in August 2004 when Manila re- 

“fused to help persuade Washington and some 
European states to remove the CPP and NPA 
from their blacklists of terrorist organiza- 
tions. 

Despite the collapse of communism in East- 
ern Europe, the fall of the Berlin Wall, and 
China's embrace of free-wheeling capitalism, 
the NPA continues to wage an insurgency that 

[sarted in 1969 as successive administrations 
have failed to deal 

} with social inequali- 

{ ties and widespread 
poverty. 

Fighting between 

rebels and govern- 
{iment "fores has 

killed more than 

40,000 people and 
$ stunted economic de- 
f; velopment. 


membership at around 8,000. He dismissed 
government claims that the NPA has lost 900 
fighters since thestartoftheyear. Reuters 
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Bunker mentality 


О: THE EVE OF THE EXPECTED RELEASE 


ofthe Supreme Court decision on the constitution- 
ality of Presidential Proclamation 1017, the ad- 
ministration sounded out that it is preparing one last hur- 
rah. The Cabinet had decided to hunker down in Mala- 
cafiang today, Secretary Michael Defensor said. The 1 WATCHED THE TELEVISION | SHOW 
group will be monitoring the Labor Day demonstrations DOS beer ee iere 
and will see whether they go beyond Pataca Nea teins Чыч 


w $ eyor panel pounced on Maria Theresa Pangilinan, 
EDITORIAL the ritual demonstrations proclaiming the student leader who heckled President 


that of the nation, too. 

‘And finally, Pangilinan is the employer of 
the President, one of the millions of citizens 
paying her generous salary and other perks, аз 


the rights and interests of the working 


class. 


From within the ranks of protesters themselves has come 
a warning: the workers intend to see just how “maximum 
tolerance” —as enjoined by the Supreme Court in its recent 
decision on the calibrated preemptive response—would be 
exercised by the Arroyo administration. Administration of- 
ficials say that the President might proclaim a state of na- 
tional emergency. Whether or not she'd push through with 
the proclamation, or whether or not the situation would 


evolve to warrant such a proclamation, is beside the point. 
By boldly—and baldly—announcing that the admin 


tration intends to resort to an executive action the legality 
of which is still to be decided by the Supreme Court, the 
President's men have clearly demonstrated how they re- 
gard the powers of the presidency and the law. Theirs is an 


attitude of extreme pragmatism verging on the cynical. 


In people's minds, there are two principal questions con- 
cerning Proclamation 1017. First, does the President have 
the power to make such a proclamation? Second, were the 
actions taken by the military, police and government 


lawyers in implementing Proclamation 1017 permissible? 


Let us even assume, as some lawyers have suggested, 
that the Court would declare that it is for the President to 
determine if there is enough basis to declare a state of 
emergency; but at the same time, it would rule that the 
arrests, detentions, dispersals, surveillance and other ac- 
tions taken by the government by force of Proclamation 
1017 were neither justified nor authorized. Such a deci- 


sion would still be a legal setback for the President. 


On the other hand, the readiness to re-impose a state of 
emergency only shows that the present administration has 


Macapagal-Arroyo during the graduation cere- 
monies at the Cavite State University. The de- 
bate's question was: “Which should have priori- 
ty the citizen’s right to protest or respect for the. 
President?” 

The question was, of course, a no-braifier 
Surely а citizen's right to protest comes first. But 
Rep. Monico Puentevella and Cavite Vice Gow 
Jonvic Remulla repeatedly needled Pangilinan, 
Saying respect for Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
should have prevented her from shouting “Patal- 
sikin si GMA" (oust GMA) and unfurling banners 
expressing the same sentiment while the Presi- 
dent was delivering her speech. 

Where is your respect for the President, they 
asked the girl who bravely stood her ground 
and replied that she was expressing an opin- 
ion, which was—and still is—her right. 

The correct answer to that question should 
have been: “None!” Respect is earned, not 
forced. You cannot force others to respect you 
if you are not respectable. How can you respect. 
anybody caught cheating to "win" the elec- 
tions? How can you respect somebody who 
does not fulfil her promises? How can you re- 
spect someone who shamelessly and repeated- 
ly violates the Constitution she has sworn to 
defend? How can you respect anybody who 
prevents government officials from testifying 
іп investigations that may reveal shenanigans 
in her administration? How can you respect 
anybody who is desperately trying to change 
the Constitution to stay in power? 

‘And look who's talking? We can throw the 
charge of lack of respect back to GMA. She 
showed lack of respect for the people by steal- 
ing the presidency from the person they elect- 
ed. She fooled the people by making false 
promises. She made the lives of the people 
more miserable by imposing more and more 
taxes. She has even tried and keeps on trying 


Neal H. Cruz 


Pangilinan is not alone in having no respect 
for GMA. Millions of Filipinos feel the same way. 
And СМА has nobody to blame but herself 
Caught with her hand in the cookie jar, she refus- 
ез to face the music and accept her punishment. 
Instead, she dodges the issue and uses every trick 
available to prevent the truth from coming out. 
How can you respect a person like that? 

Even if millions of sycophants call a person 
“honorable,” if he or she does not have honor, 
the title will mean nothing. “Honorable” is a 
word that has lost meaning in our vocabulary. 
All congressmen are addressed as “honorable,” 
but are they? Judges and members of investi- 
gating committees are addressed as “Your 
Honor,” but what honor do they mean? Ambas- 
sadors are called “Excellency” but what's so ex- 
cellent with many of them? 

‘A survey has shown that Filipinos are now 
very deficient in English. One reason for this 
could be: We keep using words that have lost. 
meaning. For better English, we should ex- 
punge the word “honorable” from our vocabu- 
lary because it doesn't mean anything any- 
more, especially when it refers to congressmen 
and public official. 

Going back to “Debate,” Puentevella insist- 
ed that Pangilinan should have waited for the 
proper time and place to voice her protest. 1 
don't agree. 

In the present repressive regime, any time 
and place and opportunity to air a protest is 
the right time. Nobody can easily get close to 
GMA, surrounded as she is with her storm 
troopers at all times. She won't listen to any- 
thing that is not favorable to her anyway. You 


well as those of her retinue. The President and. 
her assistants are the servants of the people. 
Therefore, the people, Pangilinan among 
them, have the right to tell her what they think 
of her. As employer, they have the right to fire 
her. And that is what they have been telling her 
all along—they want her to resign. 

The people of Quezon City are behind 
their mayor, Feliciano Belmonte, in his ef- 
forts to prevent gambling in the city. But 
what is this nation coming to? It is the gam- 
bling operators who are suing the mayor for 
not letting them operate outlets for the 
‘Small Town Lottery (which is now the polite 
name for jueteng) in the city. The operators 
are asking for P11 million in damages. Did 
they pay the filing fee? Courts do not recog- 
nize the amount of damages asked unless 
the complainant has paid the filing fee. 

"The operators want the court to issue a 
temporary restraining order against Mayor 
Belmonte, Pacifico Maghacot Jr, chief of the 
business permit and licensing office, and city 
police chief Nicasio Radovan Jr. What is there 
to restrain? They are not doing anything that 
they should be restrained from. On the con- 
trary, the operators want the city government 
to do something—give them a business per- 
mit, which is the prerogative of the city gov- 
ernment, not anybody else's, di ba? 

The operators say they have a franchise. 
to operate from the Philippine Charity 
Sweepstakes Office. But anybody doing 
business in a certain place needs a business 
permit from the local government of that 
place. And the STL operators have none in 
QC. All other PCSO outlets in QC, like lotto 
Outlets, have to secure business permits. 
What makes STL operators different? 

“STL should be test-run only in cities that 
welcome it," said Mayor Belmonte. But it is 


neither regrets nor the intention to atone for the alleged 

excesses committed in the name of 1017. That is bad 
enough. 

‘And judging from statements coming from Mala- 

+ сабап, the possibility that the administration would 

seek to repeat today what it did on Feb. 24 is very real. We 

would then be in a situation, where an executive procla- 


have to be quick and seize every opportunity 
to get her attention. Which was what Pangili- 
nan did. She got GMA's attention and ear. And 


Silent rage 


to prevent them from speaking out their opin- 


not welcome in QC. There was no jueteng in 
ions and feelings. 


QC before, why should it have STL now? 


TODAY DOESNT JUST MARK THE That anger hasn't gone, notwithstanding 


, mation—whose legality or illegality has yet to be re- 
solved by the Supreme Court—will be repeated, most 
likely to be accompanied by the same repressive acts that 


attended the first one. 


Where would be the judicial, or even moral, relief in a 
1 Supreme Court decision reversing the decision of the 
_ President? Or is the President supremely assured of a fa- 
' vorable verdict? If so, what would that say of the execu- 


tive and judicial branches? 


While the three branches of government are theore! 


cally independent of each other, that would give the im- 
pression that, in reality, what the executive does could 


have serious consequences for the two others. 


With its saber-rattling, the administration has again 
put in question the executive branch’s regard for ће rule 
of law, or for the judiciary. This is as unfortunate as it is ir- 


responsible on the part of the President's official family. 


Why will some Filipinos be out on the streets today? Be- 
cause they believe they have a right to do so, and they 
have grievances that impel them to do so. As Gaudencio 

‚ Cardinal Rosales recently suggested, in a world ruled bya 
basic adherence to social justice, workers would not have 
to agitate for their rights and an improvement in their 
standard of living. But that world has yet to exist; and if 
there are workers who are compelled by their interests to 


protest, it is indeed their right to do so. 


Tf those protesting intend to find out whether the 
Supreme Court’s writ is indeed law, or is toothless as far the 
the executive branch is concerned, then who is to blame? 
Filipino workers have been observing Labor Day on May 1 
of every year for over a century. Every president has sur- 
vived each one of them, That the present incumbent seems 
not as confident about this day as her predecessors were 
says everything about her claims to having improved the 


lives and standard of living of the Filipino worker. 
= 1 


smpteenth anniversary of Labor Day, it marks 
the fifth anniversary of something of special 
significance in these harried times. That is the 
so-called "Edsa III the mammoth gathering of 
the—by all means figurative—Great Unshod 
at the Edsa Shrine that culminated in the riots 
in Mendiola. 

What is the significance of that event today? 
Doubtless, Erap's supporters will recall it as the 
real Edsa, the one that manifested true People 
Power, which is the power of the masa, the poor 
and thereto powerless, who are the majority of 
the population of this country. Doubtless, 100, 
they will interpret it as the refutation of the idea 
that Edsa II represented real "People Power,” 
and a confirmation of their argument that Edsa 
П was simply an elite coup, wrought with the 
help of the middle class, against a perfectly le- 
gitimate and pro-poor president. 

The truth is a litle more complicated than 
that. There is no doubt, with his landslide vic- 
tory, that Erap was a perfectly legitimate presi- 
dent, just as there is no doubt, with the “Hello 
Garci” tape, that GMA is not. None of that 
means that the effort to impeach Erap, on the 
ground of having betrayed the public trust, 
Кай no popular support. That overlooks, as Гуе 
repeatedly pointed out, the impact of the im- 
peachment trial, or more to the point, the air- 
ing of the impeachment trial on TV, which had 
the most popular telenovelas of the time biting 
its dust. That wasn’t just watched by the mid- 
-dle class, it was watched by the masa, who de- 
bated it at length, often violently, in drinking 
sprees in narrow alleys in crowded slums. That 
was what turned Erap from hero to heel, not 
unlike the storyline of his own action movies. 

"Edsa III" was about Erap, but it also went 
past Erap. The Edsa П forces, many of whom 
ended up in GMA's government, heaped scorn 
on “Edsa III" for variously being an anachro- 
nism, an atavism, a throwback to the past, or 
as Bishop Socrates Villegas (who violently 
protested its being held at the Edsa Shrine), 
Said, a desecration of hallowed ground. Bur 

‹ > 
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that was because they reduced it to a simple 
and irrational support for a fallen idol. There 
was, of course, that element, too. It was а 
spontaneous support for a fallen idol, one who, 
after having been downed, was being kicked 
on the ground. The image of Erap being finger- 
printed in a local precinct proved a most explo- 
Sive one. And Erap's lieutenants, of course, 
were prominently in display at the Edsa Shrine 
goading the throng—which was easily bigger 
than the one that flocked at Edsas 1 and П—о 
“Sugod! Sugod!” Malacafiang and throw Gloria 
ош. Not the least of those lieutenants were 
Miriam Santiago and Juan Ponce Enrile, who 
after “Edsa III" failed flew to GMAs side and 
‘metamorphosed into her undying faithful. 

But “Edsa III" was far more than that, which 
is why Гуе always put the term in quotation 
‘marks, because of its mestizo quality. Beneath its 
seeming irrationality was something perfectly 
understandable, beneath йз seeming 
bizarreness was something completely sane. 
Which is why it has something to say to us, espe- 
cially today. Beneath “Edsa II's" surface support 
for Erap was a deep-seated explosion of the 
wrath of the poor over their lot. lt was, as I said 
then, the "social volcano" exploding. Everyone 
had wamed of it before martial law: The social 
volcano—created by the divide berwcen the 
spectacularly rich and the spectacularly роо" 
as Ninoy Aquino put it, was near to exploding. It 
happened much much later, in “Edsa M.” 

То put it another way, beneath the farce of 
support for Етар in "Edsa III" lay the force of 
the revolt of the masses in “Edsa Ill” Beneath 
the Braption was the Eruption. 


that the riots at Mendiola were quelled, and 
the possibility that the revolt of the masses 
would be repeated remains. It can be stoked 
easily, which is also its danger. It can be set 
aflame just as easily by false prophets as real 
‘ones. The lot of the poor hasn't improved, it 
has worsened, especially under GMA where 
the scale of pillage has reached staggering pro- 
portions (given an image by the face and body 
of Pidal), restrained only by the finitude of 
things left to steal. 

‘Traditionally, several things have served аз 
safety valves allowing the magma in the social 
Volcano to seethe without spitting its fiery ven- 
‘om out. Work abroad, faith in Providence and 
gambling are three of them. But there are lim- 
its to the restraining power of all three. There 
are limits to how many jobs we can get abroad, 
and as the Asian Development Bank has 
‘warned, the export of skilled labor has vicious 
consequences in the immediate furure. Faith in 
Providence has not exactly deterred the poor 
from taking to crime, faith in this country having 
bizarre, culti interpretations and expressions to 
begin wich. And as to gambling, well, the stam- 
pede at the PhilSports Arena shows what hap- 
pens when peoples hopes are dashed while they 
are desperately trying to get a crack at salvation. 

Rep. Joey Salceda, a government economic 
adviser, has already warned of a “silent rage" 
over oil as a result of spiraling oil prices. The 
“silent rage" goes much deeper and farther than 
over ой, it has been seething over the years, 
now being stoked to near-eruption by a hugely 
‘unpopular usurper whose appetite for wealth 
‘and power has had no реет since Marcos. 

We keep talking about the promise of anoth- 
er Bdsa, its time we talked about the threat of 
another “Edsa.” May 1 is a particularly good 
time to do that, being both Labor Day and the 
day of the Mendiola riots, a day for thinking 
about workers and a day for thinking about the 
poor, who are often one and the same. 

Hell hath no fury than the desperate 
scorned, , 


MONDAY, MAY 1,2006 


THE SUPREME COURT STRUCK DOWN 
significant portions of Executive Order 464 as un- 
constitutional and declared that the "calibrated 
preventive response" (CPR) against protest 
movements has no place in the constitutional fir- 
mament, The response coming from government 
lawyers has been that, contrary to the thinking of 
the uninitiated, the decisions were really a victo- 
ту for the government. It is a highly amusing reac- 
tion crying for careful calibration. 

Start with EO 464. What principally drove 
members of the Senate up the wall were portions 
of Sections 2 and 3 of the executive order. These 
provisions require that all executive officials enu- 
merated therein must obtain the consent of the 
President before appearing in legislative investi- 
gations, No consent, no show! The order covers 
senior officials of the executive department, gen- 
erals and flag officers of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines, Philippine National Police officers 
and senior national security officers. Only the 
janitors are not included! The total effect was ef- 
fectively the paralyzation of legislative investiga- 
tions. 

The Court's clear conclusion was that this por- 
tion of the executive order must be invalidated. 
‘The Court upheld the right of Congress to compel 
the appearance of executive officials in legislative 
investigations. The only person exempt from the 
compulsive power of Congress in legislative in- 
vestigations is the President, the Court said. 

Itis hard to see this as a victory for government 
lawyers. 

T must admit, however, that the government 
lawyers focused on the fact that the decision up- 
held the existence of “executive privilege.” But 
even this claim is nuanced and must be carefully 
analyzed. 

‘The first thing that must be made clear is that 
the only person who can claim executive privilege 
by reason of office is the President. She and she 
alone is co-equal with Congress. Other executive 
officials may claim executive privilege, but they 
cannot claim it by reason of the office they hold. It 
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must be by reason of the nature of the privilege 
they are claiming. And in their case, mere asser- 
tion of privilege does not establish the privilege. 
In the ultimate analysis, it is the Court which de- 
cides whether the subject is indeed covered by 
privilege. 

It is thus necessary to understand the nature 
and scope of executive privilege as it has been 
recognized in jurisprudence. We are heirs to 
‘American jurisprudence on this subject, and we 
derive our understanding of the nature and con- 
cept of executive privilege from American ju- 
risprudence. 

In simplest term, as the Court has put it, execu- 
tive privilege is the power of the executive to 
withhold certain types of information from the 
public, from the courts and from Congress. More 
precisely, however, itis not just one privilege but a 
variety of privileges. “One variety of the privi- 
lege,” constitutional scholar Laurence Tribe ex- 
plains, “is the state secrets privilege invoked by US 
Presidents, beginning with Washington, on the 
ground that the information is of such nature that 
its disclosure would subvert crucial military or 
diplomatic objectives. Another variety is the in- 
{former's privilege, or the privilege of the Govern- 
ment not to disclose the identity of persons who 
furnish information of violations of law to offi- 
cers charged with the enforcement of that law. Fi 
nally, a generic privilege for internal delibera- 
tions has been said to attach to intra-governmen- 
tal documents reflecting advisory opinions, rec- 
ommendations and deliberations comprising part 
ofa process by which governmental decisions and 
policies are formulated.” 


Very importantly, however, the Court also not- 
ed: "That a type of information recognized as 
privileged does not, however, necessarily mean 
that it would be considered privileged in all in- 
stances, For in determining the validity of a claim 
of privilege, the question that must be asked is 
not only whether the requested information falls 
within one of the traditional privileges, but also 
whether that privilege should be honored in a 
given procedural setting.” 

Thus, the fact that the Court has upheld the ex- 
istence of executive privilege in jurisprudence 
does not mean that the Court has upheld the priv- 
йерей nature of the claims so far made by the 
government. For instance, the decision did not 
mean that the information Brig. Gen. Francisco 
Gudani was prevented from communicating was 
privileged in nature. What Gudani knows might 
just be information which the public has every 
right to know. This can be verified in a closed 
door hearing of the Court. 

Hence, again, the claim of government victory 
in the tribunal's decision on EO 464 is premature, 
tosay the least. 

How about the fact that the Court upheld the 
validity of BP 880? Was that а meaningful gov- 
emment victory? 

‘The significant point of the decision is not so 
much the fact that it upheld BP 880 which, after 
all, is largely a codification of earlier decisions on 
assembly and petition. What is more significant is 
that it upbraided the government for adopting a 
dangerously vague policy of “calibrated preemp- 
tive response" and blamed it for not having estab- 
lished freedom parks; ordered municipalities to 
establish freedom parks within a given period af- 
ter which, if they failed to do so, all open parks 
would be considered freedom parks; and empha- 
sized that if a requested permit was not granted 
within two days it should be considered as grant- 
ed. That is hardly a government victory worth 
boasting about. 

In conclusion, let me just say: It is difficult to 
awaken a person who is already awake. 


Public servant as a whistle-blower: reflections 


DECIDING TO BECOME A WHISTLE-BLOWER IS 
по easy matter. One has to grapple with one's 
conscience and with the dangers and uncertain- 
ties he or she must face for such a decision. That is 
why a number of whistle-blowers eventually suc- 
cumbed to pressures, threats and material entice- 
ments thrown at them to “persuade” them to re- 
tract, Indeed, some whistle-blowers have been 
blown to kingdom come and silenced forever. 

Public servants, as “insiders,” can minimize (at 
least) the incidence of irregularities in govern- 
ment. It may be the spirit of altruism—the desire 
to make a difference in the lives of others—that 
impels some of them to become whistle-blowers 
and defy the dangers and the fears that come 
with their self-imposed calling. It is just so tragic 
that most of us choose to remain deaf and blind to 
the shenanigans in our midst, thus allowing graft. 
"and corruption to flourish right within the bu- 
reaucracy. 

Corruption in government is reflective of the 
moral decadence in our society. But it is not only 
corruption in government that is keeping our na- 
tion stuck in the doghouse. 

Ош culture has also been corrupted. We 
seem to have lost the long-held Filipino values 
of hiya, delicadeza, utang na loob and palabra 
de honor. We have allowed our positive cultural 
traits to be smothered by insatiable greed. We 
now put on high pedestals people with wealth 
and power, no matter how they may have ac- 
quired them. 

It is imperative for us to bring ourselves out 
ofthe doghouse and backto higher ground, and 
to recover our sense of integrity, righteousness, 
uprightness, decency, honesty, patriotism and 

nationalism, as well as our taste for simple liv- 


JOSE RIZAL, IN HIS ESSAY, "THE PHILIPPINES A 
Century Hence,” observed that, “All the petty in- 
surrections that have occurred in the Philippines 
were the work of a few fanatics or discontented 
soldiers, who had to deceive and humbug the 
people or avail themselves of their powers over 
their subordinates to gain their ends, So they all 
failed. No insurrection had a popular character, 
or was based on a need of the whole race, or was 
fought for human rights or justice; so it left no in- 
effaceable impressions ... when they saw that 
they had been duped, the people bound up their 
wounds and applauded the overthrow of the dis- 
turbers of their peace! But what if the movement 
springs from the people themselves and based its 
causes upon their woes?” 

He was referring, of course, to all the previous 
revolts; he was pointing, in a sense, to the possi- 
bility—which became fact a few years after he 
wrote his essay—of a revolution for national, and 
not local, liberation. And yet the Philippine revo- 
lution, which Rizal branded as premature, failed, 
too, 

Apolinario Mabini, summing up the fall of 
the First Republic, wrote, “To sum it up, the 
Revolution failed because it was badly led; be- 
‘cause its leader won his post by reprehensible 
rather than meritorious acts; because instead 
of supporting the men most useful to the peo- 
ple, he made them useless out of jealousy. Iden- 
tifying the aggrandizement of the people with 
his own, he judged the worth of men not by 
their ability, character and patriotism, but 
rather by their degree of friendship and kinship 
with him; and anxious to secure the readiness 
of his favorites to sacrifice themselves for him, 
he was tolerant even of their transgressions. 
Because he thus neglected the people, they for- 
зоок him; and forsaken by the people, he was 
bound to fall like a waxen idol melting in the 
heat of adversity.” 

Within the living memory of Filipinos today, 
there have been many notable rebellions, and on 
the whole, they have all failed. The Sakdalistas of 
the 1930s became the Makapilis of the 1940s, de- 
spised and hated by their countrymen; the Huk- 
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ing and commitment to genuine public service. 
We should extol sincerity and thumb down dis- 
honesty and opportunism. It would be good for 
us to inculcate in our hearts and minds these 
words of President Manuel L. Quezon: “Poverty 
with honor is preferable to wealth with dishon- 
or” 

Indeed, moral fortitude manifests itself in a 
simple and honest Ме. Og Mandino has this ad- 
vice: “Learn to live with honest poverty, if you 
must, and turn to more important matters, than 
transporting gold to your grave." The Holy Book 
also teaches that "An honorable person acts hon- 
esty and stands firm for what is right.” (Isaiah. 
32:8) 

‘While promoting a culture of integrity in the 
public service, we must develop a culture of ex- 
cellence in the work place. We must seek to rise 
above our weaknesses—institutional ог person- 
al—and vigorously aim for greatness. The prima- 
ту consideration should be love of country, honest 
and efficient service to the people, not loyalty or 
gratitude to the appointing authority. 

This means putting up systems that encourage 
teamwork, creativity and critical thinking; pro- 
fessionalism, merit system, leadership and ac- 
countability; dynamic, progressive and inspiring 
leadership; free expression and active participa- 
tion in the processes of decision-making. People 
in government need to be empowered, too. 

‘At the same time, it is vital for the citizens of a 


Why revolts fail 
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Manuel L. Quezon III 


balahap movement, virtually knocking at the 
gates of Manila at one point, degenerated into 
banditry and brigandage; the New People's Army, 
proclaiming the historical certainty of victory 
since 1969, waits still for history to catch up with 
its propaganda—even as the country reacts to at- 
tempts to liquidate its leadership with scandalous 
indifference. Gregorio Honasan is once more in 
hiding, and over him and his methods continues 
to hover the shadow of a country that won't for- 
give his troops for killing bystanders in 1987. 

The fact remains, however, that the Sakdalis- 
tas, the Huks, the RAM, all failed; the NPA is 
nowhere near even the end of the beginning of 
its revolution. Of course, their enemy—the 
Philippine government and whoever they be- 
lieve either assists it or props it up—has more 
arms, more soldiers and officers, more resources 
and foreign assistance; but these things are not 
enough to explain why, despite its many defects, 
the government is still here and its enemies are 
not. Rizal's and Mabini's indictments remain as 
relevant today as they were when they were 
written. 

1n 1985, E Sionil Jose gathered four Huk veter- 
ап leaders—Casto Alejandrino, Jesus B. Lava, 
Fred Saulo and Luis Taruc—for a reunion of sorts, 
to discuss why the Huk rebellion failed. Alejandri- 
то gave his reasons: class antagonism "between 
the manual workers and the non-manual work- 
ers,” particularly che workers’ resentment against 
intellectuals. Out of this perpetual tension 
emerged another problem: the movement 
"wasn't able to create, develop, a leader who is 
good in fighting and at the same time is an intel- 
lectual" 

Jesus Lava, on the other hand, put forward 


democratic country to assume a greater role in 
changing or reforming society. And any change 
should reflect the sovereign will 

‘The sovereign will may be expressed not only 
during elections but also in charting policies for 
better governance, greater transparency and 
greater accountability. This only underscores the. 
fact that it is a people's inherent right to decide 
their own fate. Our experience has shown us that 
surrendering this right to our elected leaders has 
been a debacle, as politicians would rather pro- 
tect their own interests first and foremost even 
before they represent the people's. 

For us in the bureaucracy, this dark hour of our 
country's existence is a defining moment. Shall 
же stand firm by our sacred oath to genuinely 
serve our people under the doctrine that public 
office is a public trust? Can we muster the 
‘courage to denounce corruption? 

Or would we rather submit to a sense of power- 
lessness and remain indifferent, and thus tur 
our backs on our obligation to bequeath to our 
children and the future generations of Filipinos a 
better Philippines and a brighter future? 

То remain numb to our people's anguish in the 
midst of corruption is to conspire with the evil 
forces that are eating up our national body and 
soul. This is an act of betrayal—a betrayal of our 
people. And therefore, unforgivable. 

Edmund Burke said: “All that is necessary for 
evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing.” 


Ruben M. Manatad is the resident ombudsman of 
the National Food Authority in Region 8. He is one 
of those who exposed the switching of smuggled rice 
(confiscated in June 2002 by the Bureau of Cus- 
toms in Hindang, Leyte) with sawdust, 


four categories of errors he thought the move- 
ment committed. First, he felt the Maoist strate- 
gy of surrounding the cities from the country- 
side was wrong. Second, seeing the United 
States had accepted communist rule in China 
made the Huks think the Americans could live 
with a communist victory in the Philippines. 
Third, the Huks suffered from a military defi- 
ciency: “We had no theoretical training in war- 
fare techniques.” Then, they were unable to re- 
plenish their losses in the field (in large part, be- 
cause people were frightened by the govern- 
ment): Even “if the people were emotionally and 
psychologically predisposed, and intellectually 
convinced of the nobility and justice of our 
cause, they would rather stay out than become 
involved in the struggle.” 

Saulo's explanation was simpler. "We didn't 
know when to advance and when to retreat,” he 
said, and admitted to a personal failure of nerve: 
[had in mind the change of tactics from military 
struggle to parliamentary struggle, but 1 did not 
have the courage to present this to the authorities 
in the movement because I might be liquidated.” 
He felt the Huks had an opportunity to make this 
‘change when President Quirino was fighting for 
his political life against Ramon Magsaysay. Taruc, 
for his рап, said Saulo's fear of being killed, had 
he expressed criticism, showed one big cause for 
the Huks failure: Dissent could earn you a bullet. 
‘Add to this a fetish for dogmatic purity which 
hurt many potential allies, including peasants. 
He said he opposed the proposition that “Those 
who are not with us are against us,” and preferred 
the one that stated: “Those who are not against us 
are with us.” 

And yet, the overwhelming number of our peo- 
ple stubbornly insist on political solutions to eco- 
nomic and social problems: the ballot remains 
the magic bullet. For its adherence to this view, 
the publicis portrayed as either selfish, or silly or 
even suicidal, But what if the people are right? 
And those insisting on the other solutions are 
wrong? As Rizal asked, what then? 

Comments welcome at wwwquezon.ph/blog. 


~ 


Sharing 

WHY IS MAY 1 SO SIGNIFICANT THAT THE PEOPLE OF 
every country—except the United States, Canada and 
South Africa—choose this day to commemorate Interna- 
tional Workers' Day? 

Most baby boomers would probably remember, from 
their history lessons back in high school, that in 1884 the 
Federation of Organized Trades and Labor Unions in the 
United States 
passed a resolution 
demanding an 8- 
hour workday effec- 
tive May 1, 1886. 
When that day came 
and it became clear 
that no favorable legislation was forthcoming from the US 
Congress, workers went on a general strike. The mass ac- 
vu ‘was marred by the bloody Haymarket Riot in Chicago, 
Tllinois. 

But why does the United States celebrate Labor Day in 
September, when the May Day rallies began on American 
зой? Partly because the first ever Labor Day parade was held 
оп Sept. 5, 1882, when 10,000 workers from various labor 
unions gathered at Union Square in New York City to ask for 
better working conditions. In 1894, President Grover Cleve- 
land, fearing the growing militancy shown during May Day 
rallies, declared the first Monday of September as the official 
US Labor Day. 

Tn the Philippines, the first Labor Day rally was held in 
1903, when about 100,000 workers organized by the Union 
Obrero Democratica de Filipinas marched on Malacafiang, 
also to demand better working conditions. 

These bits of history, however, might not be part of the 
stock knowledge of many of today's high school students for 
many reasons—like the lack of accurately written history 
textbooks and supplemental reading materials. 

Indeed, the Department of Education's Fact Sheet for Aca- 
demic Year 2004-2005 shows that the Fourth Year High 
School Mean Percentage Score for Araling Panlipunan (So- 
cial Studies, which includes History) is 50.01 percent, This 
means that the average public school senior student gets 
about half of the test questions correctly. The national high 
school average achievement rate is 46.8 percent for all tests 
(Le. Math, Science, English, Filipino and Araling Pan- 
lipunan). 

But don't despair because help is on the way—from 
people who are willing to share what they have. Consider, 
for example, the Education Revolution activities of Capi- 
tol University in Cagayan de Oro City. The activities start- 
ed in 2004 when its president, lawyer Casimiro Juarez Jr., 
signed a memorandum of agreement with the Foundation 
for Worldwide People Power (FWWPP) as an Education 
Revolution program partner in Cagayan de Oro City. Thus, 
Capitol University took on the job of drafting and imple- 
menting a comprehensive community development plan 
anchored on improving the quality of education for an en- 
tire barangay. 

Anybody involved in social development work knows that 
community empowerment is not an activity to be taken 
lightly. 

Fortunately, Capitol University has both the academic dis- 
cipline and field experience to successfully address the cam- 
munity-specific issues that have cropped up during the past 
two years. Dr. Alice M. Diel, director of the university's Re- 
search and Extension Office, mobilized community exten- 
sion officers from the different colleges to spearhead notjust 
one but an entire set of programs for community empower- 
ment and education improvement, collectively known as 
CARE SEED (Change Agent Research Extension Socio Eco- 
nomic and Environmental Development). 

Diel recently visited the FWWPP's offices here in Manila to 
tell us that through CARE SEED, the Education Revolution 
has begun to flourish in Cagayan de Oro City. 

The pupils of St. John the Baptist Elementary School, 
Capitol University’s adopted public school, have been under- 
going remedial and tutorial classes in English, Science and 
Numeracy. At the same time, they were made beneficiaries of 
a school-feeding program. Concurrently, the parents have 
been offered the option to attend -alternative non-formal 
schooling so they can reinforce their children's studies at 
home. 

То promote positive civic values, CARE SEED conducts 
continuing seminars on basic health services for both chil- 
dren and parents. CARE SEED also runs several communi 
development activities, such as livelihood and skills train- 
ings, community organizing and leadership sessions, tech- 
niques for setting up of cooperatives, and seminars on crime 
and drug prevention. It even spearheads marine environ- 
ment protection and conservation activities, given Cagayan 
де Oro's rich aquatic ecosystem. 

Diel tells us that she and her group strive to be as sei 
tive as possible to the pulse of their adopted communities 
through focus group discussions. Diel says that parents 
and other community members are now active in these fo- 
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Capito! University—with people like Juarez and Diel, and 
their team of community extension officers—can do much 
for the communities that it routinely interacts with. But even 
a single individual can make a big difference. 

Natasha Tabucal earned a college degree after several 
years of hard work. She has a world of options open to her. 
However, she has decided to enroll in the UP College of Edu- 
cation for a Certificate in Professional Education because she 
really wants to teach in a public school. 

“Thave long wanted to become a teacher but was not real- 
ly encouraged before. [Bur] three years after graduating 
from college, 1 have decided that teaching is really what 1 
want to do," Natasha wrote іп an e-mail she sent to us re- 
cently, She added that when she told people about her plan 
and especially about the part where she wants to teach in a 
public school, not afew eyebrows were raised. 

Natasha continues, “Honestly, this career change is a bit 
scary, but I know this is what my heart tells me to do." 

‘We at the FWWPP are happy to have played a part in Capi- 
tol University’s Education Revolution for Cagayan de Oro 
City. We are elated that there are people like Juarez and Diel 
who share our vision that education is the best weapon 
against poverty. We are likewise deeply moved by Natasha's 
gesture, Whatever happens, she already has made a differ. 
ence. 

(You may send e-mail to the author at execdir@fww- 
pporg) 


Butch Hernandez is executive director of the Foundation for 
Worldwide People Power. 
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of oil deregulation? 


NOWADAYS, А 
most everybody 
agrees that Republic 
Act 8479 or the Oil 
Deregulation Act of 
1998 must be re- 
viewed in the face of 
the non-stop escala- 
tion of oil prices and 
the scandalous prof- 
its of major oil com- 
panies in the coun- 
чу. 

The review should 
be immediately done. 
if only to calm down 
the growing restive- 
ness among our peo- 
ple who have to con- 
tend with new 
and/or higher taxes, 


^ STRONGER 


Arthritic patients suffer 
exctuciating pain 
24 hours a day. 


It’s the only life 
they know. Or knew. 


Now here’s a 
painless breakthrough 
from Pfizer. 


Pain can be so debilitating, it affects not 
only the patient but his family as well. But 
thanks to Pfizer’s breakthroughs in medical 
research, medicines for pain management 
and serious conditions like arthritis, 
hypertension, bad cholesterol, and severe 
infections have changed the lives of 
countless sufferers, for the better. Salamat 
sa Maykapal, sa alaga ni Doktor, at sa mga 
gamot na binuhusan ng research, there is 
hope of a better, stronger, and longer life. 
Sulit na sulit talaga! 


Dahil mahalaga ang buhay, ang gamot 
dapat sulit. 


Dapat Sulit. 


ASK YOUR DOCTOR ABOUT PRIZER'S SULIT MEDICINES TODAY. [pfizer] 
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Colon Cleansing C-Lium' Fibre 
Prevents Colon Cancer 2 


^ AVAILABLE AT MERCURY DRUG AND ALL LEADING DRUG STORES 


‘TXT 4 INFO; 09167410346 


rising cost of living got 
and an inept govern- 
ment. 

But we dare ask 
again, where are the 
advocates of the oil 
deregulation — law? 
Where are the law- 
makers, present and 
past, who supported 
the passage of that 
law? Where are those 
who quickly refiled 
the oil deregulation 
bil when the 
Supreme Court nulli- 
fied RA 8180 or the 
Oil Deregulation Act 
of 1996? They should 
be facing the public 
today and defend 
their centerpiece leg- 
islation. 

"Where is President 
Ramos who certified 
the bill as priority ad- 
ministration mea- 
sure? Where are the 
economists who 
painted gloom-and- 
doom scenarios in 
ihe event Congress 
failed to pass the oil 
deregulation mea- 
sure? Didn't they 
promise a better 
economy and open 
competition that will 
drive the oil prices 
down? What have we. 


spent 
millions, 

possibly billions, of 
taxpayer money in 
committee meetings, 
public hearings, tech- 
nical working groups 
and bicameral confer- 
ences in order to pass 
a law that is now 
proving to be disas- 
trous to the economy 
and to the lives of our 
poor. 

We challenge the 
adherents of ой 
deregulation who 
were amazingly opti- 
mistic about their 
economic projections 
to awaken from their 
slumber and come 
out of their holes and. 
do a repeat perfor- 
mance—show an ob- 
jective and scientific. 
presentation of how 
or why oil deregula- 
tion would benefit 
the public. 

RAYMOND 
PALATINO, 
president, 
Kabataan 
Sectoral Party, 
mongpalatino 
@gmail.com 


Quotes and misquotes 
on phone project 


‘THIS IS IN RESPONSE TO THE NEWS ITEM 
headlined “Phones in $20M village project 
don't have dial tones,” written by Julie S. АН- 
pala. (PDI, 4/9/06) 

T would like to make the following correc- 
tions: 

1. Quoting me, she reported “that about 
1,000 phone lines under the TSB project аге 
not working in the peninsula.” What 1 actually 
said was that there are about 1,000 TSB phone 
lines in Zamboanga, but I never said that none 
of them was working. 

2. She also reported that I said, “Because of 
‘mismanagement, Congress decided to discon- 
tinue the project." To be precise, what I actual- 
ly told her was that Congress decided not to 
fund the project any further. It was the Depart- 1 
ment of Transportation and Communications 
that decided to discontinue the project be- 
cause of lack of funds. 

3. Finally, she quoted me as saying that my 
agency “was pursuing the TSB project using 
the Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP) tech- 
nology.” What I really said was that the TSB 
project has been discontinued. The VOIP pro- 
ject is an altogether separate project, not an 
expansion of the TSB project. As such, the 
VOIP project has nothing to do with the TSB 
project. 

In addition, Alipala reported that 1 am the 
“assistant secretary for telecommunications." 
This gave the impression that I'm from the 
DOTC. The fact is, I have never worked at the 
DOTCin my whole life. lam an ex-officio com- | 
missioner of the Commission on Information 
and Communications Technology and the as- 1 
sistant secretary of the Telecommunications , 
Office. I have held this position since Dec. 9, 3 
2005, long after the events surrounding the 
implementation of the TSB project had tran- 
spired. I do not have any first-hand informa- 
tion about the implementation of the TSB pro- 
ject, having heard about it from other sources $ 
only. 

Tam certain that the errors in Alipala’s arti- 
cle are not intentional. Nevertheless, [hope Юг 
the timely publication of this letter to correct 
and clarify the inaccurate reports 

FRANCISCO S. PEREZ TI, 
assistant secretary, 
Telecommunications Office 

and ex officio commissioner, , 
Commission on Information 
and Communications Technology, 
A. Roces Avenue, Quezon City 


‘According to my record of our conversation, 
Perez said that almost all of thé 1,000 TSB lines 
in the Zamboanga peninsula do not work; that , 
because of mismanagement, "Congress decided * 
that it should discontinue the project"; that 
“TSB will use VOIP capability which is more , 
cost effective especially if you use long distance | 
calls." (He did not say the two are separate pro- 3 
jects.) The story made no mention that he is | 
with the DOTC. i 
—JULIE S. ALIPALA, 
correspondent, PDI Mindanao Bureau ! 
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APPEAL TO GMA: STOP KILLINGS 


Kin of slain activists to join protests 


LUCENA CITY—WITH THE RENEWED WAVE OF ing the AFP to withdraw, ОВ, dated Sept, and 24r hesaid. 
killings of activists, families of the victims will also manie uu ends ported DETA аз “cae 
join the protest march on Mendiola today to ask окы a m пани e €: for the 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to orderastoptothe ^ жонин DE CASIO іб. adem окан re 

d 1 He added that all political nizations wrongly accused as CPP. 
series of murders of progressive leaders and mem- killings were produets ofa vicious front.” 

5 .. conspiracy that purportedly in- — "Thememobetrays Arroyo and 
bers across the country, a top official of the party- Solved Malacafiang and the mili- her cabal of military generals as 
list group Bayan Muna announced yesterday. tary. the brains behind the web of MIG 

De Castro also asked the (Military Intelligence Group) 
Robert de Castro, Bayan Muna А Bayan Muna activist іп Que- Catholic Bishops Conference of agents who killed 564 activists," 
national deputy secretary gener- zon and five others were killed in the Philippines to “uphold life іп he said. 
al, said relatives of their slain different areas in Bicol since last йз fullest.” De Castro said the wave of 
members from Southern Tagalog week. "Condemning political killings killings was in compliance with 
and Eastern Visayas would march Figures from Karapatan, amili- is a prophetic stand,” he said in OBL,” а purported military cam- 
Slongeide with oiher protesters. tant human rights organization, his appeal to one of the most іл. paign to destroy the New People's 
THe said local chapters in Que- show that at least 564 political entia voices in this predomi- Army and other leftist groups 


zon and Bicol had also been get- killings had been recorded since nantly Catholic country, within five years with 2006 as the 

ting in touch with families of the President Macapagal-Arroyo as- Bayan Muna challenged final year. 

latest victims to be able to join sumed office in 2001. Congress and the Senate to con- Armed Forces spokesperson 

IS Ma сойесцме condemna. De Castro said Bayan Muna clude and make a stand on vari- Maj. Gen. Jose Angel Honrado 

tion of the killings. had lost 90 members since the ous human rights investigations has confirmed the existence of 
Tice families believe that the start of the Arroyo administra. conducted by their committees. е OBL but stressed that it had 

killings were perpetrated by sol- tion. "They should specifically com- nothing to do with legal leftist or- 


diers, but military authorities “We challenge Ms Arroyo to pel the AFP to produce the J2 ganizations. Delfin T. Mullari Jr, 
have strongly denied the charge. хор political hypocrisy by order. memorandum of Gen. Tirso Danga PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Police file murder charges vs wounded labor leader 


CALAMBA CITY—CAVITE POLICE He said the charges had been He defended Lara, the chief of wrongdoing of one of their mem- 
‘on Saturday said charges of frus- fled at the provincial prosecutor's the intelligence division of his of- bers. 

Carel amd saempted murder һай office in тиз afew hours ater the fice, saying his men were on their һу Vilegas, secretary general 
Бес бей agains a labor leader labor leader allegedly ambushed way to an anti-illegal drugs oper- of the Bagong Alyansang Mak- 
‘who engaged a group of police in- SPOI Romeo Lara and two others ation when the shooting hap- abayan (Bayan) in Cavite, said фе 
telligence agents in a shootout in along the coastal road in Barangay pened. statements made by Supt. Rodel Ser- 
Imus, Cavite on Friday even as mili- Anabu. “Т don’t know what really hap- monia, intelligence chief of the 
шр avn for an impardal inves. Casto said Cristobal had been pened there, but the operation Cavite police, were responsible and 
tigation ofthe incident. placed under arrest and police- was in our blotter” Castro said immature. 

Imus police chief Supt. Efren men had been guarding him at over the phone. She said Sermonia’s pro- 
BARBECUE FESTIVAL pars ZAMERANOPDI NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU Castro said they filed one countof the Our Lady of Pillar Hospital, Militant groups іп Cavite nouncement ina radio interview 
Residents and visitors grill pori and milkfish among others frustrated murder and two counts also in Imus. pressed for а speedy and impar- that it was Cristobal who tried to 
during the Beggang ti Rang-ay Barbecue Festival, part of the lamempied murder against Ge. Both Cristobal and Lara were in tial investigation of the shooting Kill Lara was an attempt to hide 
fiesta celebration in Alcala, Pangasinan. Tardo Cristobal, 34, of Barangay stable condition after undergoing incident as they accused the po- thetruth. Marlon Ramos, PDI 

Malagasang, Imus. several operations, Casto said. lice of trying to conceal the Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Negros Or. to get Р90-М grant 
if it improves tax collection 


By Romy Amarado 
PDI Visayas Bureau. 


DUMAGUETE CITY—NEGROS ORI- 
ental will receive around P90 million 
in grant from the European Union 
(BU) for a health program but under 
опе condition: Improve tax collec- 
tion efficiency to sustain the under- 
taking, 

Provincial treasurer Danilo 
Mendez said the EU would extend 
grants to 15 other provinces in the 
country that have given priority to 
health services by setting aside a 
bigger budget and institutional- 
ized innovative and effective 
health programs. 

Negros Oriental has been imple- 
menting the so-called inter-local 
health zone, where contiguous lo- 


Parage 
Foormoumed d 


spun Type 


(илл 
pe 


LG does more than cool air. 
worldwide are benefiting from its Hig 
thus more savings on electricity consumption. 


үс Electronics Philippines No. 15 F Legal St, 


cal government units are clustered 
and their resources are pooled to 
improve the delivery of heglth ser- 
vices. 

Mendez said the grant would be 
used to purchase medicines, among 
other items. 

But “the EU would like to have 
the program continued even if its fi- 
nancial support was already termi- 
nated. That is why, it wants the re- 
cipient provinces to improve its tax 
collection efficiency as one of the 
conditions to receive the grant,” he 
said. 

Mendez said Negros Oriental must 
collect at least 50 percent of its delin- 
quent real property taxes as its com- 
mitment to the EU. 

“This year, we have to collect at 
least P50 million of the P100 million 
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in delinquent real property taxes in 
order for us to avail ourselves of the 
grant,” Mendez said. 

He admitted that it would be dif- 
ficult to achieve this collection 
goal, but “if everybody shall coop- 
erate, especially our municipal 
treasurers and public officials, 
there is no doubt that the amount 
can be collected." 

This is one of the reasons the 
provincial government has decided 
that pieces of real property with un- 
paid real estate taxes be publicly auc- 
tioned, Mendez said. 

Hopefully, the collection would 
have improved by the third quarter of 
this year when the EU would start re- 
leasing the amount directly to recipi- 
ent provinces on a staggered basis, 
Mendez said. 
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INDIGENOUS ACCESSORIES 


The Kalinga women use unhusked rice as accessories in their headdress and skirts 
during the recent Unoy Festival in Tinglayan, Kalinga. 
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Palaro lacks funds 
LEGAZPI CITY—This. 
year's Palarong Pam- 
bansa, which is set for 
May 7-13 and hosted by 
Bicol, is facing funding 
problems, One of its orga- 
rizers, Amaparo de Mata, 
chief of the Department of 
Education's Elementary 
Division here, said in a ra- 
dio interview on Wednesday that the allotted P54 
milion, which would be divided among the differ- 1 
ent delegations, was not enough to meettheir — ^ 
needs. The Bicol delegation was given only P1.5 
milion, almost the same amount given to a provine 
cial delegation In the Palarong Bicol. 7 
Ephraim Aguilar, PD! Southern Luzon Bureau 


LUCENA CITY—An 11-year-old boy died and at 
least seven others were seriously injured after two ч 
jeepneys collided along the national highway in 
Pitogo, Quezon on Friday. Police identified the fatalis 
ty as Arjay Regencia, of Barangay Pidac, General 
Luna. Michael Regencia, a relative of the victim, was, 
driving a jeep along the highway in Barangay Gan- 
gahin in Pitogo toward Macalelon at around 11:15 p 
a.m., overtook another vehicle and collided with an 
approaching jeep. All passengers of the two jeeps 
‘suffered serious injures in different parts of the 
body and were rushed to the hospital. Arjay was de” 
clared dead on arrival 

Delfin T. Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


NPA rebel shot dead 


LUCENA CITY—A suspected New People's Army 
rebel was kiled after he reportedly grabbed the gun 
‘of one of his captors in San Jose, Occidental Min- 
doro on Friday. Maj. Jose Broso, spokesperson of 
the Army's Southern Luzon Command, said Randy | 
Soriano, alias Ka Rodolfo, Jun and Pablo, an alleged 
member of the NPA Lucio de Guzman Command in ; 
Mindoro, was being brought to the Army headquar-| 
ters when he grabbed his captors 45 cal. pistol and 
jumped out of the vehicle, An Army soldier near the , 
area fred at the victim and hit him indifferent part | 
af the body. Soriano died on the spot 

Deitin Т. Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


6 dead in Bataan accident 
BALANGA CITY—Six people, three of them chil- 
dren, were killed on Thursday when a 10-wheel 
delivery truck hit them and later burst into 
flames in Limay town, 30 km from here. Police 
said the driver, identified as Mario Inzon, lost 
control of the steering wheel when ithitarock , 
along the Roman Expressway in Barangay Alan- ! 
gan at about 8:45 алт, The truck then hit 
Maritess Ingo, 24, her daughters Queenie, 2, 
and Alquin, 1, and niece, Baby Grace, who were 
walking on the shoulder. Police said inzon and 
his daughter were killed when the truck 
slammed a house and caught re | 
Greg Refraccion, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


3 suspected robbers slain 
CABANATUAN CITY—Three suspected highway | 
robbers were Кеп In а shootout with policemen In| 
‘Sta. Rosa, Nueva Ecija, on Thursday. Supt. Ferdi- 
nand Vero, chief of the provincial Criminal Investi- 
gation and Detection Unit, said the suspects took 
at gunpoint а 10-wheel truck loaded with 
P800,000 worth of rice at a gasoline station here at’ 
about 2:20 arm, Thursday. He said the truck owner 
Albert Castelo, 49, a псе trader from Rial, Nueva 
Ecija, told police that the robbers took his truck 
while he was resting atthe gasoline station. Caste-d 
lo said the robbers brought him to a van and 
dumped him on a road several kilometers from the} 
station, About an hour later, Vero said, the truck 
was spotted along the Nueva Ecija-Tarlac Road in 
Sta, Rosa, 12 km south of this city. Reports said i 
the robbers ignored signals for them to slow down 
‘and fred at the policemen, prompting the latter to 
fire back, The suspects—Honorio Henobes, | 
George Ardales and another man—dled inside the | 
truck that thoy hijacked. 

Anselmo Roque, PD! Central Luzon Desk 


Fertilizer from trash 
DUMAGUETE CITY—The 
Environment and Natural 
Resources Office hare is 
now producing organic 
fertilizer from the. 
biodegradable garbage it 1 
collects, City environment И 
officer Rogallo Clamonte і 
said his ol fico was pro- 
ducing 60 bags of organic 
fertilizer in 45 days, which it sold for P50 par bag ог 

1 


P2.50 рег 300 grams. Ho said the process Involved 
feoding earthworms with biodegradable wast. 
Earthworm manure becomes the organic fertilizer, 
‘Mostly спу employes buy the fertilizer, he sald. 
Romy G. Amarado, PDI Visayas Bure 
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GMA: Gov't to flush out 
terrorists from their lairs 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = 


Across the NATION | 
5 farmers missing in 


i: А» 
S. Tagalog 


| BACOLOD CITY—"THE THREAT 
| does not sleep." 

This was stressed here by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo 
| on Friday as she called on local 
government officials to remain 
vigilant against terrorist activi- 
| ties. 
| Тһе President said the con- 
tinued threat was clearly 
shown when the Philippine Na- 
| tional Police seized a cache of 
explosives reportedly intended 
to disrupt todays Labor Day 
demonstrations in a suspected 
‘Abu Sayyaf hideout in Mariki- 
na City on Thursday. 

“I congratulate the PNP for 
averting yet another terror 
plot, which shows our stead- 
fast vigilance against terror- 
ists,” she told a national con- 
ference of the Vice Mayors’ 
League of the Philippines. 


She said the government 
would not allow terrorists to 
creep into the metropolis and 
vowed that, together with local 
government officials, it would 
flush out terrorists from their 
airs in urban areas and far-fung 
jungles. 

"We must be constantly on 
alert... Letus never be cowed by 
the disciples of anarchy as we up- 
hold constitutional order and the 
тше of law at all cost,” she said. 

Ms Arroyo turned over P2.1 
million to Veronica Mondejar, a 
representative of the Revolution- 
ary Proletarian Army-Alex Bon- 
cayao Brigade Foundation, for 
the group's livelihood fund. 

‘The donation was part of her 
administrationis commitment to 
the peace process with the RPA- 
ABB, she said. Carla P Gomez, 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


Task force to speed up 
probe of farmer’s killing 


DAVAO CITY—POLICE IN DAVAO 
del Norte have created the Task 
Force Cabanit to speed up investi- 
gation and arrest of suspects in the 
April 24 killing of peasant leader 
Enrico Cabanit in Panabo City. 
Cabanit, 54, secretary general of 
the Pambansang Ugnayan ng mga 
Nagsssarling Lokal na Organisas- 
yon sa Kanzyunan (Unorka), was 
shot and killed by two men at the 
Panabo public market at around 6 


pm, 
His daughter, Daffodil, who 
was also hit during the attack. 
Cabanit “struggled for the full 
implementation of the compre- 
hensive agrarian reform program 
and up until his death, he was 
hoping, although there was a lit 
tle frustration, that the poor will 
be given land,” said Rosauro 
Tapal, Unorka chair in Mindanao. 
Provincial police chief Senior 
‘Supt, Jaime Morente said Cabanis 
death could be related to land is- 


sues. The motive and identities of 
the suspects were still being deter- 
mined, he said. 

Cabanit was among the re- 
trenched workers of Tagum Devel- 
opment Corp, a banana company 
‘owned by the family of Davao del 
Norte Rep. Antonio Floirendo. He 
had been pushing for the distribu- 
tion of the land occupied by the 
company 

Richard Uajan, lawyer for the 
Floirendos, said his clients could 
not understand why they were 
being implicated in Cabanit’s 
death. 

“The Floirendos did not have a 
quarrel with the victim. We are 
saddened by this incident and we 
welcome any investigation about 
this," Uajan said. 

Cabanit, the fourth peasant 
leader killed this month, will be 
buried today. Jeffrey M. Tupas 
and Dennis Jay C. Santos, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau 


By Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


LUCENA CITY—TWO CAVITE 
peasant activists and three Batan- 
gas farmers have been declared 
missing since Friday and were be- 
lieved to have been abducted by 
the military, according to an offi- 
cial of the militant human rights 
group Karapatan. 

Doris Cuario, secretary general 
of Karapatan-Southern Tagalog, 
identified the missing farmer 
leaders as Riel Custodio and Axel 
Pinpin, both of the Kalipunan ng 
Samahan ng mga Magsasaka ng 
Cavite. 


‘The two were reported seen 
with Aristides Sarmiento, Rico 
Tbañez and a certain Michael, all 
farmers from Tanauan City, near 
the boundary of Tagaytay City, 
Cuario said. 

Maj. Jose Broso, spokesper- 
son of the military's Southern 
Luzon Command based in Camp 
Nakar here, denied that the mil- 
itary was responsible for the dis- 
appearance of the five farmers. 

He said his office had not re- 
ceived any report about the inci- 
dent. 


Caravan 
“The past week, Riel and Axel 


were inviting farmers to join the 
Labor Day protest caravan. The 
last time that they made contact 
was on Friday. They said they 
were with the three farmers,” 
Cuario said. 

The Karapatan leader suspect- 
ed that military elements were 
behind the disappearance of the 

ive. 


Abduction 

“The military has been con- 
ducting disinformation cam- 
paign to sabotage the protest 
mobilization. They now resort 
to abduction to instill fear and 
prevent more farmers from join- 
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ing the protest actions," Cuario 
said. 

"Karapatan should just exert 
more effort to locate their 
missing members and not 
quickly point their accusing 
fingers at the military,” Broso 
said. “Their perpetual accusa- 
tion has now become a comical 
circus." 

Efforts to locate the missing 
persons in different police sta- 
tions and military camps proved 
futile, Cuario said. 

At least seven other farmers 
from Batangas province have 
“mysteriously disappeared" since 
January, according to Cuario. 
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Sierra Madre natives in Quezon flee 


LUCENA CITY—AN UNDETER- 
mined number of mountain vil 
lagers, including Agta natives, 
living in the slopes of Sierra 
Madre in General Nakar, Quezon 
have left their homes since April 
23 for fear of being caught in the 
crossfire between government 
forces and communist New Peo- 
ple's Army rebels. 

General Nakar Mayor Leovi- 
gildo Rozul said the mass evacua- 
tion started after the killing by 
unidentified men of Bayan Muna 


29 geologists 


doing geohazard 


mapping in 
Leyte, Biliran 


By Vicente S. Labro 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TACLOBAN CITY—A TEAM OF 29 GEOLO- 
gists from the Mines and Geosciences Bureau 
баз been deployed to conduct a geohazard 
survey of critical barangays in Leyte and Bili- 


Tan. 


The move came after an assessment in 
Southern Leyte showed that 94 percent of the 
villages in the province were disaster-prone. 
‘Adriano Fuego, regional director of the Of- 
fice of Civil Defense, on Friday told the INQUm- 
вк that a recent MGB rapid geohazard assess- 
ment survey in Southern Leyte revealed that 
104 barangays in that province had a high in- 


idence of landslide susceptibility. 


He said 142 others had moderate landslide 
susceptibility and 208, low landslide suscepti- 


bility. 
Few safe villages 


Only 15 barangays were found safe from 
landslides, Fuego said, citing a report of the 
MGB central office dated April 9, 2006, that 
was submitted to the National Disaster Coor- 


= dinating Council. 


‘The report disclosed that 468 of the 497 
barangays in Southern Leyte were susceptible 


‘not only to landslides but also to floods. 


Villages found to be highly susceptible to 


member Marilou Rubio and her 
brother on April 22 in Barangay 
Magsikap. 

“Agta natives and Tagalog set- 
tlers from the mountain have 
sought shelter in their relatives’ 
houses in the poblacion. They are 
afraid of getting caught in the 
middle once patrolling Army sol- 
diers engage NPA rebels,” Rozul 
said in a phone interview. 

The mayor said soldiers had 
been conducting frequent com- 
bat patrols in search of guerrillas. 
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Не quoted Magsikap's baran- 
gay chief as saying that almost 
half of the residents had sought 
refuge in town. 

Fr, Pete Montallana, coordina- 
tor of the Indigenous Peoples’ 
Apostolate in the Prelature of In- 
fanta and director of the Tribal 
Genter for Development (TCD), 
said the Agta had moved to the 
TCD building in Infanta town. 

He identified the deserted Agta 
settlements as Sitio Anibongan in 
Barangay Magsikap, Sitio Tamala 


in Barangay San Marcelino, and 
Sitio Malatunglan in Barangay 
Sablang. 

*] was told that the natives 
from Sitio Malatunglan now stay 
on the seashore,” the priest said. 

Lusing Kepatasan, Agta chieftain 
in Anibongan, said he had received 
information that he was included in. 
the military's order of battle as sus- 
pected NPA civilian ally. 

"Thats why I immediately left 
home and my farm, and stayed in 
Infanta. l'm not afraid of my safe- 


ty but of my people,” he said in a 
phone interview. 

Southern Luzon Command 
spokesperson Maj. Jose Broso 
blamed the rebels for the exodus, 

“They have been spreading de- 
ceiving and malicious informa- 
tion that the military was behind 
the murders (of a leftist activist 
and her brother) when in faet, the 
Killings were perpetrated by their 
own killer squad," he said. 

Montallana said the natives 
were concerned not only with their 


SAND CASTLES IN BORACAY 
‘This man puts the finishing touches on a sand castle he built on. 
such castles collect contributions from people who take souvenir pi 


the beach of Boracay. Groups or individuals who construct 
hotos of their creations and earn about P200 a day. 
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juangco family in Tarlac. 


landslides were those in Maasin City and the 
towns of San Francisco, Liloan, San Ricardo, 
St. Bernard and Sogod. 

‘Southern Leyte has been repeatedly hit by 
killer landslides, which have claimed hun- 
dreds of lives. Badly hit on Feb. 12 were 
Barangay Agas-agas in Sogod town, where 
seven persons were buried alive, and Baran- 
gay Guinsaugon in St. Bernard on Feb. 17, 
where more than a thousand people were 
killed when a mudslide covered the whole vil- 
lage with mud and big boulders. 

1а December 2003, some 150 people died 
їп landslides that hit San Ricardo and San 
Francisco towns, also in Southern Leyte. 


Technical team 

"The MGB team now conducting a rapid ge- 
ological assessment in Leyte and Biliran is 
composed of technical personnel from the 
agency's central and regional offices in the 
Ilocos, Central Luzon, Metro Manila, Central 
Visayas, Northern Mindanao and Eastern 
Visayas. 

MGB-Eastern Visayas Director Loreto B. Al- 
buro is the overall project coordinator, while 
Salvio Lasema, a supervising science research 
specialis from the central office, is the field 
coordinator, MGB-8 information officer Delia 
Abasolo said in а press release. 

The geohazard survey in the two provinces 
started on April 18 and will end on May 15, 
shesaid. 

She said that a village noted to have high 
landslide risks would be presented a Land- 
slide Threat Advisory, to inform the barangay 
of its susceptibility to landslides or floods. 
Recommendations on what actions to take in 
case of emergency would also be given to the 
village, she added. 


and Geosciences Bureau in Central Luzon 
has recommended a stop to quarrying ac- 
tivities at the Hacienda Luisita due to 
some violations and as the government 
prepares land distribution at the sugar es- 
tate. 

Regional Director Angel Bravo signed 
the recommendation on April 24, MGB 
mines division regional chief Reynaldo 
Cruz said on Wednesday during a dia- 
logue with government officials and lead- 
ers of the United Luisita Workers Union 
(Ulwu) here. 

Sand extracted from some areas inside 
the hacienda are being used in the 
Japanese-funded Subic-Clark-Tarlac Ex- 
pressway Project (SCTEP). 

Cruz said the order would cover Rio 
Grande Builders and Aggregates Corp. 
and all other quarry operators within the 
5,938-hectare estate owned by the Co- 


American firm 


By Alex V. Pal 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


VALENCIA, NEGROS  ORIENTAL—AN 
American company looking for a substitute. 
for coconut oil is planting 18,000 hectares 
of land in southern Negros Oriental to 
Jetropa, commonly known as "tüba-tuba." 

This poisonous weed, which thrives on 
rocky and hard soil, is believed to lead the 
‘country in its quest for cheaper fuel alter- 
natives in view of the escalating prices of 
crude oil. 

Paul A. Aquino, president of the Philip- 
pine National Ой Co.-Energy Develop- 


‘The order, he said, would be addressed 
to Hazama Corp., a member of the joint 
venture building the Clark-Tarlae portion 
of the SCTER 

Hazama and Hacienda Luisita Inc. have 
entered into a memorandum of agreement 
allowing the former to quarry sand within 
the estate for a year until November 2006. 
It was based on that document that the 
Tarlac provincial government issued Rio 
Grande a three-month special permit. 

Rio Grande is the only company that 
got such permit, indicating that other 
Quarry firms at the estate have been oper- 
ating illegally. 

DENR agencies have joined in settling 
the row as Ulwu leaders, in an April 11 dia- 
logue with the Department of Agrarian Re- 
form, sought an end to quarrying activities. 

"These [activities] are destroying the 
lands that are covered for distribution to 


ment Corp. (PNOC-EDC), said the Ameri- 
can company would be planting the 
Jetropa inside the 133,000-ha Southern 
Negros Geothermal Project Reservation, 
which is government land, in the next few 
months. 

He declined to name the American 
firm. 

Three kilos of Jetropa would yield one 
liter of oil, an ideal substitute to coconut 
oil, 

‘Coconut oil has been ruled out as a vi- 
able alternative because the price of co- 
conut oil, which is vital in the production 
of biodiesel, has gone up. 


MGB wants quarrying stopped at Luisita 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—THE MINES 


farm workers,” Ulwu president Rene 
Galang said 

According to the union, the quarry ac- 
tivities cover 14 hectares in Asturias, 17 
ha in Bantug, seven ha in Cutcut, all on 
the Tarlac City side of the estate; 40 ha in 
Mabilog, 20 ha in Pasajes, and five ha in 
Parang, all on the Concepcion side. 

Citing last weeks investigation by the 
MGB, Cruz said the company took sand 
outside of the five-hectare area covered 
by its permit in Asturias. It did not have 
an environmental clearance certificate 
from the EMB, he said. 

‘The probe confirmed the illegal quarry- 
ing in Bantug and other parts of Asturias. 

1а an April 24 memorandum, the envi- 
ronment and natural resources office of 
the provincial government said “indiscrim- 
inate quarrying” by Rio Grande was found 
in Asturias and Bantug. Tonette Orejas, 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


to plant coconut oil substitute 


"What's good about this crop is that it is 
poisonous and therefore not fit for human 
consumption. And thisis native to Negros 
Oriental, along with 38 other varieties" 
Aquino said. 

"We need to plant five million hectares 
of Jetropa if we have to substitute all 
diesel consumption in the county,” 
Aquino said. A 10-percent substitution 
would require only 500,000 ha of land. 

То be viable, it must be grown only in 
public land. 

“You cannot plant Jetropa in private 
land where you have to pay lease that 
would bea losing venture,” Aquino said. 


Fair media treatment on ‘terrorism’ urged 


COTABATO CITY—MUSLIMS DO NOT 
really need time slots for religious af- 
fairs to assert “fair” media treatment, 
according to local critics of intolerance 
and discrimination. 

Mayor Saudi Ampatuan Jr. of Datu 
Saudi Uy Ampatuan town in Maguin- 
danao said Muslims should instead 
assert objectivity of presentation, not 
only by the media, but also by news 
sources, particularly on the issue of 
terrorism. 

Ampatuan instead cautioned news 
sources against a “double-standard” 
application of the word “terrorism,” 

He cited the powerful explosion on a 
roadside that killed his father, then the 
mayor of Dati Piang, Maguindanao, 
and 15 others on Dec. 24, 2002. 

He said the nature and impact of 
the attack, being that of terrorism, 
was not emphasized in the news re- 
port, as compared to those on similar 
incidents that occurred in big cities, 
Instead, he said, a motive—poli- 
tics—was quickly established, 

Ampatuan said bombings which 
victimize Muslims were reported on 
the basis of a roughly drawn theory 


оп motives rather than on the nature 
of the attack, “although, the media 
may not be entirely at fault here.” 

City Councilor Anwar Malang, а 
lawyer, said nobody should be afraid 
of labeling as long as the media and 
their sources remained firm about 
fair treatment and objectivity. 

Malang recalled that following the 
2003 bombings in Davao City, Muslim 
residents complained of bombs 
lobbed outside a mosque or the 
minaret of another mosque having 
been attacked with gunfire. 

But news reports had it that the 
unidentified attackers were merely 
“vigilantes.” 

"if such is the case, we might as 
well change the dictionary or ency- 
clopedia meaning of the words ‘ter- 
rorism' and ‘vigilante.’ It's like saying 
‘we can’t call this or that black because 
iés the ace of flowers and not of 
spades,” Malang said. 

Muslims, for their part, should also 
speak louder in condemning terror- 
ism, he added, 

“if we can condemn a newspaper 
cartoonist, why not the source of his 


‹ П 


misimpression and misinterpretation 
by other non-Muslims?” he said, re- 
ferring to the outrage created by the 
so-called Mohammad cartoons. 

‘Another Muslim lawyer pieced sad 
tales of Muslim experiences from ter- 
ror labeling, not mainly by media but 
by sources of news stories among law 
enforcers. 

He said that aside from the indis- 
criminate “warrantless arrests” of sus- 
pected Muslim individuals, news 
sources usually failed to identify vic- 
tims of terrorism if they were Muslims, 
as what happened in the recent bomb- 
ing of a cooperative convenient store 
inJolo. 

The lawyer, who asked not to be 
identified, challenged the media to 
do comparative reports on incidents 
of attacks “with the magnitude and 
characteristics of terrorism” when 
victims were non-Muslims. 

"And what about the Good Friday 
rocket bomb attack that killed nine resi- 
dents of Indanan, Sulu with Muslim- 
sounding names, How do we call that 
апаву?” the lawyer asked. Nash B. 
‘Maulana, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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homes › 


safety but also with their farms, Я 
“This is harvesting and plant- 
ing season for the natives, They’ 
have to stay in their farms or else‘ 
face the prospect of one whole^i 
year of uncertainty and depriva-1 

tion," he said. 

The priest has called on gov- 
ernment and rebel forces to re- 
spect the “peace zones" that they:b 
declared in 2004, which encom-// 
pass the Real-Infanta-General 
Nakerarea. Delfin T. Mallari Jr, 3 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Negros Occ. | 
opens door т 


ig 
ol 


tosmall  * 
town lottery : 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau v 
CEBU CITY—NEGROS OCCIDEN- v 
tal is the first local government in" 
the Visayas that wants to embrace”? 
the operation of the Small Town 
Lottery (STL) in its locality. q 
Philippine Charity Sweep-" 
stakes Office (PCSO) Visayas- 
Mindanao manager William" 
Medici said the provincial board, 
had passed a resolution asking’, 
the agency to operate the STL in. 
the province. », 
Medici said the resolution? 
had been forwarded to the РС.» 
SO central office and its board’ 
of directors had already ap-“! 
proved the STL operation in the 
province. + 
“There is no definite date yet s^ 
to when the operation will start, ^ 
but the PCSO board has already ^ 
approved it," Medici said. ^ 


Capital A 
Medici said it might take 
some time for the STL to oper-t 
ate in а province or city Бе 
cause those applying to oper? 
ate the lottery would be re-3 
quired by PCSO to put up a 
paid-up capital of P20 million. ку 
The operators would need toM 
hire personnel who would serve 
as “ushers” or bet collectors ff)" 
the whole province or city, Medici'd 
said. i 
The results of the game will'd 
differ from every locality because”? 
the draw is localized, he said. 
Medici stressed that the PCSO, 
would only operate the STL in a? 
province or city after its provin. 
ial board or city council had 
passed a resolution inviting the 
agency to operate the project in 
their place. х 


No force " 
Medici assured the public that! 
the PCSO would not force the!” 
STL project in areas where local™ 
officials are opposed to it. m 
In Cebu City, for example, local 
officials, including Mayor Tomas; 
Osmefia, have strongly objected’ 
tothe entry ofthe STL. ü 
But Medici said local governi? 
ments should realize that the goal"? 
of operating the STL in provinces 
and cities “is still to do what is?? 
good for the people.” "n 
The LGUs, he said, would be’ 
getting their share from opera-^ 
tions in their areas. bi 
Medici said the Philippine Na-Ul 
tional Police would also have its” 
own share from the STL proceeds ^ 
to be used for its social projects. 


ATHOME 


‘Communist spokesperson Gregorio "Ka Roger" Rosal continues to speak of his 
organization's world view In the. comforts of the jung! 


seres 


| 
| 
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67,000 labor cases unresolved, says group Mo 


By Blanche S. Rivera. 


WHILE SOME 50,000 WORKERS MAKE NOISE 
on the streets today, 67,000 labor cases lie silent 
їп the National Labor Relations Commission 
(NLRC). 

‘Up to 70 percent or seven out of 10 cases con- 
cem violations of labor laws, including employers’ 
refusal or failure to give their workers the man- 
dated wages and benefits, the Federation of Free 
Workers (FFW) said, citing government records. 

The NLRC has only 54 labor arbiters na- 
tionwide to review the 67,000 pending cases. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Every month, at least an additional 35 cases 
are filed with the NLRC. 

“Labor justice is needed here, although the 
Philippines is already better off than our 
neighbors in Asia,” FFW chief legal counsel 
Sonny Matula said in a press briefing. 

Each case takes an arbiter at least six 
months to a year to resolve. They are then 
usually appealed to the NLRC commissioner 
or the Court of Appeals, Matula said. 

He said most of those who filed cases against 
their employers were members of unions or 
were educated enough to know their rights. 


Many of them were security guards, janitors 
and others in the service sector. 
Dip in union members! 

New work arrangements, however, have 
caused a decline in the number of workers in 
the Philippines who belong to labor unions, 
the National Mediation and Conciliation 
Board (NMCB) said. 

Only around 12 percent or 1.9 million of 
the 16 million formal sector workers are 
members of unions or organized labor 
groups, a smaller population than in the 


19705. 

"Thisis because of new work arrangements 
and the global economy. More people would 
Tather be independent contractors or en- 
trepreneurs than employees," NCMB Execu- 
tive Director Hans Cacdac said at the Kapihan 
sa Sulo forum on Saturday. 

The FFW urged President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo to certify as urgent the pending bills in. 
the Senate and House of Representatives that 
seek to strengthen the NLRC and enable it to 
hire more arbiters to hasten the resolution of 
labor cases. 


Labor has priority over capital, says CBCP head 


From page Al 
plus а P50 emergency costofliving al- 
lowance. This brought the daily minimum 
wage to P325. 

Bunye said Ms Arroyo will hold a “tradi- 
tional dialogue with key leaders of organized 
labor, including rep- 


ment that "plays deaf, dumb and blind,” Cruz 
said in a statement. 

"They are repeatedly told that the peso in 
their hands is becoming more and more valu- 
able, yet the same peso they have buys less 
and less," he said. 


"They are loudly informed that the national 
economy is improving fast. Yet their family eco- 
nomics is deteriorating even faster. They are told 
to be thrifty as if thrift for them were an option.” 
Manila Archbishop Gaudencio Cardinal 
Rosales said earlier that workers shouldn't be 


made to march in the streets to fight for in- 
creased wages and benefits. 

He urged the government and business- 
men to take it upon themselves to find ways 
to provide the workers with their just share of 
the fruits of their labors. 


resentatives of the in- 
formal sector.” 

“We expect a can- 
did exchange of 
views on how to pro- 
mote job security, de- 
cent work and in- 


== PAR EXCELLENCE _ 


pecially to those 


earning the mini- 
mum wage and be- 
low he said. = 

Also yesterday, the 
House committee on 
abor and employment 
called on businessmen 
to stop sounding the 
layoff scare and in- 
stead come up with 
better wages. 

The committee al- 
зо pushed for propos- 
als to further cut the 
workers’ tax burden 
and provide other 
nonwage benefits. 


Acceptable hike 

Representati 
Roseller Barinaga 
(Nationalist People's 
Coalition, Zamboan- 
ga del Norte) and 
Ernesto "Bansai" Nie- 
va’ (Liberal Party, 
Manila), committee 
chair and vice chair, 
respectively, said em- 
ployers and workers 
should find a com- 
promise for an ac- 
ceptable wage in- 
crease. 

The Philippine 
Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry 
has warned that the 
across-the-board dai- 
ly wage hike of P125 
being pushed by la- 
bor and militant 
groups would cripple 
the economy raise in- 
flation and cause 
more unemploy- 
ment. 

“The House has 
passed а tax break 
bill which, hopefully, 
the Senate will con- 
sider as urgent, he 
said. 

He was referring to 
separate bills au- 
thored by Albay Rep. 
Joey Salceda and 
Rep. Jesli Lapus 
which seek to read- 
just the tax brackets 
so that minimum 
wage earners would 
be exempted from 
the withholding tax. 

Anakpawis party- 
list Rep. Rafael Mari- 
ano said there had 
not been any legislat- 
ed wage increase 
since 2001, when 
President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo took over 
from Joseph Estrada. 

The ^ perennial 
mass actions marking 
labor Day in the 
country were indica- 
tive of something 
"very wrong" in the 
Philippines, Lin- 
gayen-Dagupan 
Archbishop Oscar 
Cruz, a former presi- 
dent of the bishops 
conference, said yes- 
terday. 


Deaf, dumb, blind 

Saddled by low 
wages and "under. 
handed treatment," 
workers plead and 
bargain for more 
benefits and better 
working conditions, 
only to get no reac- 
tion from a govern- 
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Labor Day protest rallies set in the Visayas 


By Nestor P Burgos r, Carla 1п loo City around 2,000 Kalibo, Aklan. But the Associated Labor board wage increase. ‘Tagalog to press the government 
GomezandJhunnex Napallacan protesters led by the militant — In Cebu, about 1,500 workers, Union Trade Union Congress of Labor Day in Negros Occidental for economic relief 
PDI Visayas Bureau шап Mayo Uno and the drivers and farmers plan to hold a the Philippines (ALU-TUCP) in will be marked by four separate Не said the workers decided to 
Bagong Alyansang Makabayan protest march and conduct a signa- Cebu will not join the rally. rallies by different militant groups. hold their rallies in the Calabar- 
ILOILO CITY—THOUSANDS OF are expected to hold arally atthe turedrivetopush foraP125 across. Instead, the members of the Thousands of militant workers zon region, and not in Metro 
protestersareexpectedtomassin Rotary Amphitheater before the board wage increase, the release country’s biggest labor group will from the Calabarzon (Cavite, La- Manila, “to show the capitalists in 
Ше шген of lollo, Capiz Aklan, marching down the main streets. of militant leader Rep. Crispin Bel- attend a mass at the St. Joseph guna, Batangas, Rizal and Que- the region how united we are.” 
Negros Occidental and Cebu for Similar rallies are expected wan and an end to the administra- the Worker Chapel. The group is zon) region will also hold rallies Delfin T. Mallari Jr, PDI South- 
Labor Day protests today. im Roxas City in Capiz and іп tioncampaign for Charter change. demanding a P75 acrossthe- in different parts of Southern ern Luzon Bureau 


Labor Day showdown Militants train to counter 


From pageAl was later briefly detained. dent Joseph Estrada stormed the Rep. Renato Magtubo said, refer- PNP di. spersal tactics 
with our pants down,” military 


“This is private property They Palace gates toprotesthisarrest. ring to Defensor’s statement that 
spokesperson Brig. Gen. Jose An- йол" have any permission to hold Yesterday, a small group of Malacafiang mightreimposeastate | RIOTPOLICE, BEWARE. 
D Honradosaid onthe phone. a rally here; district director Estrada's supporters was briefly of national emergency if today 

Der this week, an opposi- Chief Supt. Charlemagne Alejan- allowed by police to lay a wreath protests escalated into ал armed 
tion source had told the INQumER drino said “in honor of fallen comrades” at threat against the government. in dispersing rallies in the past, Matematico, a veteran martial 
about an alleged “Oplan Mangga- Some protesters tried to unfurl Mendiola. They are also protesting the fling | but today’s Labor Day protests arts practitioner who is also a 
Que" plot calling for street а streamer, and а policeman  Linggoy Аспаз and Ronald ofrebelliochargesagainstsix mil. | Just might be different, local leader of the Kilusang 
protests on Labor Day culminat- grabbed and took off with it. At Lumbao of the Peoples Move- tant lawmakers and demanding the Militants yesterday said they Magbubukid ng Pilipinas in 
Petram attack by rebel soldiers least four protesters gave chase. ment Against Poverty (PMAP) led release of detained Anakpawis Rep. | werenow ready totakeon abu. Rodriguez (formerly Montal- 
and police on Malacafiang and Still carrying the streamer, the 20 others in laying flowers at the Crispin Beltran. sive policemen with their new- Бап) town in Rizal. 
and poli оп ef à пен pres policeman tan ito MercuryDrugat foot of the Chino Roces monu. The daly minimum wage, with | ly learned taekwondo and He taught the militants how 
dent by 5 p.m. Robinson's Galleria and the security ment to remember those who allowances, for workers in Мето | karate moves. to deflect blows from trun- 

‘There was no independent guards shut the door died in the May 2001 clashes. ‘Manila is P325, less than half the "TheycallittheBasicAntidis- cheons,as well as how to main- 
confirmation of the document,  Butthe protesters pushed atthe _ Today's protests would be the recommended P690 daily costofliv- | persal Training. tain their ranks against the on- 
Which opposition lawmakers had door, wanting theirstreamer back. first major street challenge to Ms _ ing for a family of sixin the region Leaders and staff of left- slaught of water cannons. 
branded as а Malacañang fabrica- The glass door shattered. Arroyo since the Supreme Court Some workers’ groups will start | wing militant groups conduct- А group of protesters even 
tion and which the Palace said , Р Dast Meek suck down as uncon- their protest today with, а | eda two-hour crash course іп simulated a police line, com- 
was too grandiose a plot to be ‘Do they want blood?’ sttutional the administration's wreath-laying for Andres Bonifacio | basic self-defense at the Uni- plete with sticks similar in size 
true. А priest celebrating Mass at the calibrated preemptive response before marching to Mehan баг | versity ofthe Philippinesin Dil- and thickness to the batons 

Ms Arroyo was expected to shrine came outside and asked the policy which allowed police to den, and on to Liwasang Bonifacio. | iman, Quezon City, anticipat- used by police. DJ Yap 
meet last night with members of protesters to go elsewhere for their forcibly breakup demonstrations. Оез will assemble at Plaza 
the Cabinet security cluster, Jus- rally, according to a police account. 3 Moriones, Plaza: Miranda, TM. 
tice Secretary Raul Gonzalez said. “They can only hold rally ina Workers’ demands Kalaw Avenue and Plaza Lacson them today They include labor Baguio-Cordillera area, Pampan- 

а oflastweek is private place aslongasthey have Besides opposing Mala- and then march to Liwasang Boni- advocates from Taiwan, Ац ga Mets Ecija, Bulacan, Tarlac, 
that they (destabilizers) dont permission from the owner. But  cafiang-backed moves to change facio, where they will heara record- tralia, Denmark, Belgium, the Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Que- 
ше Ме рану" Gonzalez church officials didnot give tem the Constitution and set up a par- ed message from Beltran and have United States, Canada, South Ko- zon Rizal, Naga, Albay, Masbate, 
said in a phone interview. permission,” Alejandrino said. liamentary system of government, a phone patch with the Batasan 5 rea, Hong Kong and Nepal. Cebu, Negros, Leyte, Iloilo, 

N ‘The rosteri soon agreed to labor groups are also pressing fora lawmakers who have been gen Thousands of workers and mik Davao, Misamis Она, South 
Caught by surprise leave, proceeding to the nearby P125 wage increase, wider tax ex- protective custody by the House. tantyouths are also expected tohold Cotabato, North Cotabato, Davao 

Yesterday morning's attempt People Power Monument, a free. emptions and other relief pack- These are Representatives Satur protests in different pars of the del Sur Agusan, Surigao and 
byabout 200 protesters tooccupy dom park. ages, as well as an end to trade Ocampo, Crispin Beltran, Rafael country from Luzon to Mindanao. In Zamboanga del Norte. With re- 
the Edsa Shrine caught Eastern. The police vowed not to allow union and political repression. Mariano, Teodoro Casio, Joel Vi- Mindanao, rally organizers said they ports from Christine О. Aven- 
Police District units by surprise protesters to get nearMalacafiang. “Obviously, the ploy istomakea rador and Liza Maza. ‘expected 60,000 people to take part daño, Blanche S. Rivera, Michael 
since they were preparing to de- “What is it really that they lot of noise about violence while То show their solidarity with in marches and rallies. Lim Ubac, Leila 5. Salaverria 
ploy to the area only in the after- want?" police spokesperson Se- keeping silent ‘about workers’ Filipino workers, various interna- Among places where protests and Margaux C. Ortiz in Manila; 
noon. nior Supt. Samuel Pagdilao said. grievances,” Partido Manggagawa tional groups plan to march with are planned-for today are the and the PDI Visayas Bureau 

The ‘militants belonging to “Do they really want to draw 
Bayan-Southem Tagalog arrived blood? To provoke the govem- . 
in 18 passenger jeeps and sud- ment? They're testing the law." k d d f ddl l 
meg кеша mw Workers warned on agenda of mi е class 
the boundary of Mandaluyong had granted rally permits for Plaza 
and Quezon City. Miranda and Liwasang Bonifacio From page Al the government.” 


ing possible violence in today’s 
Truncheons and water can- protests. 
monsmzyhaveworkedwonders Тһе trainer was Noel 


middle classes) would ride the ment to refrain from using the 


Rally organizers said the im Manila to show that it allowed of the security highlight of to- — There is nothing the govem- rallies and use them as feeding СРК and instead strictly observe 
protesters, carrying “GMA Resign the people to speak their minds. day's celebration. ment сап doto stop workers from trough to promote middle-class maximum tolerance, which is in- 
Now" banners, included youth Вис to march on Mendiola ‘The administration has put the celebrating their day, but under interests unsympathetic to those tended by law for the benefit of 
Toader Ma. Theresa Pangilinan, would violate Batas Pambansa Bi- security forces on high alertinthe this state of insecurity and ner- ofthe working class. 


protesters and not of govern- 
Mh кай heckled Ms Arroyo па lang 880, or the law on publicas- маке of scare reports of plans of vousness on the part of a regime Тһе administration has ak ment 


graduation ceremony in Cavite. sembly, since no permit had been another power grab, and warned under siege, there is danger that, ready tried to prepare the mind of But the government has 
айп тозе when the granted forarallythere,hesaid. it would reimpose the emergency first, disturbances in the streets rhe public to link the Left to any warmed militant groupe gii 
protesters started to march to- From two to four people were proclamation if Labor Day would be used by the government disturbance with the warning of testing its patience, saying the 
Prod ihe shrine grounds justas killed near Mendiola in May Day demonstrations became violent as an excuse to clamp repressive President __ Macapagal-Arroyo's ruling "was net а un blanche 
the policemen prepared to drive protests in 2001 when thousands and would “turn out to beacover measures and, second, nonwork- chief of staff, Michael Defensor, for fomenting anarchy and desta- 
them away. One rally marshal of supporters of deposed Presi- for an armed [attack] to topple ing-class groups (especially the that it had received reports that bilization." 
the political opposition and the П said: "We must warn those 
көзу we z Left had hatched a plot, called who intend to overthrow the gov- 
Кыс К “Орап Manggagawa,” to topple ernment not to test the mettle of 
the President on Labor Day. authorities, who will move force- 
"According to press reports, the fully in case ofa clear and present 
plan called for marches on Edsa, danger to the Republic.” 
gatherings of opposition leaders П is also entirely possible that 
and church groups, and attacks militant middle-class groups 
by rebellious soldiers and police would ride on the working-class 
оп Malacafiang. rallies. Should there be а united 
front between them, the working 
Excuse for crackdown? class will not benefit from this 
The mainstream opposition broad coalition to push the mid- 
has denied the existence of sucha dle classes’ demand to topple the 
plot and, from all appearances, government. 
the government seemed to be lay- ы 
ing the ground to use Labor Day Bearing the brunt 
incidents as an excuse to crack Under по circumstances 
down on both the Left and the should the working class allow 
mainstream opposition. the middle classes to hijack from 
iis entirely possible that leftist the workers the agenda of the 
and working-class groups can streets, especially on Labor Day. 
mobilize up to 30,000 or even In the case ofa crackdown by a 
more protesters in Manila, let nervous and paranoid govern- 
alone the urban centers in the ment, the working class and the 
provinces. This size of protest Left will feel its brunt, more than 
would put to shame what middle- the middle classes, especially 
class militants have been able to those entrenched in Congress. 
marshal in their rallies over the Thus, it would be to the bestin- 
past eight months to demand the terests of the working class to 
resignation of Ms Arroyo. separate itself from the agenda of 
the middle classes and promote 
Mass muscle workers’ interests independent of 
‘The Left and the working class the politics of the middle-class 
have provided mass muscle for militants, whose agenda is now 
the middle class-led rallies on Ed- focused on blocking the so-called 
sa and in Makati City. Because of people's initiative campaign for 
their ability to mobilize warm constitutional change sponsored 
bodies, the Left and working class Бу the Arroyo administration. 
could be used today by the 4 i. x 
regime as scapegoat for distur- Avoiding same mistake 
bances in the streets, and by the “People power," largely a mid- 
middle-class militants as cannon dle-class movement, has not ben- 
fodder and shock troops against efited the ideological objectives 
riot police. of the Left and the underclasses 
What will be put to test in the of Philippine society. 
streets today is the issue of how Тһе Left boycotted the 1986 
much restraint the government "People Power” revolution—a 
will use in breaking up demon- boycott that left them out in the. 
strations in the wake of a cold in reorienting Philippine so- 
Supreme Court decision on April ciety. It should not compound 
FOR INQUIRIES CALL асан unconsettional the that historie mistake by entering 


TEL.: 816-0912 governments calibrated preemp- into any kind of tactical alliance 


tive response (CPR) policy. with the middle classes. Such an 
CE L . 092 1 -21 67009 It“has no place in our legal fir- alliance has reduced the Left as 
mament and must be struck shock absorbers of the crackdown 

ArchitecyDesigne: - Architect Albert 5. Yu down as a darkness that shrouds ofa repressive government. 
тора Manger Cobden Fone anu БЕ: freedom,” said the decision. “It — The Left should make today a 

п ошак СЕ CONSTRUCTION : da 
www.seibutower.com Site office: Golden Forum Land Inc. Jis St. cor, 2nd SL, merely confuses our people and is historic turning point of their rup- 
marketing@seibutower.com Bonitacio Stopover, Гоп Bonifacio, Giebal Cty used by some police agents tojus- ture with the middle classes that 
Ticrow Agent tify abuses." have used the working class as 
TAI E EAS ЫЗ AEA ES PEE E E de cutting edge in the conflict be- 
ihe ial on tt eee e ir ТӨР ie Riding on street protests tween the “а” and “out” factions 

ЖЕРТ ete eho The court directed the govern-, of the elite. na 
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Vatican leader calls for ‘Da Vinci’ boycott 


FrompageAl 


comments in a speech at the Pontifical Holy 
Cross University, which is run by the conser- 
vative Catholic movement Opus Dei, the Ansa 
news agency reported. 

"4| hope all of you boycott this film,” the 
agency quoted Amato as saying. 

He said the film, based on the best-selling 
novel by Dan Brown, was full of “offenses, 
slander, historical and theological errors con- 
cerning Jesus, the Gospel and the Church.” 

“Slander, offenses and errors that if they 
were directed toward the Koran or the Shoah 
would have justifiably provoked а worldwide 
revolt. Yet because they were directed toward 
the Catholic Church, they remain "unpun- 
ished,” Ansa quoted Amato as saying. 

Church officials have spoken out repeated- 
ly against the novel and the upcoming film 
adaptation, which stars Tom Hanks and Au- 
drey Tautou. The movie is scheduled for ге- 
lease May 19. 


Church experts 


From page AI 


gathered last week to discuss the liturgy of 
marriage all agreed that before couples can 
say their “I do's,” they would have to be re- 
minded of some do's and don'ts in weddings. 

And this includes fashion. 

“The sacred character of the liturgy of mar- 
riage requires corresponding modesty in the 
attire of the bride and the bridal entourage 
and in the choice of songs, which should be 
liturgically appropriate,” according to part of 
the five-point statement on the results of 
Liturgy Week meeting on April 24-27. 

‘The occasion, sponsored yearly by Benedic- 
tine monks, tackled key issues іп the sacra- 
‘ment of marriage, particularly its liturgy ог 
how it should be properly celebrated in clear, 
Christian tradition. 

Fr. Anscar Chupungco, San Beda College 
rector and coordinator for the Liturgy Week, 
said the reminder on the bride's dress was not 
meant to stifle her fashion sense. 


Sacred activity 

Is just about wearing the appropriate 
clothes for a deeply sacred activity such as mar- 
riage because, sometimes, people tend to forget. 
about it,” he told the INquiRER in an interview. 

"Marriage is admittedly a legal or canoni- 
cal contract that must be respected at all 
times,” he said in his lecture titled “Liturgical 
‘Theology of Marriage.” 

"However, marriage among Christians is al- 
зо а sacrament whose meaning and purpose 
are drawn from the ‘marriage between Christ 
and the Church.’ Christ is the third party to 
the sacramental union of husband and wife.” 

Chupungco, an expert on the liturgy (gen- 
erally referring to the body of rituals repre- 
senting worship), said the public shouldn't 
take the reminder to mean that the Church 
‘would impose a dress code. 


Common sense 
On some occasions, it's the couturiers who 
"expose" brides with their designs, he said. 
“It would be terrible [for priests] to decide 
on the specifications, say, on how long a gown 
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In the novel, Jesus is believed to have mar- 
ried Mary Magdalene who bore his child. The 
book further claims that Opus Dei, which is 
close to the Vatican, and the Catholic Church 
were at the center covering this up. 

last year Italian Cardinal Tarcisio 
Bertone—Amato's predecessor at the Congre- 
gation for the Doctrine of the Faith—called 
for a boycott of the book. 

‘And earlier this month, the preacher for the 
papal household, the Rev. Raniero Canta- 
lamessa, denounced theories that make huge 
profits in denying Church teaching about Je- 
sus—an obvious reference to the film. 


Opus Dei 

Opus Dei, which is portrayed as a murder- 
ош, power-hungry sect in the novel, has 
specifically refrained from publicly calling for 
a boycott of the film, ware that bitter criti- 
cism of Mel Gibson's “The Passion of the 
Christ” had helped popularize that movie. 

Even so, Opus Dei has asked Sony to put a 


tell brides ... 


ples) sense of the sacred, of the profane, and 
their common sense and propriety” 

Simply put, if it can’t be worn at Sunday 
Mass, it can't be worn at a wedding, said the 
executive secretary of the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of the Philippines Commission on 
Liturgy. 

Inthe statement, participants in the Liturgy 
Week also recognized the need to “explain 
more fully the texts of the rite.” They include 
scriptural readings, the nuptial blessing, and 
gestures and symbols. 


Guideposts 

Nowadays, Chupungco observed that cou- 
ples planning to wed were largely unaware of 
the meaning and significance of these mat 
ters—not just as Church symbols—but as 
guideposts in their married life. 

Not every bride or groom is aware that can- 
dles represent the presence of the light of the 
Holy Spirit, that the joining of the right hands 
isa sign of their covenant, and that the arrhae 
are a symbol of mutual support dating back to 
Roman times. 

The veil, for instance, was originally a symbol 
of a married woman. It has been reduced to a 
mere decoration these days, Chupungco said. 


More active role 

“Many consider the marriage rite itself a 
formality” he lamented. "Sadly, the focus is 
оп the celebrations before and after the wed- 
ding. It seems the highlight is the party or the 
honeymoon.” 

Couples should not “cancel out the mar- 
riage rite,” Chupungco said, noting that they 
couldn't proceed with the rest of their cele- 
bration without it. 

“It's a central rite connected to the Mass,” 
he said. 

То impress upon couples the importance of 
the marriage rite, the Liturgy Week gathering 
recommended that the bride and the groom 
be given an "active part in the preparation of 
the liturgy of marriage.” 

‘The choice of prayers and scriptural read- 
ings and the composition of the general inter- 
cessions also need contributions from the 


disclaimer on the movie saying it is a 
work of fantasy. Sony hasn't respond- 
ed to that request but its spokesper- 
sons have repeatedly said the compa- 
ny views “The Da Vinci Code” as a 
work of fiction that isn't meant to 
harm any organization. 

‘Amato's comments were the sec- 
ond this week against the film by 
Church officials in Rome. 

Earlier this week, the interior min- 
istry took down an enormous ad pro- 
moting the film that was plastered on 
the scaffolding of a Rome church after 


Church officials complained that the 
film was against Christ and the 
Catholic Church. 


Australian reaction 

In Sydney, a Church group has also 
launched a website and a series of 
cinema adverts challenging elements 
of the “Da Vinci Code” to coincide 
with the release of the movie version. 

The A$50,000 (US$38,000) cam- 
paign by Anglican Sydney Media 
urges viewers of the film and readers 
of Brown's multimillion selling book 


to seek the truth about Jesus Christ. 

“Our concern is that ‘The Da Vinci 
Code’ will mislead people about the 
truth,” Bishop Robert Forsyth, the group's 
chair, said in a statement on Sunday. 

“We are not afraid of the film. We 
are not seeking to discourage people 
from seeing it,” Forsyth added. 

“But we are well aware of the pow- 
er popular films have in filling the in- 
formation void about Jesus.” 

The book has already spawned sev- 
eral other websites and books seeking 
to debunk Brown's claims. AP 


Ngayong Mayo Uno, dinadakila ka 
namin sa iyong pagbabanat ng bisig, 
pagbubuhos ng pawis at pagtitiyaga 
nang lubos upang tugunan ang 
pangangailangan ng ivong pamilya. 


At sa araw-araw mong pagsisigasig, 
may SSS na laging handang tumulong 
sa iyo. Sa SSS, mahalaga sa amin ang 


iyong pagsisikap. Kaya't patuloy kaming 
maglilingkod sa iyo sa pamamagitan ng 
iba't ibang benepisyo't pribilehiyo 
upang matiyak ang seguridad ng iyong 
magandang bukas. 

Nagpupugay ang SSS sa 
manggagawang Pilipino, 
saan ka man sa mundo! 


Alay sa manggagawang Plipino ng 
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should be,” he said. "We leave it to [the cou- 


couple, according to the experts. 
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robbers killed 


in QC shootout 


By DJ Yap 


RESIDENTS OF PUROK 20, 
Barangay Commonwealth in 
Quezon City were enjoying a 
sleepy Sunday afternoon when 
they were jolted by a series of 
gunfire that erupted at the heart 
of the slum community. 

‘When the shooting subsided, five men lay 
dead, while a sixth was rushed to the hospital, 
ending what the police said was a shootout 
with members of a criminal gang. 

According to Quezon City Police District di- 
rector Chief Supt. Nicasio Radovan Jr., the six 
belonged to the notorious Ballasta Group, а 
gang composed of robbers and hired guns 
with connections to other crime syndicates. 

The police identified the slain suspects only 
by their aliases, But Rosie Musinos, widow of 
one of the suspects, Joel Musinos, identified 
the others as Jose Nugit, Efan Nebre, a certain 
“Paterno” and one “Roger.” The sixth suspect 
taken to an unspecified hospital was Dante 
Navarra, said Musinos. 


Under surveillance 

Investigators said the men had been under 
surveillance for more than a year by agents of 
the Quezon City police intelligence division. 

When an agent entered the compound at 
about 2:30 p.m., he was recognized by one of. 
the suspects who began shooting at him, ап 
intelligence agent who requested anonymity 
for security reasons said. 

Within moments, a shootout ensued as the 
suspects traded gunshots with police, the 

t said. 


„ But Musinos said there was no shootout at 
all. She claimed that she saw her husband ly- 
ing on his belly with his arms up, yet the po- 
licemen still shot him, a charge the agents de- 
nied. 

Musinos also denied the police’s claim that 
her husband had a gun and was a member of 
the notorious gang. 

“The other victims were his family mem- 
bers and friends. They were just having 
drinks. My husband used to sell fish balls fora 
living, but today he was taking a break since 
it's summer,” she told the INQUIRER. 

Radovan told reporters that the suspects 
had killed a number of policemen and had 
been known to stage robberies. 
<-Purok 20 is a hard-to-locate slum area 
found at the rear of Ideal Subdivision in 
neighboring Barangay Holy Spirit. It has пат- 
row side streets and creeks, with some houses 
separated by bridges made of wooden planks. 
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SHOOTOUT or rubout? A woman cries over 
опе of the slain suspects. камин 
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A street lined with sunflowers greets those who enter the UP campus in Diliman, Quezon City. ROMY HOMILADA, 
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CELLPHONE. 


i ОО. SA PAGDAAN NG MGA ТАОМ ANG CELLPHONE AY NAGING IMPORTANTENG 
САМІТ DI LANG SA PAMUMUHAY KUNDI PATI SA HANAPBUHAY. ITO AY 18А 
ANG KASANGKAPAN PARA UMAHON AT MAKALUWAG-LUWAG KAHIT KONTI. 


г АТ ALAM NAMIN 'YAN SA TM. 

SA KATUNAYAN, ITO ANG PRINSIPYONG GUMAGABAY SA AMIN: 
f: ig KAYA NGA ТМ POWER TO THE PEOPLE, POWER TO THI 
жу t : & 
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ANG TM TRABAHO TEXT. 


ЁЁ I-TEXT LANG ANG 'TRABAHO' SA 2864, MAKAKATANGGAP NA NG MGA BALITA 
TUNGKOL SA JOB OPENINGS SA PILIPINAS О ABROAD. (KASI NGA МАМАМ: PAANO MO 
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4 GANYAN TAYO INIINTINDI NG ТМ. 
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ISANG MAKABULUHANG ARAW NG MANGGAGAWAL 
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By Tarra V. Quismundo 


‘THE SO-CALLED “BATASAN 5” WILL 
eave the House of Representatives on 
Thursday to appear in a Makati court 
where they face rebellion charges 
Representatives Liza Maza of 
Gabriela, Satur Ocampo, Teodoro Casino 
and Joel Virador of Bayan Muna, and 
Rafael Mariano of Anakpawis, will be 
joined by their colleague, Rep. Crispin 
Beltran of Anakpawis, who was trans- 
ferred last week to the Philippine Heart 
Center after being detained in Camp 


Crame for two months. 

This would be the first time that 
‘Ocampo, Casino, Virador and Mariano 
would be leaving the House of Represen- 
tatives. The four, along with Maza, have 
been holed up at the Batasan complex 
since Feb. 27 to avoid being arrested by 
the police. Maza, on the other hand, has 
left the House twice—for a Senate bi- 
cameral meeting and for an appointment 
with her dentist. 

‘The sixsolons, along with over 40 oth- 
er persons, have been charged with те- 
bellion for allegedly taking part in an “in- 


Business sector pitches 
in to save environment 


Collection of recyclables nets P1.4M in 4 years 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


IT HAS SAVED MORE THAN A THOU- 
sand trees, recycled tons of garbage and 
extended the life span of garbage dumps. 

Now on its fifth year, the Recyclables 
Collection Event (RCE), a campaign or- 
ganized annually by the Philippine Busi- 
ness for the Environment (PBE), contin- 
ues to encourage corporations nation- 
wide to recycle the trash they generate, 
instead of just throwing it all away. 

“We are spreading the awareness that 
you can turn your trash into cash," said 
Nancy Pilien, PBE project officer. 

The РВЕ, a non-stock, non-profit orga- 
nization formed in 1999, has been help- 
ing promote environmental awareness 
in the business sector because it believes 
“that the business community has а 
unique and important role in providing 
solutions to the country's environmental 
problems." 

Its members include the country's top 
business companies like Pilipinas Shell, 
the SGV Group of Companies, Unilever 
Philippines, Ayala Corp., Caltex Phils., 
Nestlé and San Miguel Corp., among 
others. 


One-day event 

‘Among the groups activities is the 
RCE, a one-day collection event for recy- 
clable materials usually held on Earth 
Day week every April. Corporations, es- 
tablishments, organizations and even in- 
dividuals are encouraged to bring their 
recyclables like used paper; old electron- 
ics, office equipment and car batteries; 
PET (a type of plastic material) bottles; 
aluminum cans and used oil to designat- 
ed drop off areas all over the country 
where these can be redeemed for cash at 
buying stations set up by recyclers. 

‘According to Pilien, the RCE is a pro- 
motional activity for its year-round In- 
dustrial Waste Exchange Program 
(IWEP), a garbage recovery program in 
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which an industry is linked to a buyer 
that can reuse or recycle the waste mate- 
rials generated by the other. 

By hooking up waste generators with 
recyclers, the RCE has turned into an 
‘event where everyone involved end up 
being a winner. Contributors would get 
cash for their recyclables while recycling 
firms would have new materials to pro- 
cess and latér on, resell. 


Ultimate beneficiary 

But the ultimate beneficiary would be 
the environment that was spared from 
the tons of trash that would have been 
dumped in landfills. 

“The RCE is an initiative of the PBE 
and the firms organize it with us. What 
we do is contact recyclers, and these are 
environmentally compliant recyclers. We 
see to it these are not fly-by-night recy- 
clers," Pilien said. 

Since its inception in 2002, Pilien said 
the drive has generated P1.43 million 
worth of recycled materials which 
would have needed 91 garbage trucks 
with а 10-ton capacity each—for trans- 
port to a dump and would have occupied 
913 cubic meters of landfill space. 

"And ifs been increasing. Just last 
year, the collection was worth more than 
P500,000,” she said, compared to the av- 
erage collection of P300,000 from 2002 
102003. 


Over 1,200 trees saved 

From 2002 to last year, the PBE has es- 
timated that the 58,661 kilos of waste 
paper that were turned over for recycling 
spared 1,219 seven-year-old trees from 
being cut down to manufacture new pa- 
per. 

From used batteries, a total of 
186,950 kilos of lead were recovered 
while 34,905 liters of sulfuric acid were 
treated. Also recovered were 1,495 kilos 
of PET plastics, 560 kilos of non-PET 
plastics, 919 kilos of aluminum from 919 
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tricate web" of conspiracies to unseat 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

They have been summoned to appear 
at the Makati Regional Trial Court 
Branch 137 at 10 a.m. Thursday. 


Attendance compulsory 

“All of them have to attend because 
they received subpoenas... I don't think 
they will be arrested because the court 
has not issued arrest warrants yet. They 
cannot be arrested,” said Amylyn Sato, 
опе of the lawmakers’ lawyers from the 
Public Interest Law Center. 


SOME of the recyclable materials brought to a designated drop-off area in Makati City. 


kilos of aluminum cans, 5,120 grams of 
precious metals and 456,060 kilos of 
base metal. 

This year, the RCE was held in five ar- 
eas nationwide, including the Rockwell 
Club in Makati, a venue where the event 
has been conducted since the campaign 
began in 2002. 


Barangay involvement 

Organizers of the RCE in Rockwell 
went further this year by trying to in- 
volve the surrounding barangays in the 
area in the collection drive. 

“We contribute more than 20 percent 
to the collection every year. Hopefully 
we can top this, that's why we encour- 
aged the involvement of the barangays,” 
Red Cruz, Rockwell Land Manager said. 

(ies) not just for the project, but also 
for them to understand recycling... so it's 
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“The court sent a copy of the subpoena 
to the Sergeant-at-Arms (of the House of 
Representatives) so I think they (House 
security officers) will be the ones escort- 
ing them,” Sato told the Inquirer. 

"The lawyer said Judge Jenny Lind Alde- 
coa-Delorino has required the lawmakers to 
be present during the hearing as the court 
‘would take up their motion for the nullifica- 
tion of the rebellion case filed against them. 
by the Department of Justice. 

The lawmakers filed last Monday a 
motion asking the court to strike out an 
amended criminal information the DOJ 


a double process,” he added. 

According to Rockwell organizers, 
they were able to collect P51,000 worth 
ofrecycled materials in 2004. The figure, 
however, went up by over a 100 percent 
last year, hitting P105,000, (The PBE will 
formally present the results of the collec- 
tion drive this year to Environment Sec- 
retary Angelo Reyes tomorrow). 

їп addition, more recycling firms par- 
ticipated this year in the Makati leg of 
the RCE. From eight firms in 2005, 10 
took part this year, including Clean Leaf 
Industrial Sales, a Malabon-based firm 
that recycles used industrial oil. 

“Our target is to have establishments 
around the area as our clients. What we 
do is process used oil and those that we 
could fully recover, we sell at a lower 
price to small firms,” said Jun Carmona, 
Clean Leaf production manager. 
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‘Batasan 5’ to leave House Thursday 
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x 
filed on April 21, where some 48 individ- 
uals, including former Sen. Gringo 
Honasan, were indicted for allegedly 
taking part in a conspiracy between com; 
munist rebels and renegade soldiers 
violently overthrow the President. The 
supposed plot was supposed to cul 
nate today, Labor Day. À 

The case was an update of the rebel- 
lion charges filed by a DOJ panel against 
Beltran and recaptured Ist Lt. Lawrence 
San Juan on Feb. 28. The charges against 
the two have already been elevated to 
the court. 


azao 


Carmona said the firm’s efforts were 
worthwhile аз а liter of oil, if disposed of 
in a careless manner, could contaminate 
a million liters of water. 

And this is exactly what the RCE wants 
„to help prevent—the gradual destruction 
‘of the environment by the indiscriminate 
throwing of garbage. 


Environmental impact 

“Aside from the environmental bene- 
fits that we get from it, the awareness of 
the firms and individuals that are in- 
volved is intensified. ts really supposed 
to be the first priority—that they should, 
be aware of the environmental impact," 
Реп said. 

In the end, it all boils down to one 
thing: Its not all about making money, 
it's also about doing your part to help 
save the environment. 
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‘Edsa Tres’ ralliers 
tell their stories 


By Dj Yap 


HISTORY 15 OFTEN TOLD FROM THE 
standpoint of victors, But the vanquished 
have their own way of telling their story and 
rewriting their history. 

One example is May 1, 2001, or what has 
сбте to be known as “Edsa Tres,” the poor 
man's People Power. 

Participants of Edsa Tres have been holding 
al series of “kwentuhang bayan,” or story- 
telling sessions about the events of that day, 
hoping that their tales may someday find 
their way to the national consciousness. ~ 

“Last Friday, at the University of the Philip- 
pines in Diliman, Quezon City, they spoke of 
grief and suffering, rage and hopelessness, 
‘even triumph. For in the darkest hour of Edsa 
‘Tres, they said they were able to prove them- 
selves a force capable of a spontaneous upris- 
ing against the ouster of former President 
Joseph Estrada. 

‘According to Marivic Raquiza, national co- 
ordinator of Global Call to Action against 
Poverty, history should recognize the name- 
less and faceless individuals behind Edsa 
‘Tres. 

“Their stories and narratives should also be 
part of history, not just history of the intellec- 
tuals and those in power, but also history from 
the perspective of the poor and the op- 
pressed,” she said. 

Led by Gcap, the speakers recounted their 
experiences during the five-day gathering 
that culminated in a violent dispersal at the 
gates of Malacafiang. 

‘Twenty-year-old Luis Granados, a member 
of a political clan in Kawit, Cavite, remem- 
bered the almost chaotic atmosphere as the 
marchers began gathering at the foot of the 


Edsa Shrine in the days leading to Labor Day. 

On April 30, the protesters—tired, hungry 
and lacking sleep—began arguing about 
whether or not to begin their march to Mendi- 
ola, he said. 

“Some of the leaders said not yet, but most 
of the crowd had gotten impatient and angry, 
so they began to break away from the group,” 
said Granados, who followed the marchers on 
board a car with his cousin. 

Near Mendiola, the crowd sat in the middle 
of the road. One woman began to lead a 
prayer when, suddenly, a shot rang out. 

Granados said he saw the woman beside 
him fall down, with blood flowing from а gun- 
shot wound. “I was 15 years old then, and 
someone seated beside me just got shot,” he 
said, recalling the shock. 

‘After the shooting, apparently the work of 
a sniper, all hell broke loose: “We began run- 
ning for our lives,” he said, adding that he 
never knew what happened to the woman, 

Granados found himself seeking shelter in 
а boarding house at the University Belt area. 
The landlady took him in and hid him from 
the riot police. 

‘Granados said there were countless other 
stories like his that begged to be told about 
Edsa Tres. 

“Tm here because I want to tell this story 
that was never written in history books. This 
is the poor’s version of history, of Edsa Tres 
and the people who marched and showed our 
force," he said. 

Marietta Sumagang, 51, a vendor in Que- 
zon City, said many of them were "so terri- 
fied” to speak out about their ordeal, fearing 
government reprisal. 

"But if we don’t speak up, people will never 
know the truth,” she said. 


Couple nabbed for extorting 
money from Japanese trader 


oy 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


A FORMER ENTERTAINER AND HER HUS- 
band were arrested last week by National Bu- 
reau of Investigation agents after allegedly 
extorting over P1.6 million from a Japanese 
businessman in Pasay City. 

Maria Lourdes Dizon and Arnel Punzalan, 
both of Block 29, Lot 11 Dumaguete St., 
South City Homes in Bifian, Laguna, have 
been charged with robbery and extortion in 
the Pasay City Prosecutor's Office. 

? Ап investigation by the NBI National Capi- 
tal Region showed that victim Jiro Miyamoto 
met Dizon in Japan in 1996. 

‘Miyamoto became smitten with the sus- 
pect, who confided her financial problems in 
him. The Japanese promised to send her mon- 
éy when Dizon went back to the Philippines. 


For almost a decade, Miyamoto sent over 
PLS million to the suspect, which she 
promised to use in her application for a 
Japanese visa. 

However, when Miyamoto arrived in the 
Philippines last April 18 to visit Dizon, she 
and her husband began threatening him if he 
did not give them more money. But after he 
gave them over P150,000, the couple kept on 
demanding more cash. 

The victim, who confirmed with the 
Japanese Embassy that Dizon had not applied. 
fora visa, then sought the NBI's help. 

NBI agents arrested the couple during an 
entrapment operation in a Pasay City Hotel 
last April 24. 

NBI NCR executive officer Ferdinand Lavin 
said the agents seized a toy gun from Punzalan, 
which he allegedly used to scare Miyamoto. 


TV program for teachers launched 


By Alcuin A. Papa and Edson C. Tandoc |r. 


A TRAINING PROGRAM FOR TEACHERS IS 
now on the boob tube. 

The Department of Education has launched 
the "Teleserye Para kay Ma'am,” a weekly TV 
pfogram over government-run NBN-4, that 
aims to enrich the skills of teachers in English, 
Math and Science through remote or distance 
learing. 

... DepEd officer-in-charge Fe Hidalgo said the 

-program's pilot episode, titled "Science 
Srócess Skills: Making Predictions, Investigat- 

‘ng, and Pushes and Pulls," was aired yester- 
чау. It was hosted by Dr. Joan Belen and May 
Tonda of the UP National Institute of Science 
and Mathematics Education (Nismed). 

The program will run from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m., 
wery Sunday over NBN-4. Hidalgo said the 
TopEd was preparing 23 episodes on each of 
te following subject areas: Elementary and 
Sicondary English, Mathematics and Science. 


Meanwhile, hundreds of public elementary 
and high school teachers in Pasig City are un- 
dergoing taining on English, Science and 
Mathematics. 

Their trainers are from UP and the Ateneo 
де Manila University, 

The lectures, attended by more than 700 
teachers, are being held at the Rizal High 
School ín Pasig City The lectures began on 
‘April 17 and will end on June 2. 

The city government is shouldering all the 
expenses for the training, the city information 
office said ina statement. 

‘Ninety-nine high school teachers and 124 
elementary teachers are undergoing training 
in English which is being handled by the AdMU 
Center for Education Development. 

On the other hand, the UP Nismed is con- 
ducting the training in Science and Technology 
for 104 elementary and 134 high school teach- 
ers, as well as the training in Mathematics for 
134 elementary and 117 high school teachers. 


METROBRIEFS 


Man electrocuted in QC 
while picking fruits 
А 2I-YEAR-OLD man was electrocuted while he 
trying to pick a mango fruit the other day in 
Quizon City. Michael Benedicto died Instantly at- 
teriuffering burns when he accidentally touched 
ai wire while atop a mango tre at 41 
Mahsimbo corner Lagua Streets in San Francisco 
DelMonte, Barangay Manresa. Investigation 
shoved that the victim was trying to reach a fruit 
usi an aluminum pipe when it got into contact 
‘witha live wire, according to a report by POS Jun 
Fortnato of the city police criminal Investigation 
divison. Benedicto was electrocuted and died in- 
stanly, police said. DJ Yap 


Gunned down inside a cab 
AGIS driver was gunned down by two men in 
Quean City betore dawn yesterday. Police are. 
stil hvestigating the motive inthe killing of Hugo 
Intoy who was shot dead by unidentified sus- 
pecisinside his tax, with plate number PYC-357, 
аі 5 am. Witness Carlos Grabanto told police he 
‘was gushing his cart along 11th Street in Baran- 
gay Dimayang Lagi when he heard three succes- 


sive gunshots. He said he saw two men, one of 
whom was holding а gun, alighting from the vic- 
t's taxi, according to a report by investigator 
SP02 Felicisimo Cuaresma. Barangay watchmen 
rushed Grabanto to the St. Luke's Medical Center, 
but he died while undergoing surgery. He sus- 
tained two gunshot wounds in the stomach, ро- 
lice said. DJ Yap 


Party marks 33rd founding 


anniversary in Tondo 

THE PARTIDO Demokratiko-Sosyalista ng Pilip- 
ines wil celebrate its 33rd founding anniversary 
by bringing is cali for social evolution to Tondo, 
Manila. PDSP members led by National Security 
Adviser Norberto Gonzales, party chairperson 
and co-founder, along with the multi-sectoral so- 
tial movement Aksyon Sambayanan, wil hold a 
rally today at the Dal Pan Sports Complex in 
Parola, Tondo. Representatives from the Church 
and religious organizations, the Armed Forces, 
police, progressive polticians, as well as profes- 
Sionais, workers, peasants, urban poor and wom- 
on wil join the event, dubbed as the Fist-Rose 
Revolution, after the International symbol o so- 
cial democrats. 
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PROTESTERS march down Broadway in New York City during a 
‘mass rally against the war in Iraq, April 29. » 


‘Day Without Immigrants’ 
as Hispanics stress a point 


LOS ANGELES—IN A DRAMATIC 
bid to make their presence and 
their contributions felt, immi- 
grants in the United States are 
making a conscious effort to be 
noticeably absent. 

Hispanic groups are urging them 
to take part in a "Day Without Im- 
migrants” on Monday by staying 
home from work and school and 
avoiding shopping trips, in an effort 
to press officials to legalize the sta- 
tus of the 12 million illegal immi- 
grants living in the United States. 

“We have to make our presence 
felt through our absence," orga- 
nizers from the nation's most in- 
fluential Hispanic groups said Fri- 
day at their final press conference 
before the mass boycott. 

"Though Monday is anormal work 
day in the United States—where La- 
bor Day is celebrated in September 
instead of May 1, as in many coun- 
tries—it might look more like a May 
Day abroad, complete with demon- 
strations called by workers’ unions 
and rights advocates. 

But while the demonstration 
was planned by a network of orga- 
nizations representing the largest 
US minority group, some 40 mil- 
Боп Hispanics, the coalition called 
for solidarity among all US immi- 
grant communities, encouraging 
them to show a united front in boy- 
cotting work and commercial 
transactions for a day so their full 
economic weight could be felt. 

“Weve unequivocally called on all 
families to participate in the Great 
‘American Boycott and the march- 
es—and that translates into not go- 
ing to work, not going to school, not 
shopping and not selling,” Nativo 
Lopez, president of the Mexican- 


Withering village ofa 


By Norimitsu Onishi 


OGAMA, JAPAN—THIS MOUN- 
tain village near the Sea of Japan, 
withered to eight aging residents, 
concluded recently that it could 
no longer go on, 

So, after months of anguish, 
the villagers settled on a drastic 
solution: selling all of Ogama to 
an industrial waste company 
from Tokyo, which will turn it in- 
joa landfill. 

With the proceeds, the vil- 
iagers, mainly in their 70s, plan 
to pack up everything, includ- 
ing their family graves, and 


‘American Political Association, said 
at Fridays press conference. 

However, city and school offi- 
cials and the "We Are America” 
coalition—which includes the 
Roman Catholic Church—are en- 
couraging people to go to school 
and work and join the demon- 
strations later in the day. 

‘The division over the way the 
protests should be carried out is 
as evident among political lead- 
ers as itis among unions. 

President George W. Bush criti- 
cized the boycott and a measure to 
have a Spanish version of the US na- 
tional anthem, urging immigrants 
instead to leam English so they can 
sing the original version of the song. 

California's Republican Gov 
Amold Schwarzenegger also de- 
nounced Monday's boycott, but the 
state's Democrat-dominated Senate 
approved a resolution supporting it. 

Meanwhile, food giants such as 
‘Tyson Food Ine. and Cargill Foods 
announced the closing of at least 
eight plants, while Goya Foods an- 
nounced a complete halt in its daily 
distribution. All three companies 
said they understood the senti- 
ments behind the protest. 

“јез no surprise that food com- 
panies are taking a position fa- 
voring workers, given that many 
of them employ immigrants, 
most of them Hispanic and many 
of them illegal,” Angel Luevano, 
spokesperson for the League of 
United Latin American Citizens, 
told AFP 

Wal-Mart, which employs 
more than 1.3 million people, has 
not yet announced what it will do 
ifa sizable number of its Hispanic 
employees take the day off. AFP 


move in the next few years to 
yetuncertain destinations, like- 
1у becoming the first communi- 
ty in Japan to voluntarily cease 
to exist. 

“I'm sure we're the first ones 
to have made such a proposal," 
said Kazuo Miyasaka, 64, the. 
village leader. “It’s because 
there's no future for us here, 
zero.” 

On a hill overlooking a field 
of overgrown bushes, surround- 
ed by the sounds ofa stream and 
а bush warbler, Miyasaka point- 
ed below with his right index 
finger. Ч never imagined it 
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NEW YORK—TENS OF THOU- 
sands of antiwar demonstrators 
marched in New York on Satur- 
day, demanding the immediate 
withdrawal of troops from Iraq 
and vowing a summer of protests 
ahead of mid-term elections in 
November. 

‘The protesters included national 
figures like civil rights leader Jesse 
Jackson, Oscar-winning actress Su- 
san Sarandon and the prominent 
antiwar activist Cindy Sheehan. 

The mass rally was organized by 
а broad coalition of groups repre- 
senting veterans, trade unions, 
military families, environmental- 
ists and civil rights activists. 

"The police declined to offer an 
estimate for the size ofthe protest, 
while organizers claimed the 
turnout was as high as 300,000. 

"This is what democracy looks 
like," said chief organizer Leslie 
Cagan, national coordinator of 
the antiwar lobby United for 
Peace and Justice. 

"We are here to send a message 
to the White House and the 
Congress that we must end this 
war now, bring our troops home 
and also end the attack on our 
civil rights at home," Савап said. 

While the main focus of the 
march was Iraq, Саап said the ral- 
ly was also aimed at protesting any 
plans for military intervention in 
Iran and at setting the domestic po- 
litical agenda ahead of the congres- 
sional elections later in the year. 

“Today we march, tomorrow we 
organize and in November we vote,” 
Саал told cheering supporters. 

Police were out in force as the 
demonstration wound its way 
through lower Manhattan toward 
City Hall. 

“Our sole aim is to facilitate ће 
march," said Police Commission- 
er Raymond Kelly. 

The protest was held a day af- 


ter the Pentagon announced that 
69 US soldiers had died in Iraq in 
April, and many marchers carried 
photos of family members killed 
while serving in the armed forces 
since the war began. 

“We need to bring the soldiers 
back,” said Sarandon. "And we also 
need to stop all this money being 
poured into this horrible crime of a 
‘was, so that it can be used where 
its urgently needed at home." 

‘Sheehan, who became a leading 
antiwar activist after her soldier 
son was killed in Iraq, said the mas- 
sive turnout for the march reflect- 
ed a growing groundswell of US 
public opinion against continued 
military involvement in Iraq. 


"We are not the fringe anymore. 
We are mainstream America,” said 
Sheehan, who gained prominence 
when she camped outside Presi- 
dent George W. Bush's Texas ranch 
last year to demand a meeting with 
the US leader. 

“To be anti-George Bush is to 
be pro-American,” she said. 

Another prominent participant 
in the march was Daniel Ellsberg, 
the former military analyst who 
precipitated a national uproar in 
1971 when he leaked the Pentagon 
Papers, the US military’s account of 
activities during the Vietnam War, 
to The New York Times. 

The release of the documents 
succeeded in substantially erod- 
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Tens of thousands march 
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ing public support for the ат, 
and Ellsberg urged those in, tfe 
Bush administration opposed-to 
the current policy in Iraq tofol- 
lowhis example. 3 
“My message is: Don't justire- 
sign. Leak,” Ellsberg said. "I don't 
think George Bush is stupidz I 
think he’s dangerous, and he has 
to be stopped.” yi 
After reaching City Hall, the or- 
ganizers held a five-hour festival, 
during which they sought signa- 
tures for a "Peace Voter Pledge,” 
vowing not to vote for any сат 
date in the November elections 
who does not publicly call for a 
speedy end to military involve- 
ment in Iraq. AFP 


US pays for 150 Iraq health clinics, 
but manages to build only 20 


A $243-MILLION PROGRAM LED 
by the US Army Corps of Engi- 
neers to build 150 health care 
clinics in Iraq has in some cases 
produced little more than empty 
shells of crumbling concrete and 
shattered bricks cemented to- 
gether into uneven walls, two re- 
ports by a federal oversight office 
have found. 

“The reports released Saturday, 
detail a close inspection of five of 
the clinics in the northem city of 
Kirkuk as well asa sweeping audit 
ofthe entire program, which began 
in March 2004 asa heavily promot- 
ed effort to improve health care for 
ordinary Iraqis. The reports say that 
none of the five clinics in Kirkuk 
and only 20 of the original 150 
across the country will be complet- 
ed without new financing. 

‘Written by the Special Inspector 
General for Iraq Reconstruction, 
an independent office, the reports 


‘Corridor of death’ leads 


SASABE, MEXICO—THEY CALL 
TT the “corridor of death.” At one 
end is poverty. At the other the 
‘American dream. And in between 
there are drug gangs, killer tem- 
peratures for a three-day walk 
across the desert and hostile bor- 
der guards. 

But each day, hundreds of peo- 
ple arrive in Sasabe from across 
Mexico and Central America, 
hoping to reach the United States 
and in many cases ready to carry 
backsack full of marijuana with 
them. 

Clandestine immigration and 
drug trafficking plays a major 
economic role in the towns of 
Sasabe and Altar in Sonore 
state, on the Mexico-US border. 

The US nongovernmental 
group, Humane Borders, est- 
mates that the Sasabe valley is the 
main point for ilegal entry along 
the 3,000 kilometer US-Mexico 
border, because the Arizona 
desertis the least patrolled border 
sector: 

But crossing the border in- 
volves a three-day walk, with 
summer temperatures soaring 
past 50 degrees Celsius and the 
trekkers risk dehydration. Bor- 
der patrols are also waiting. 

‘Shops in Sasabe sell creams for 
muscle pains, special jackets, 
flashlights for nighttime walking, 
and black paint to mask out any- 
thing that might shine and give 
away the would-be illegal mi- 
grants. 

Across the border, the waves 
of illegal immigrants have 
sparked a fierce political debate 
that has divided US President 
George W. Bush's ruling Repub- 
lican Party. 


would come to this,” he said. “I 
mean, those all used to be rice 
fields." 

Ogama's decision, though ex- 
treme, points to a larger problem 
besetting Japan, which has one of 
the world’s fastest-graying soci 
eties and whose population be- 
gan declining last year for the 
first time in its history. As rural 
Japan becomes increasingly de- 
populated, many villages and 
hamlets like Ogama, along with 
their traditions and histories, risk 
vanishing, 

Japan is dotted with so many 
such communities that academics 


cite a wide range of factors, includ- 
ing disputes among Iraqi construc- 
tion companies and problems with 
local materials, that have con- 
tributed to the programs failures. 
‘The American company Parsons, 
the prime contractor for the work, 
also comes in for stiff criticism. 

But the reports’ main finding is 
that lax oversight by the Army 
Corps is responsible above all for 
the failure of the overall program. 
Сомей by security fears that the 
reports suggest may have been 
overblown, the corps sometimes 
inspected the work only through 
what it called "windshield sur- 
veys"—hasty drive-bys in which 
little but the existence ofa stand- 
ing structure could be noted. 

Whatever the causes, the im- 
pact ofthe failure on the Ameri- 
can effort to rebuild Iraq is enor- 
mous, said the inspector general, 
Stuart W. Bowen Jr. 


‘A Hispanic farmworker harvest Ranunculus bulbs at the Flower 
Fields April 28 in Carlsbad, California. Lr 


There are an estimated 11.5 
million undocumented workers 
in the United States and hun- 
dreds of thousands have taken 
part in demonstrations against. 
one bill that has passed through 
the House of Representatives 


have coined a term—'"villages 
that have reached their lim- 
its" —to describe those with pop- 
ulations that are more than half 
elderly. Out of 140 villages in 
Monzen—the municipality that 
includes Ogama—40 percent 
have fewer than 10 households, 
most of which are Inhabited by 
the elderly. 

Rural Japan has never recov- 
ered from the long economic re- 
cession, unlike rhe cities, 

So desperate are some rural 
communities that they fiercely 
compete or businesses that 
would have drawn protests in 


and would make illegal entry а 
crime, 

Bush is pressing what he calls a 
more humane plan to toughen bor- 
der controls while setting up a 
“gues” worker plan that would al- 
low but illegals to hope for US na- 


more prosperous times. 

‘As part of his efforts to decen- 
tralize government during his 
five years in office, Prime Minis- 
ter Junichiro Koizumi increased 
the strain on localities by гейис- 
ing public works spending that 
yielded money and jobs for local 
construction companies. 

Koizumi also cut subsidies and 
tax redistribution to local govern- 
ments, instead giving them the 
power to collect taxes directly, 
But rural officials contend that 
with a decreasing population and 
few businesses, there are few tax- 
esto collect. 


"This was the most important 
program in the health sector,” 
Bowen said in an interview. "It. 
sought to fulfill a strategy to get 
health services to rural and re- 
mote poor in Iraq.” 

But the criticisms in the reports 
have created deep disagreements 
between Bowen's office and the 
gulf region division of the Army 
Corps, which is responsible for the 
program. In a series of objections 
that are included in the reports, 
the division’s commander, Brig. 
Gen. William H. McCoy Jr, rejects 
many of the findings and attempts 
to shift much of the blame to the 
American and Iraqi contractors 
who carried out the work. 

"Contractor performance and 
lack of openness in addressing 
schedule and budget issues in a 
timely fashion obscured the severi- 
ty of the financial problem," McCoy 
‘wrote as partof is response. NYT 


tionality 

The Mexican authorities are 
also unable to cope with the 
march to the frontier. 

"You need the federal police 
here. They are too few for the 
number of migrants and the 
amount of drugs,” said a member 
of Beta, a group created by the 
Mexican government to aid mi- 
grants. 

Altar, 100 kilometers west of | 
Sasabe, is dubbed the “ante 
room” of illegal immigration, 
explained Prisciliano Peraza, a 
priest, who calculated that there 
was a “floating population” of 
about 7,000 would-be migrants. 

Sasabe, with some 3,000 per- 
manent residents, resembles a 
shantytown lost in the middle of 
the desert. The migrants often 
take shelter in wooden shacks 
and tents while they wait their 
chance. 

Drug gangs lurk seeking to re- 
cruit human “mules” to сапу 
consignments across the border. 

“Groups of 15 ‘mules’ from the 
Sasabe zone cross the frontier 
each with 20 kilograms of mari- 
juana on their backs,” said Jose 
‘Antonio Rivera, of the Commis. + 
sion to Aid Migrants in Sonora 

"young people are recruited 
here, in the cities and villages of || 
Sonora. They deposit the cargo in , 
the US, then they hand епу, у 
selves in to the US Border Patrol, 
‘which takes them back to Mexico. , 

"They earn $1,000-$1,500 for 
each trip," he said. 

Mexican authorities say they 
are overwhelmed by the smug- 
glers. According to aid groups, 
more than 3,000 people cross 
the border each day. ‘AFR 
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graying Japan writes its epitaph 


In keeping with a nationwide 
movement to combine financlly 
squeezed municipalities, Moreen 
merged with nearby Wajima City 
in February. In 2000, revenues 
from the national governmert to 
the two municipalities totiled 
$114 million, accounting fo; 50 
percent of their overall revenies; 
in 2005, money from the capital 
fell to $90 million, or to 44per- 
cent of their revenues. 

Fumiaki Kaji, the mayor d the 
merged municipality, said сеп 
changes amounted to a "simple 
logic of telling the countyside 
that it should die," NYT 
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BLAIR: Snagged in “cash for honors" row. 
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Blair ratings at record 
low as Labor seen 
as ‘sleazy, incompetent’ 


LONDON—BRITISH PRIME MINISTER TONY 
Blairs ratings have sunk to an all-time low as 
most Britons see his Labor Party аз “sleazy and 
incompetent,” a survey showed at the week- 
end. 

The poll published in The Sunday Times 
newspaper comes after political and personal 
crises erupted last Wednesday around three 
key ministers in Blair's Cabinet ahead of test- 
ing local elections in the coming week. 

On “Black Wednesday,” Blair's deputy John 
Prescott admitted to having an affair, his 
home secretary Charles Clarke apologized for 
failing to deport foreign convicts, and nurses 
booed his health secretary Patricia Hewitt. 

Some 57 percent of people surveyed by 
YouGov for the Sunday Times since Wednesday 
said the party was ‘sleazy and incompetent.” 

Blair's personal rating has slipped to its 
lowest level since he took over as the party 
leader in 1994, with 64 percent saying he was 
doing badly and just 33 percent thinking that 
he was doing well. 

Of those surveyed, 48 percent now want 
Prescott sacked, including nearly a quarter of 
Labor supporters. Only 31 percent think he 
should stay on the job. 

Opinions of his political abilities were low, 
as 52 percent agreed with the statement that 


he was “a buffoon who should never have 
made it to high office.” 

Just 9 percent thought he had done a good 
jobas deputy prime minister. 

‘Some 53 percent want Clarke to get the axe 
and 21 percent want him to stay. 

A huge majority of 89 percent said the mis- 
taken foreign prisoner releases showed “alarm- 
ing incompetence,” with 72 percent rating the 
governments overall performance on crime 
and immigration “generally incompetent.” 

Some 51 percent of the voters want Hewitt to 
resign, while only 19 percent want her to stay. 

Those surveyed widely distrusted Hewitt's 
claim that the National Health Service had its 
best ever year. Some 72 percent said her con- 
tention was wrong and only 7 percent 
thought it was right. 

Sixty-two percent believe the NHS is doing 
badly, while 30 pereent think itis doing well. 

"The poll also revealed signs that smaller 
parties may do well in Thursday's election. 

‘All three main parties’ ratings are down on 
the last poll in March, with Labor and the Con- 
servatives each dropping three points to 32 per- 
cent and 35 percent respectively, and the Liber- 
al Democrats down one at 18 percent. 

Overall support for other parties was up 
from 8 percent to 15 percent. АЕР 


MILESTONES 
Economist John Kenneth Galbraith; 97 


WASHINGTON — JOHN 
Kenneth Galbraith, an influ- 
ential liberal economist and 
author of "The Affluent So- 
ciety,” has died at age 97, 
The New York Times report- 
ефоп Sunday. 

The Canadian-born Gal- 
bráith, a professor at Harvard 
University, died on Saturday 
at a hospital in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, the paper 
said. 

Galbraith’s most famous 
work, 1958's “The Affluent 
Society,” became а best- 
seller. In the book, he ar- 
gued that the United States 
hdd become rich in con- 
sumer goods but poor in social services. 


best-known author and 
perennial Nobel candidate 
Pramoedya Ananta Toer died 
оп Sunday, the family said. 

Pramoedya, known for his 
anti-colonial novels and long 
history of persecution by past 
regimes, had been suffering 
respiratory problems and 
chest pains in recent days 
and had refused to eat, na- 
tional news agency Antara 
reported, 

Antara called him “one ofin- 
donesia's great literary men.” 

He died at his daughter's 
home in East Jakarta, one of 
his grandsons told Reuters. 
He was81. 

Bom in Central Java in 1925, Pramoedya 
spent 14 years living on a desolate prison island 
called Buru under former autocrat Suharto be- 
cause of his perceived links with communism. 

While on the swampy, malaria-ridden island, 
Pramoedya conceived his best-known quartet 
of novels, the Buru series, tracing the early inde- 
pendence movement against the Dutch. 

He published the series after his release in 
1979. 

His books—he wrote some 30 in all—have 
been translated into nearly 40 languages. 

Pramoedya was denied pens or pencils dur- 


PRAMOEDYA 


Galbraith tutored Adlai 
Stevenson, the Democratic 
nominee for president in 
1952 and 1956, on eco- 
nomics. He also advised Pres- 
ident John E Kennedy and 
served as his ambassador to 
India 

Though he eventually 
broke with President Lyndon 
Johnson over the war in Viet- 
nam, he helped conceive of 
Johnson's Great Society pro- 
gram and wrote a major pres- 
idential address that outlined 
its purposes, the Times said. 

At his death Galbraith was 
an emeritus professor of eco- 
nomics at Harvard, where he 

had taught for most ofhis career. Reuters 


dya; 81 


ing much of his term on Buru. 
But he once told Reuters he 
had recited the stories so often 
to fellow prisoners all he had to 
do after his release was put pen 
to paper and the words flowed. 
His hearing was permanent- 
ly damaged during an assault 
by a soldier while in prison. 
But it was the burning of his 
‘manuscripts and books by the 
authorities in the mid-1960s 
that left the deepest scar. 
“After 1965, ай the con- 
tents of my personal library 
were burnt to the ground, my 
house was confiscated,” 
Pramoedya once said, refer- 
ring to the year when a coup 
attempt blamed on communists sparked mas- 
sive bloodshed that claimed hundreds of 
thousands of lives. 

Pramoedya’s links with the Communist- 
filiated People's Culture Institute led to 
imprisonment on Buru. After his release, he 
was put under house arrest and barred from 
travelling for many years. 

Though born and raised on Indonesia's 
main island Java, he had few of its traits em- 
phasizing humility and indirectness. 

Quoted by Antara at a birthday party when 
he turned 80, Pramoedya blasted Indonesia. 
asa "continent of corruption." Reuters 
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Berlusconi to quit as PM 


Resignation to end wrangling over poll defeat 


ROME—ITALIAN PRIME MINISTER SILVIO 
Berlusconi said on Saturday he would resign, 
ending three weeks of wrangling over a narrow 
election defeat and clearing the political decks for 
Romano Prodi to take power. 


Berlusconi, who had previously 
alleged election fraud and refused 
to fo concede defeat after 
April 9-10 polls, would hand his res- 
ignation to President Carlo Azeglio 
Gampi on Tuesday after a sched- 
uled Cabinet meeting, officials said. 

Prodis center-left coalition, 
ranging from communists to cen- 
trist Roman Catholics, won the 
election by the smallest margin in 
modem Italian history and will 
have to find quick remedies for a 
struggling economy and way- 


Iran crisis: Neither side blinks, 
but Tehran offers concession 


CAIRO, EGYPT—THE UN DEAD- 
line for Iran to stop uranium en- 
richment came and went, and nó- 
body blinked. 

Throughout the spiraling con- 
flict—slathered in tough talk on 
ай sides—lran had said it would 
not bow to international pres- 
sure, apparently banking on the 
deep split in the Security Council 
over the “or else" portion of the 
United Nations’ demand. 

Russia and China did not 
budge from their opposition to 
UN sanctions as punishment, 
leaving the United States, Britain 
and France hamstrung and facing 
а possible Security Council veto 
by the Kremlin and Beijing. 

Iran, however, appeared to have 
understood it may have pushed the 
international community as hard 
as it could for the time being. 

On Saturday, the Islamic repub- 
lic issued a concessionary proposal 
that might offer a way out of the 
dangerous stalemate, which US 
President George W. Bush has said 
caused the United States to leave. 


Almost half 


of Japanese fear 


themilitary option on the table. 

“If the issue is returned to the 
International Atomic Energy 
‘Agency, we will be ready to allow 
intrusive inspections,” Iran's 
deputy nuclear chief, Mohammed 
Saeedi, told state-run television.. 

His words appeared to antici- 
pate an intemational loss of pa- 
tience voiced Saturday by Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov—a 
steadfast opponent of sanctions. 

Lavrov told his Iranian counterpart 
Manouchehr Mottaki by telephone 
that Iran must halt uranium enrich- 
‘ment and cooperate with the IAEA. 

‘According to a Foreign Min- 
istry statement, Lavrov demand- 
ed that Iran suspend research and 
development on enrichment and 
“provide full-format cooperation” 
with the IAEA to “clear up the 
IAEA remaining questions.” 

In February Iran barred intru- 
sive inspections of ts nuclear facili 
ties by the IAEA, the UN watchdog 
for compliance with the Nuclear 
Nonproliferation Treaty, after it 
was referred to the Security Coun- 


cil over its nuclear activities. 

Several Westem coun- 
tries—the United States, Britain 
and France, in particular—sus- 
pect the program is aimed at pro- 
ducing nuclear warheads. 

By offering a return of so-called 
snap inspections, Iran appeared to 
be giving ground in an attempt to 
convince the the world 
community—that it was telling the 
truth when it said it was enriching 
uranium only as fuel for reactors to- 
generate electricity 

"What is up for negotiation is to 
remove concerns of probably few 
countries in negotiations; Saeedi 
told Iranian television in a direct 
reference to Westem allegations. 

The White House was dismis- 
sive of the Iranian offer. 

“Today's statement does not 
change our position that the Ira- 
nian government must give up its 
nuclear ambitions, nor does it af- 
fect our decision to move forward 
to the United Nations Security 
Council" spokesperson Blaine 
Rethmeiersaid Saturday АР 


possibility of war 


TOKYO-—ALMOST HALF OF JAPANESE FEAR 
the country could face war again, with North 
Korea's nuclear program and China's massive 
military buildup considered major threats to 
peace, according to a government survey pub- 
lished Sunday. 

The Cabinet Office survey, published in all 
major Japanese newspapers Sunday, said 45 
percent of respondents believe Japan may be- 
соте caught up їп а war—up 1.8 percentage 
points from a 2003 survey—while only 16.5 
percent disagreed. 

‘The survey said that 63.7 percent of re- 
spondents cited North Korea's nuclear threat 
as a possible cause of regional conflict, fol- 
lowed by terrorist attacks and the rapid mod- 
ernization of China's military. 

Japan's relations with China have dete- 
riorated in recent months due to Prime 
Minister Junichiro Koizumi’s visits to a 
Tokyo war shrine that defends Japan's 
militaristic past, as well as disputes over 
Japanese history textbooks and territorial 
issues. Tokyo has repeatedly voiced con- 
cern about China’s rising military spend- 


AT THE CENTER OF OUTING SCANDAL 
Former CIA agent Valerie Plame attends the White 
House Correspondents’ Association Dinner in 
Washington April 29. This is Plame's first public 
appearance since her identity was leaked to the 


ing, which it sees as a threat to regional 


stability, 


AP 


media, which is under federal investigation. rutes 


ward public finances, 

Many political commentators are 
skeptical he will govern for long, es- 
pecially after his coalition displayed 
embarrassing disunity on Friday and 
Saturday, needing four votes to get 
its candidate elected president of 
parliaments upper house Senate. 

"The Prodi government, if it ever 
sees the light of day, will have to 
get used to living with an abacus in 
its hands," the leftist La Repubblica 
newspaper said after the coalition 
failed to unite round Franco Marini 


a 


JS 
S. 


RAELIAN MARCH 


in the first three votes. 

The center-left has only a two- 
seat majority in the Senate but 
should be able to count on support 
from several life-senators appoint- 
ed by the president, not elected. 
ргойїз majority is bigger in the 
lower house Chamber of Deputies. 

"yes" an official at Berlusconi's 
office said when asked whether the 
prime minister, Italy's richest man 
and a media magnate, had decided 
to quit after leading Italy for five 
years with a center-right Cabinet. 

Berlusconi won power in 2001 
promising an economic miracle of 
tax cuts, an infrastructure boom 
and economic growth of around 4 
percent per year. But in 2005 the 
economy failed to grow for the sec- 
ond time in three years. 

The public deficit has exceeded 
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the European Union's 3 percent 
of GDP ceiling for the last threé 
years, with the trend worsening 
as one-off deficit plugs have run 
out. The 2005 deficit of 4.1 per- 
cent of GDP was the highest since 
1996. 

Prodi, a former European 
Commission president, has made 
much of his five years in Brussels 
where he stood on a world stage 
and earned a reputation for seri- 
ousness—a campaign motto he. 
coined to contrast with Berlus- 
coni's flamboyance. ey 

He saw EU expansion and'the 
introduction of the euro toj 
fruition, but had only limited s 
cess in his attempts to stamp out 
waste and fraud. He left many 
cold with his lack of communica- 
tionskillsandpresence. Reuters 
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Members of the Raelian Movement march during а rally assailing violence on the streets in Seoul, 


South Korea, Sunday. About 30 members of the religious group, which believes that 


extraterrestrials created life on Earth through genetic engineering, 


signs read "No violence.” 


KANDAHAR, AFGHANISTAN—PO- 
lice in Afghanistan on Sunday 
found the body of an Indian engi- 
neer kidnapped two days before by 
Taliban militants, a kiling that 
eared swift condemnation from 
New Delhi. 

‘A Taliban spokesperson, Yousuf 
‘Ahmadi, told AFP the killing of 
Surya Narayan, who was working 
as а contractor for Afghan mobile 
telephone network Roshan, was 
unintentional, but officials said the 
killing was no accident. 

Narayan's body was found in 
Shahjoy district of restive Zabul 
province іп southern 
Afghanistan, district police chief 
Mohammed Mir told AFR 

“His body was found beheaded 
in an area called Hassan Karez, so 
it cannot be an accident as the 
Taliban claim,” an interior min- 
istry official said on condition of 
anonymity. 

Narayan was abducted Friday in 
Zabul province, along the main 
highway linking the capital Kabul to 
the southern city of Kandahar, birth- 
place of the Taliban movement. 

On Saturday, the militants 


threatened to kill Narayan unless 


IC MANJULA, wife of K. 
holds her husband's 
portrait and cries in Hyderabad, 
India, Saturday April 29. 
all Indian nationals and companies 
left Afghanistan within 24 hours. 
"The Indian engineer was in a 
room with one guard, he attacked 
the guard and punched him, went 
ош of the building running as oth- 
er mujahedin shot him dead,” Ah- 
madi told AFP by telephone. 


» 
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participated in this event. The ^! 
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Taliban behead Indian hostage 


Ahmadi said the Taliban's 
council of leaders was "sad- 
dened" by the incident, as New 
Delhi had shown its willingness 
to negotiate for Narayan’s re- 
lease. 

“We are sorry—the leading 
council had decided to extend the 
deadline for another 24 hours 
since the Indian side had showed 
gestures that they were ready To 
negotiate,” he said. 

Indian Prime Minister Manmo- 
һап Singh condemned what he 
called the “inhuman” killing of 
Narayan, who hailed from the 
southern Indian city of Hyder;, 
abad and was а father of three. 

Afghan interior ministry 
spokesperson Mohammed Yousuf 
Stanizai could not immediately 
confirm the police findings. 

Indian satellite channel CNN: 
IBN showed footage of Narayan’s 
family in severe shock in Hyder- 
abad after receiving news that he 
had been killed. + 

His wife Manjula and three 
children were crying incon- 
solably, surrounded by family 
members who were trying to 
comfort them. AFP 


Bush, look-alike tickle reporters at White House dinne 
ca A 


WASHINGTON—IT WAS TWICE 
the fun for members of the White 
House Correspondents’ Associa- 
tion and guests when President 
George W. Bush and a look-alike, 
sound-alike sidekick poked fun at 
the president and fellow politi- 
clans. 

“Ladies and gentlemen, 1 feel 
chipper tonight. 1 survived the 
White House shake-up,” the pres- 
ident said Saturday night. 

But impersonator Steve Bridges 
stole many of the best lines. Vice 
President Dick Cheney and his 
hunting accident were targets of his 
humor on a couple of occasions. 

"Speaking of suspects, where is 
the great white hunter?” Bridges 


said, later adding, “He shot the 
only trial lawyer in the country 
who supports me.” 

Bush continued a tradition be- 
gun by President Coolidge in at- 
tending the correspondents dinner. 

He invited Bridges to play his 
double. The president talked to 
the press in polite, friendly terms. 
Bridges told them what the presi- 
ent was really thinking. 

Bridges opened like this: "The 
media really tick me off—the way 
they пу to embarrass me by not 
editing what I say. Well lees things 
going, or I'l never get to bed.” 

'm absolutely delighted to be 
here, as is (wife) Laura,” Bush 
replied. 


“She's hot,” Bridges quipped. 

The featured entertainer was 
‘Stephen Colbert, whose Comedy 
Central show “The Colbert Re- 
port” often lampoons the Wash- 
ington establishment. 

*] believe that the government 
that governs best is a government 
that governs least, and by these 
standards we have set up a fabu- 
lous government in Iraq," Colbert 
said in a typical zinger. 

He also paid mock tribute to Bush 
аза man who "believes Wednesday 
what he believed Monday, despite 
what happened Tuesday” 

Yet it's the Who's Who of power 
and celebrity in the audience—in- 
vited by media organizations to 


their dinner tables—that draws 
much of the attention. 

Joining ABC were former Am- 
bassador Joseph Wilson and his 
wife, Valerie Plame, the CIA offi- 
cer at the heart of а leak investi- 
gation that has reached deep into 
the White House. 

Others on the guest list includ- 
ed rapper-actor Ludacris, whose 
real name is Chris Bridges; James 
Denton, the hunky plumber on 
“Desperate Housewives" on ABC; 
“Dancing With the Stars" winner 
Drew Lachey; New Orleans May- 
ог Ray Nagin; tennis player Anna 
Kournikova; and Pittsburgh 
Steelers quarterback Ben Roet 
lisberger. АР 


PRESIDENT Bush (right) and Steve Bridges, a comedian and 


President Bush impersonator. 
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Portmasters halt Painters by 3 


HARBOUR Centre's Joseph Yeo finds the 
Boing tough and ends up with just 4 points. 


Toyota Otis raps 
Hapee-PCU five 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


BACKUP POINT GUARD CHICO 
Lanete drained a three-pointer 
with 40.3 seconds left as Har- 
bour Centre stunned league- 
leader Rain or Shine, 59-56, in 
the PBL Unity Cup yesterday at 
the Olivarez Sports Center in 
Parafiaque. 
iie The опта 
scored their first fran- 
chise-win over the sea- 
soned Elasto Painters 
despite the absence of 
авли dies tan siar Joseph Yo, 
levai 228 minutes left 
third period for hi 


GAMES TOMORROW 
(San Andres Gym) 
2pm—Granny 
Goose vs TeleTech 


Gilbert Malabanan.. 

“Finally after six tries, Harbour Centre won 
versus Rain or Shine,” said coach Jorge б: 
“Lanete won it for us despite a sprained ankle.” 

Reyes finished with 11 points and six 
bounds, while LA Tenorio delivered another 

und performance with 11 markers, 11 assists, 
four rebounds and two steals. 

Inthe second game, Toyota Otis regained с 
trol in the fourth quarter to post a 69-59 victory 
over Hapee-PCU. 

The Sparks tied Rain or Shine for second place 

, behind Montana Pawnshop (7-2). Har- 
straight win for 


toapoint, 54-53. 

‘An Ortiguerza triple finally pus 
on top for the first time, 56-54 with 1:42 left. 

But Lanete responded with a clutch triple to 
push the Portmasters ahead, 57-56, with only 
40.3 ticks left. Tenorio then nailed only one of his 
three free throws for 58-56, giving the Painters а 
chance to turn the game around, 

But the Painters missed their last three at 


tempts, including Eugene Tan's potential winning 
‘oa WIN 5 NBA ourtside Seats 
тише мые 
net D Gre aho VA Ga за and 1000 NBA Jerseys 
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Pacquiao fight tickets ^ 
free, Wowwowee! 


MANNY PACQUIAO HAS BEEN 
Bare ЕҮЕ 
Be). 


behaving confused. If not, wh 
Recab v 


was he worried sick about his 
Trinidad 
(2 
when he said that, just like Pač- 


forthcoming big fight at the 

Araneta Coliseum? 
quiso, ABS-CBN throws every- 
thing into any major project. . 


quiao himself, the single most 
saleable commodity in the Philip- 
pines, the strongest one-man 
Sales force in the country today. 

Pacman could go sell the Jones. 
Bridge to Ciy Hal and the 
prospective buyers would most 
probably bite. 

But our man of the hour had. 
sulienly sounded unsure of hirn- 


There's a tested product: Pac- 


tars today 


Francis Ochoa 


‘Truth is the Pacquiao bout 
has been sold out this early: Or 
before his opponent could be 
named, for that matter. 

As the sharp street pollster 
puts it, Pacquiao would fill the 
Big Dome even if he boxes à 


IRE IS ONLY SO MUCH THAT ONCE-A-WEEK PRACTICES CAN 
dp for Chot Reyes as far as finding out how far his basketball pro- 
gram has gone. Anytime he can get a game ir for his match-hun- 


Tt was totally unexpected, but 
Pacquiao angrily protested after it 
was noted that Oscar Larios, the 


giy national squad, he considers it a blessing. 


“We've been waiting in the side- 
lines for so ong just to geta chance 
to play and we're pretty much excit- 
ed that we have a great opportunity 
for us,” said the national coach and 
basketball overlord ofa group thats 
trying to wrest control of the sport’s 
national federation. 

‘That group, Pilipinas Basketball, 
finally ges the chance to play when 
itfaces an assembly of American 
players at 5:30 p.m. today at the 
Araneta Coliseum. 

Don't be deceived by the fact that 
half of the US team is known nowa- 
days only for their name than for 
their game, legends whose collec- 
tive basketball shelf life is way past 
its expiry date. 

‘The other half of the US Legends 
squad is strong enough to give 
Reyes the shivers 

“You're looking at the wrong side 
of that team if you think it is weak,” 


Reyes said. 

‘The other half, composed ofun- 
heralded NBA Developmental 
League (NBDL) players and that 
one noted NBA name still in good 
basketball shape, poses а serious 
threat. 

And the 124-94 routof a San 
Miguel Corporation touring squad 
of former pros in Cebu provided but 
a glimpse of that threat. 

"They have a talented and big. 
team,” Reyes said. "We didn't see 
everything that they are capable of 
doing (in the Mandaue дате)” 

NBDL standouts Olu Famutini 
and Myron Allen are expected to 
ead the charge of the Legends 
team. And in the middle ofthat 
charge is Dennis Rodman, the 6- 
foot rebounding demon who can 
change the complexion of a match 
in many ways mischief not being 
the least of them. 


REBOUNDING demon Dennis Rodman promises a big game. 


Known for his eccentricity and 
naughty on-court behavior, Rod- 
man showed he is stilla force to 
contend with, hauling down 18 
boards in Cebu. 

‘Alex English, Calvin Murphy and 
Darryl Dawkins will lead the 
squad's legends half. Dawkins has 
promised an array of dunks which 
he will christen. 

“Calvin has been very excited to 
play against the RP Team,” said 
Mario Whitmire, president of the 
organizing West End Sports. 

Whitmire also announced that 
ticket prices for general admission 
have been reduced to only PISO. 

Former MVPs Asi Taulava and 
Willie Mller and Jimmy Alapag of 


тык Text will lead the RP Team, 
which will also have Air21 gun- 
singer Ren-Ren Ritualo and Alas- 
Каз Nic Belasco and Mike Cortez. 
“There's not much big names 
here, these are the guys who are al- 
‘ways present during practices and 
really dedicated to represent the 
country" Reyes said of his squad. 
By the end of the match, Reyes 
hopesto get an idea of how far his 
team has gone and how much 
ground it needs to cover just in case 
gts the thumbs-up to represent. 
the country in the 2006 Asian 
Gamesin Doha, Qatar. 
“We know we have developed al- 
ready a sense of togetherness,” 
Reyes said. 


Bobby Pacquiao signs up with Top Rank 


BOBBY PACQUIAO, YOUNGER BROTH- 


Filipino. “This is a great opportunity for 


^1 have personally dealt with Top 


erof ring icon Manny recently signed an 
exclusive contract with the Las Vegas- 
based Top Rank promotions. 

‘Terms of the deal, other than it calls 
fora nine-fight stint for the Filipino pug, 
were not disclosed. 

Bobby signed the agreement together. 
with his management team made up of 
Cebu-based promoter Wakee Salud and 
‘American manager Michael Koncz. 

"Т am very happy and I feel great in 
signing with Top Rank,” Bobby said in 
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me to show the world that there is an- 
other boxer named Pacquiao who can 
fight and is worth watching.” 

‘Bobbys first fight will be on June 10, 
"when he defends his WBC Continental 
‘Americas tide against Kevin Kelley in the 
‘undercard of the Miguel Cotto vs. Paulie 
Malignaggi pay-per-view match at 
Madison Square Garden in New York. 

Manny, meanwhile, expressed grati- 
tude to Top Rank, which has handled his 
Jast three fights. 


Rank, they have treated me well and 
with great respect,” Manny, who is 
preparing for a July 2 bout with Mexican 
Oscar Larios in Manila, said. 

Koncz is credited for reviving the ca- 
reer of Bobby, who was knocked out in 
the 7th round by Rakkiatgym in a Febru- 
ary 2005 fight. 

Koncz said that the deal with Top 
Rank was a bonus for the victory of Bob- 
by Pacquiao over Carlos Hernandez last 
year. Salven L. Lagumbay, contributor 
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Makabayan Tayo Para Sa Preschool 
АР. Velegas 

M.P. Andoy 

New Integrated Communication Ants 
n English (Worktext) 

(Language & Reading) 


АР. Velegas 
МА Andoy 


RE. Vegas 
M.P. Andoy 
New Integrated Communication Ants 
In English (Language) 
New Integrated Communication Arts 
1а English ( Reading) 


RE. Venegas 
M.P. Andoy 


RF. Venegas 
MP. Andoy 


Integrated Core Curriculum 
(Worktexi) 

My Self 

My Family 

My School 

My Community 

‘Things Around Me 


АР. Venegas 
М.В Andoy 


Hazel D. Babiano 
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PT. Santos 


EN. Reno 
AS. Espelita 
FN. Remo 
AS. Espelita 
FN. remo 
AS. Espelita 
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AS. Espolla 
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boxer hell be fighting on July 2, 
could be no better than recycled 
Mexican meat. 

"Sorry, Kuyang, but we cant 
blame Manny, he's the hands-on 
promoter of his fight against Lar- 
jos, Бака  nagkasunodsunod 
lang,” explained Peter Musngi, 
АВ$ СВМ tested impresario. 

By “nagkasunod-sunod,” our 
friendly ABS-CBN exec meant 
the succeeding reports in this 
column which stated, among 
others, that: 1) Larios suffered 
a silly knockdown against an 
obscure Japanese pug in Tokyo 
last year; 2) Larios was beaten 
silly by Israel Vasquez, a Pac- 
quiao sparmate, in their last 
dash for the world 122-pound 


crown. 

‘Also, the subsequent ques- 
tion on why Larios was allotted 
a whopping $450,000 purse, 
more expensive than a world 
champion, had not been an- 
swered. 

Again, that itself should пог 
be cause for worry among han- 
dlers of the July 2 super bout at 
‘Araneta Coliseum. 

Of course, some clarifica- 
tions would've helped. 

But the good news for Man- 
ny Pacquiao Promotions is that 
the masa, the wetmarket 
crowds in particular, has been 
properly incensed, excited, 
won over, captivated by the 
Pacquioa-Larios mano-a-mano. 

Talo ba tayo? (Are we losing?) 
asked a pudgy, sunburnt bibingka- 
suman vendor at the Mandaluy- 
ong public marker yesterday. 

‘The poor fellow, a billiards par- 
lor habitue, was alarmed by 
daims stating Larios was a lot 
better than Marco Antonio Bar- 
тега and Erik Morales, or both of 
the two Mexican ring greats com- 
bined. 

‘These details about the alleged 
greatness of Larios were drum- 
beated during the over-decorated 
ABS-CBN presscon on Friday, an 
affair that showed the giant tele- 
vision network is throwing every- 
thing behind the super fight. 

A big hand to the promoters, 
‘The selling of Larios had been 
colorfully handled, 

Peter Musngi must be believed 


chimp ("Maski tsonggo kontra 
Agua epee 

In fact, ABS-CBN needed not 
have created a big problem by 
offering to give away all gener- 
aladmission tickets. К 

The best they could have 
done was sell these at prices 
well within reach of the poor, 
hungry masa that, no thanks to 
crippling poverty, could no 
longer afford anything here- 
abouts. 

ABS-CBN, mainly big boss 
Gabby Lopez, definitely meant 
‘well, but its missing the main 
point. Ў 

‘You bet our poor brothers in 
the slums would beg and bor- 
row just to be able to watch 
their super hero fight live and, 
wow, against a Mexican at that: 

Now that the lowest priced 
passes would no longer be of- _ 
fered at the ticket booths, how 
do our very poor neighbors get 
hold of a ticket to the Pacquiad 
fght? 

Risk their lives in another 
stampede? * 

Pardon this, but ABS-CBN һа. 
indulged in shallow sweet charity. 
that is expected to complicate 
matters. 

Of course, the problem is not 
with the poor general admission | 
crowds alone, which form the 
biggest bulk of fanatics who are 
stil intoxicated with Pacquiao's 
sensational triumph in Las Vegas 
last January. 

Ticket prices should be within 
sane reach of everybody, includ- 
ing members of the middle class 
and the affluent status gods of 
suburbia. 

ОК, poor fans need not worry 
They would get their dream tick- 
ets free. 

But don't look now. There's 
this suggestion that tickets to the 
Pacquiao bout be raffled off to the. 
public at the Wow Wow Wee pro- 
gram, featuring the unsinkable 
Willy Revillame. 

Explains Mr Musngi: "Me- 
chanics are still in the works for 
different ABS-CBN platforms in- 
cluding TV Radio, Cable, Interac- 
tive and Publishing” 

Consult the Palace chief of staff 
and other crowd control geniuses 
‘at Malacafiang, please. 


| Katigbak-Sangil tops 


Liberica Invtl golf 


UPA CITY—GERALD KATIGBAK 
and Raymund Sangi scored a wo- 
under-par 286 over the weekend to 
win overall team low gross honors 
in the eighth Liberica Invitational 
golf championships of the Mount 
Malarayat Club here. 

Boosted by the long-hitting 
Sangil'sfive-under-par 67 on Friday 
at the Mounts Malipunyo and 
Makulot nines, the ream pulled 
away from the field and tumed its 
championship round on Saturday a 
mere cakewalk. 

Tino Gonzales-Severino Oliva 
tallied a net 265 for the overall net 
title, while the Virginia BoteJosei 
Untal combine signed for 171 
points for the overall team champi- 
onship. 

Sungbin Yoon-Gary Sales totaled 
164 points to win the Division 1 di- 
adem by 10 points over the Mark 
Mendoza-Eddie Bagtas Ji team. 


Ricky Velasco, the chairman of the. 
tournament, and guest Errol Cruz 
submitted 152 points for third 
place. 

Rey Brion and Jovey Eala 
amassed 160 points for the Division 
2 crown, two ahead of Ding Andal- 
Joey Magealayo, who finished with 
158 points and nipped the Jess Bar- 
tolome-Gerry Jaspio tandem via the 
countback. 

Francisco WongNorbeno To- 
lentino ran away with the Division 
3 crown after shooting a combined 
163 points under the Stableford 
method of scoring. Malarayat chair 
Antonio Turalba and Cesar Muñoz 
finished second 12 points behind. 

Cruz's gross 82 and net 71 gave 
him the Sponsors’ Category title, 
with Emil Alviar finishing second 
with a 72. Herman Hirang finished 
third and Francis Laurel fourth after. 
losing in the countback to Alviar. 


JVC reg gets going in Davao ; 
1 

OVER 300 PLAYERS from various provinces in Mindanao buckle down to 

‘work today as they begin their chase for top honors in the Davao leg of the 

JVC Regional Badminton Championships at the Wheels 'N ‘More Badminton. 

eda tatem пшр е теала ro sev н 

winners to receive P5,000 and P3,000, respectively. plus medals and gift 

tems. The intercollegiate champions will bring home P8,000 plus gift prizes. 

А spirited battle in all categories is expected since the top finishers will gain 

berths to the JVC Open Championships slated in July at Glorietta. 
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Ex-Japan titlist 
vying in nat’ 
club champs tilt 


CEEWHUBDERBIRD 


By Jong Arcano 


TWENTY-SEVEN CLUBS HAVE SO FAR CON- 
firmed participation in the second National 
‘Tournament of Club Champions presented by 
Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corp. and 
Inqumn Golf slated on May 15-20 at the four 
courses of the sprawling Eagle Ridge Golf and 
‘Country Club in Gen. Trias, Cavite. 

"With six more clubs expected to send in their 
entries before the May 5 deadline, this year's cast. 
will be almost twice as big as the 18 that took part 
in the inaugural edition, also at Eagle Ridge, last 
‘year, Defending champions Raymund Sangil and 
Katrina Gonzales are not in the field this time. 

"The roster is a mix of jungolf stars, low handi- 
‘capers from the corporate sector and expatriates 
from as far north as Baguio and south as Davao. 

‘Among those in the lineup are former Japanese 
national amateur champion Yasushi Kita who will 
represent Orchard, jungolf aces Mico Yee and Су- 
та Rodriguez who are the Riviera champions and 
corporate executives Indren Naidoo (South- 
woods), Abe Rosal (Calatagan) and Edmund Yee 
(Southwood). 

Still being awaited are the entries from the Аро 
(Davao), Marapara (Bacolod), Camp John Hay, 
Canlubang, Capitol Hills, Royal Northwoods, The 
Country Club and Villamor. 

“The NTCC is also backed by Philippine Airlines 
as the official carrier, Callaway as the official ap- 
раге, Platonic as hole-in-one sponsor, Titiest as 
the official ball, The Travel Club, Sta. Lucia Realty 
and Microtel as official hotel. 

"The dub champions vill be officially presented 
in the Champions Ball on May 12 to be hosted by 
Тилек president Sandy Prieto Romualdez and 
HSBC CEO Warner Manning. 


The first round on 
May 15 will be spiced 
up by a skills challenge 
"where prizes for long 
driving, pitching and 
putting will be up for 
grabs. 

The entries as of yeser- 
day ик Habong-hden 
ioo and Vice Gao 
‘Aulnaléo—Ronrie Litava 
ad Май Saio, Ma 
Visa Roin and іа 
Сала; Baguio Cory 
ChB Laren, Calata- 
qan». Rosal and Teresa 
Howard; Cebu Courty 
lib eic Deen and Kateen 
Uy. Eastidge—Pak Jong- 
sao and Tess Staub; Eagle 
Ridge bn Tarbogon and 
Kon Ye Sut; 

Forest Hils—Lary Pat- 
mnengon and Voy Pega ol- 
lo—Méming Marvila and 
Маде Раа Manta " ird Successor, Thun 
Gato Reyes and May Mibi бг Migrana 
Nett Marila Suthwoods—Edmund Үе and Beachie Abiara; rd 
Minosa--Kim Hee youen: M. Malarayat— Ger Кау ала 
young; Orchant Yasushi Kta and Marissa Romano; Pueblo 
de Ore—holy Uy and Celne Menes; Rancho Pals Verdes—A- 
во Marcelino and Imelda бака; Rivera Milo Yee and Сула 
Rodiqu Sherwood tils—Teuo Naish and Marene y 
Sta, Elena ing Tuason and Vice бойо, Summit Polrt—Va! 
Plata; Tagaytay Highlands—Avgusto Theodore de Jesus and 
Webel Канзас Tagaytay Milanés—Olver Gan and Beachi 
беа, Vaid Vila and Voy Pages. and Wack 
Wack ate Manotoc and Katya бза Cuz 
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ROSAL: Calatagan 
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Lagon wins P9.5M derby 


‘SONNY LAGON, FIELDING HIS RENOWNED BLUE 
Blade Sweater roosters, dominated the GCAP Big 
Event One-Day 7-Cock Derby yesterday atthe San 
“Май Coliseum. Lagon, a Thunderbird Bexan XP-user, 
Scored six straight wins to clinch the title with one 


match left since the closest challenger had only ће 
points by then. His last assignment ended in a draw. 
Lagon's entry, Blue Blade Against АП Odds, in partner- 
ship with Gerry Ramos, was made up of four 
SSweater-Kelso crosses, two Sweater бйтоге anda 
Sweater Hosted by the Gentlemen Cockers Associa- 
tion ofthe Philippines, the event lured 19 top entries. 
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By Francis Ochoa 


CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—LONG ADORED BY 
their legions of fans nationwide, the brightest 
stars of the Philippine Basketball Association 
gave a little something back to the real people 
who prop up their careers. 

‘They gave them the 2006 Hope PBA All-Star 
Weekend. 

From repeat slam dunk winner KG Canaleta 
putting on a pair of sunglasses and doing an im- 

Й promptu jig after officials did the math and de- 

EON] сше! him champion to Jojo Lastimosa carving 

yet another milestone in а gym where he first 

honed his basketball skills to Danny lidefonso and 

Asi Taulava watching their MVP bids rest in the 

hands of Roger Yap, fans managed to look past 

the no-shows and the slip-ups and take home a 
piece of the PBA with them. 

“Tes very rare that something as big as this hap- 
pens here because we are such a small city” said 
22-year-old Honey Mei Kho. "And they [PBA 
Stars] even took the time out to visit hospitals and 
Charities and lefta lot of Cagayanons very happy” 

“The one thing I'll remember most is the slam 
dunk contest because KG was really, realy amaz- 
ing” she added. 


THE HOMETOWN South squad celebrates its 122-120 victory over the North team. In the end, 


though, the real winners were those who saw their favorite аг їп action—the fans. яклау 


JOHN ARIGO (ght) goes up against A-Star MVP Asi Tava, xs 


"It was a lot of fun watching Enrico Villanueva 
play" said Mark Prudente, 25, “Td been looking 
forward to this to watch Enrico dunk and play. 
Plus, the players really wanted to win and they 
played defense, which is rare in AllStar games. 
Its really an event to remember” 

‘The South team defeated the North, 122-120, 
and winning coach Jong Uichico admitted that 
the players left everything on the court for the 


people who crammed the Xavier University gym 
in the two day spectacle. 

“This is for the fans,” said Uichico. “They were 
really so involved in the game and that's what 
fired up the players.” 

"Tt didn't matter who won,” said Canaleta. "We 
just wanted to put on a good show for the fans.” 

And it was, indeed a good show. 

Canaleta won the slam dunk tilt against a host 


of challengers that induded ex-champs. Lasti: 
mosa, born and raised here, rallied the Legends 
past the league's current crop of shooters. And the 
South squad went through uneasy moments be- 
fore emerging victorious. 

In the end, though, the real winners were the 
people who really mattered the most—those who 
cheered themselves hoarse, thrilled at the excite- 
ment the weekend affair brought to their lives. 


Drivers gear up for AF3 kickoff 


INSPIRED BY THE SUCCESS OF THEIR 
recent street drive, Asian Formula 
Three drivers have started testing in 
earnest for the opening three rounds 
of this year’s circuit at the Batangas 
Racing Circuit on May 6-7. 

‘One of them, female driver Gaby deta 
Merced, took a while adjusting to the power 
of her AF3 car in her initial test last week but 
is now raring to go. 

“Lam more focused on being familiar with 
the cay” said Dela Merced 23, who is making 
the jump to AF3 from Formula Toyota. The 
first time 1 tested 1 was overwhelmed be- 
‘cause the caris really powerful. I was able to 
feel the force and I got very excited" 

"Gaby set a best time of one minute, 36.2 
seconds, which is okay for a first times” said 
team manager Edgen Dy-Liacco. “We are 
sure she will be close to the pace by race 
week” 


SAN LAZARO RACES 


Dela Merced and the other AF3 bets 
showed their driving skills before a big 
crowd in front of the Rajah Sulaiman Park 
during the Ginebra San Miguel Street Drive 
оп Roxas Boulevard in Manila. 

Gaby will race in the Promotions class for 
Speedtech Asia and has for а teammate 
‘Tyson Sy, the first Filipino to score a break- 
through win in last year’s series by complet- 
ing a golden double at the Sentul Intema- 
tional Circuit in Indonesia en route to a 
fourth place finish overall 

Dado Pea, backed by PLDT MyPAD 
wwwnypad.net), MOF Hanjin Pena y Са 
and Speedzone, is also back with Team 
Goddard, determined to improve on his 
sixth place overall finish las year. 

‘The 2003 overall champion, Pepon Mar- 
ave, will be back at the helm of a Kenetic F3 
car. Another Filipino, JP Tuason, will drive 
for Tuason Racing. 


SY: Top RP bet. 


They will be up against a host of foreign 
drivers bidding to take over from where in- 
donesian Ananda Mikola left off last year. 
Mikola emerged as the overall champion 
with a runaway 154 points on four victories. 
in 12 rounds and has since concentrated on. 
the Al circuit. He will race anew, though. 
when the AF3 goes to Sentul in August. 


Million Dollar, Spectacular Play 
hammer out contrasting triumphs 


By Musong R. Castillo 


CARMONA, CAVITE—TOP CHOICE MIL- 
lion Dollar set a blistering pace early and 
then dispatched his pursuers in the stretch 
yesterday to rule the Capt. Inocencio Crisos- 
tomo Cup by four lengths over Dixie The 
‘Younger at the San Lazaro Leisure Park. 

Handled brilliantly by Jonathan B. Her- 
nandez, the three-year-old chestnut colt 
jumped out ofthe gates hard, settled into his 
‘comfort zone before coming up with an un- 
matched finishing burst to complete the 
wire-to-wire triumph. 

‘The progeny of Account of Grace out of 
Es Verdad clocked 1 minute and 34 seconds 
for the 1,500-meter race, outclassing the 
‘compact field that included fellow Triple 
Crown hopefuls Kings Dominion and Ba- 
tong 5йуаг 

Million Dollar, who occupied the farther- 
most stall, refused to yield the lead to the 
fleet-footed Antonio Alcasid Jr-ridden Ba- 
tong Silyar and comfortably showed the 
way as the field passed the judges stand for 
the first ime. 
"King’s Dominion, the Bull Market out of 
Reasonable Share offspring who owns a po- 
tent finishing kick, got to within a length of 
Million Dollar near the far tum. 

But Million Dollar responded to a slight 


IF BASKETBALL DID NOT CAPTIVATE 
them, (Carlos) Loyzaga, (Robert) Jaworski, 
(Ramon) Femandez, (Alvin) Patrimonio 
and (Rico) Villanueva could have been fa- 
mous too in another sport like tennis be- 
cause they have the height and build. They 
‘could have been world-class players com- 
peting in the Wimbledon, French Open, US 
Open, Australian Open and all the other 
ATP events. 

PJ Tiero is aiming to realize that goal. 
With his long reach and towering height, 
this 6-foot-1 athlete from Olongapo City is 
slowly but surely reaching that target. Now 
the countrys No, 1 tennis player, the 20- 
year-old Tierro has moved up in the ATP 
adder to 927th from his previous 1,171. 

Tierro is supported by a dedicated group 


JOCKEY JB Hernandez rides to victory in this file photo. 


prodding by Hemandez, zooming to a 
three length lead after the final tur to win 
with plenty to spare with quarter times of 
17, 24, 25, 27. The win was worth 
200,000 for owner Nap Chua. 

While Million Dollar frolicked in setting 
the pace, Spectacular Play rallied mightily 
under veteran rider Jesus С. Guce to pocket 
the Eduardo Cojuangeo Jr. Cup and share 
the day's limelight. 

Guce worked the four-year-old chesmut 
filly Spectacular Play from fifth spot in the 
1,600-meter race, picking off the pace-set- 


ters onebyone to win over the favored 
speedball Mamaya by four lengths. 

“The far fourth pick clocked 1:39.5 for the 
mile with quarter times of 25, 24, 24, 26 to 
win the P300,000 top prize. Mamaya won 
P112,500 for finishing second, while Mar- 
que, a longshot from the Hermie Esguerra 
stables, rallied for third worth P62,500. 

The winning time was half a second off 
the track record by Cover Girl last year. The 
two races were part of a 13-ace schedule 
that formally ended celebrations of the 
32nd Marho Founders Cup. 


"The success of the Ginebra Street Drive. 
has really rubbed off on the drivers,” said 
АРЗ Corp. chair Ed Peña. “They are consis- 
tent in testing and we expect their times to 
continue improving over the next few days. 
We have a great cast that includes top Fil- 
ipino drivers. We can't wait to see what will 
happen in the opening three rounds.” 

Each of the six legs of this year’s series, 
which will also include visits to Zhuhai, Chi- 
па, and Sentul, Indonesia, will consist of 
three rounds each, putting emphasis on the 
conditioning of the drivers and the prepara- 
tion and maintenance of their machines. 

The foreign cast is led by John O'Hara of 
Ireland, second placer last year who is bid- 

ig to win the overall title on his third try. 
He will tam up with compatriot Ali Jackson 
of Aran Racing, an Irish team that made an 
initial foray into AF3 racing late last year. 

Jackson has spent several days testing at 


BRC and has recorded a best lap time of 
1:288 minutes at the 3.4-km circuit 

James Winslow of England, who edged 
Sy for third overall last year, was only one- 
tenth of a second slower. He will go into this 
weekend's races fresh off a win, two second 
place finishes and a third place finish in the 
Australian F3 races. 

Winslow will team up with fellow Briton 
Dillon Battistini, a 28-year-old driver who 
rose through the ranks of British karting. 
They will drive for JA Motorsports, a new 
team being managed by Adachi San, the 
Japanese engineer who helped Mikola 
clinch last years tite. 

Three Indonesian drivers are also in the 
field, including last years Promotions class 
winner, Moreno Soeprapto, half-brother of 
Mikola. Soeprapto will drive for Speedtech 
Asia while Bagoes Hermanto and his broth- 
ет Satria, will drive for Joson F3. 


So draws with GM 
keeps IM hopes alive 


DUBAI—WESLEY SO KEPT HIS BID FOR 
AN Intemational Master result alive Satur- 
day, salvaging a draw with Grandmaster 
Faruk Bistric of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 
the seventh round of the 8th Dubai Open at 
the Dubai Chess and Culture Club here. 

The 12-year-old So, who last month be- 
came the youngest Philippine ream member 
to the World Chess Olympiad, notched his 
second draw and improved to 4 points for a 
share of 40th place along with 26 others in- 
duding Woman GM Maria Sergeeva of 
Kazakhstan. 

Sergeeva will be So's eighth-round oppo- 
ment. 


Third seed Gabriel Sargissian of Armenia. 
stopped ovemight solo leader and second 
seeded Kazakh Darmen Sadvalasov in just 
23 moves of a Nimzo-Indian Defense to 
score 6 points and forge a tiple Че for the 
Jead with No. 8 Sergey Fedorchuk of the 
Ukraine and 1lth-ranked Tigran Petrosian, 
also of Armenia. 

Fedorchuk inflicted a second straight loss 
оп fifth seeded Ukrainian Evgenij Mirosh- 
nichenko after 55 moves of an English 
Opening while Petrosian nipped No. 6 Gior- 
gi Kacheishvili of Georgia after 42 moves of 
à Caro-Kann Defense. Marlon Bernardino, 
contributor 


Enduro SML starts May 27 


IT'S ALL SYSTEMS GO FOR THE ENDURO 
San Mig Light Adventure Series. 

‘After the huge success of the first Enduro 
series, the adventure race—tagged as one of. 
the biggest sporting events of the 
year—kicks off its SML 2006 first leg on 
May 27 in Cebu. 

Unlike last year where the racers encoun- 
tered and survived Cebu City’s deep terrains 
and diffs, this time the Enduro SML Adve 
ture highlights some of the south’s exotic 
lands and tricky hills. 

‘This year's Cebu leg, however, is open on- 


PJ Tierro, rising star of tennis 


of trainers, coaches and sponsors. He is 
now on his third year of a five-year devel- 
opment program run by veteran tennis 
coach Beeyong Sison and bankrolled by 
sportsman Jean Henri Lhuillier. 

Under the program, Пепо is trained to 
acquire playing skills not only by the typical 
training workouts but by competing in ac- 
tual tournaments here and abroad. The 
team believes that for Tierro to leam more 
about the game, he should travel to other 
countries and play in different surfaces 
such as clay, shell and grass against some of 
the world’s top netters and under all play- 
ing conditions. 

*1 personally believe in PJ's talent,” said 
Lhuillier. "He has the heart and dedication 
to pursue excellence in his sport. Provided 


CLEAN LIVING 


with the right training and exposure, PJ will 
reach his full potential.” 

‘The Filipino gained the attention of for- 
mer Wimbledon champion Pat Cash while 
attending the Pat Cash Tennis Academy in 
Brisbane in 2003. "Tierro is definitely a tal- 
ent with a world-class forehand," Cash said, 
Ie was also in 2003 when Tierro's potential 
was first noticed. He reached the finals of 


the Cebuana Lhuillier Men's Circuit where 
he lost to then No. 1 ranked Johnny Arcilla, 
тето advanced to the finals after beating 
then No. 2 and Davis Cup player Joseph 
Victorino in the semifinals 

1n 2004, Tierro played in the Davis Cup 
Zonals where he defeated Hong Kong's Hiu 
‘Tung (ATP 970), capping the year with a 
nail-biting 6-4, 5-7, 6-4 victory over Rolan- 
do Rucl in the finals of tbe Spex-Philta 
Open. In his travels to Europe, Пето spent 
а total of 10 weeks in Germany competing 
in non-ATP/IT Open tournaments that 
boosted his confidence. He took part in his 
first ATP/ITF event in the latter part of 2004 
during the $25,000 India Satellite Circuit 
where he played alongside ATP ranked 
players. 


ly forthe Novice category. 

‘Although open to hard-core and profes- 
sional adventure racers, the category is suited 
best for the weekend warriors, and students. 

‘More than P100,000 in cash prizes are up. 
for grabs along with San Mig Light premium. 
items and trophies at the end of the four-to- 
six hour quest. 

The Enduro SML Adventure Series, spon- 
sored by San Mig Light, has tested the en- 
durance, stamina and skills of participants. 
For inquiries, call (632) 414-1489 or log on 
to wwwsanmiglight.com.ph. 


2005 was a busy year for Tiero. Не 
practically lived in a suitcase, playing in 
various local tournaments and in several 
Asian counties such as Indonesia, India, 
‘Thailand and Japan as part of the county's 
preparation for the 23rd Southeast Asian 
Games. That paid off as Tierro, togetter 
with Johnny Arcilla and Fil-American ret- 
ters Cecil Mamiit and Eric Tino, won the 
SEA Games team gold medal. The team's 
strong showing revived interest in the sport. 
and boosted our chances as well of maling 
good in the coming Doha Asian Games. 

“Tm so thankful that T have the supjort 
of my parents (Bayani and Melba Tiero), 
coaches and sponsors, especially sir ban 
епп, in pursuing my career in tents,” 
"Tero said. 
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Adamson tossers eye solo lead vs SSC 


TOP MEETS BOTTOM TODAY AS 
Adamson guns for its third straight 
victory against winless San Sebastian 
even as Philippine Christian shoots for 
its second win in three starts against 
struggling University of the East in the 

‘V-League presented by Shakey's at the 

"Blue Eagle Gym. 

led by the talented Chemy Rose 

‘Macatangay, the Lady Falcons swept the La- 
dy Dolphins, 25-14, 25-20, 25-20, before 
struggling past the Lyceum Lady Pirates, 25- 
20, 26-24, 24-26, 25-15, to share the lead 
with La Salle 


The Lady Archers, seeking a third straight 
crown in this tournament organized by 
Sports Vision Management Group, Inc., 
steadier than rivals Ateneo Lady Ea- 
gles, 25-13, 25-22, 18-25, 21-25, 15-11, late 
Sunday for their second straight win. 

The Lady Faleons are expected to en- 
counter stiff resistance as the reigning 
NCAA champions are out to bounce back 
from successive setbacks to La Salle and 
PCU last week. 

‘Adamson and SSC tangle at 6 pm. while 
PCU and UE dash in the opener at 4 pm. 
АВС-5 will telecast the games beginning at 


GAMES TODAY (Blue Eagle Gym) 
4pm—PCUvs UE 
6 p.m.—Adamson vs San Sebastian 


4:30 pm. Admission is free. 

‘San Sebastian bowed to La Salle's power 
game, 21-25, 20-25, 19-25, then dropped a 
heartbreaking 23-25, 22-25, 25-14, 25-21, 
19-21 loss to the Lady Dolphins that sent 
them reeling at the bottom of the eight- 
team pack in this event backed by Mikasa, 
Accel and ABC-5. 

The Lady Stags vow to come out smarter 


against the San Marcelino-based spikers. 

“We just hope to leam from our loss to 
POU by playing harder in our next game,” 
said SSC coach Roger Gorayeb, who led the 
Mendiola-based spikers to 11 straight titles 
inone long NCAA stretch. 

Gorayeb is expected to rely anew on Thai 
guest player Bualee Jaroensri, who pumped 
in a season-best 35 points, including 31 оп 
attacks in her debut. 

Jaroensri, a 23-year-old power hitter, will 
be up against an equally formidable foe in 
Macatangay, the country’s top player today. 


опе that shouldn't be missed,” said Adam- 
son mentor Dulce Pante, who coached the 
San Marcelino-based school to a pair of run- 
ner-up finishes їп the UAAP and the Univer- 
sity Games last yea, in Filipino. 

‘Meanwhile, the Lady Dolphins hope to 
sustain the momentum of that big victory 
over the Lady Stags and improve their 1-1 
(win-loss) record. The Lady Warriors, on the 
other hand, are seeking to end a two-game 
skid. 

“We just want to keep on playing hard 
and win more games,” said PCU coach 
Butch Odron. 


Tan Ho, Murrell shine in Toby’s tennis 
Top 16-under seed Balce falls short; Barte pulls through 


IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
Academys Jasmine Tan Ho 
‘pulled off a 6-1, 6-4 win over top 
‘seed Shanine Olivarez yesterday 
to pocket the girls’ 12-under title 
jn the 2006 Tobys Age-Group 
(Tennis Championships at the 
"Metropolitan Tennis Club in 
Rockwell Center. 

It was the first-ever 12-under 
title for the 11-year-old Tan Ho 
after a runner-up finish in the 
‘ruflex National Age-Group re- 
‘cently. 

Та the boys division, unranked 
Jonathan Murrell stunned top 
seed Mark Balce, 7-5, 6-3, to cap- 


ture the 16-under title while top BARTE: Champ, as expected 


seed Ralph Kevin Barte out- 
classed Johnwill Baldonado, 6-1, 
6-2, to win the 18-under crown in 
the event supported by Prince, 
Aktivade, Equipe, Eastpak, Nas- 
sau and Powerbar. 

"Top seed Jose Lorenzo Ferrer 
breezed past No. 4 Kim Polero, 6- 
1, 6-1, to win his third straight 
boys’ 14-under title. The incom- 
ing grade 7 student at Xavier 
‘School won the Milo-Philam leg 
and Juntaphil Juniors in Baguio 
early this year. He also won the 
12-under and 14-under titles in 
the 2005 PCA Open Juniors. 

No. 1 Dheo Talatayod defeated 
second seed Calvin Canlas, 6-0, 


6-4, to clinch the boys’ 16-under 
title while unseeded Jurence 
Mendoza of Olongapo City 
bagged the unisex 10-under title 
over third seed Vince Salas, 6-1, 
63. 

In other girls finals results, top. 
seed Jessica Marie Agra won the 
18-under title over second pick 
‘Trudy Gine Amoranto, 5-4 (ret. 
Agra had earlier won the 16-un- 
der title after posting a 6-2, 6-7 
(4), 7-5 victory over Amoranto. 

Fifth seed Martina Guba of La 
Carlota, Negros Occidental won 
the 14-under championship over 
fourth seed Sarah Jane Lim, 7- 
61. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Joseph summer camp set 
'ACOMPLETE SUMMER LEARNING EXPERI- 
ence awaits participants in the she day Kids 
camp to be held at Camp Cali in Lake Caliraya in 
. Laguna this month. Open to kids 7 to 15 years 
Oid, the camp is a fun experience in the great 
"outdoors with participants spending their 
, mornings swimming, kayaking and saling. 
"Skills are developed thru trekking, island adven- 
dures, and orienting. while aftemoons are spent 
stimulating he kids’ minds through painting. 
‘beading, tie-dying, music appreciation and 
|^ cooking. For inquiries, call Mariel at 810-9606 
to 10. 


Personalized cage clinic 
KIDS AND YOUNG ADULTS ARE ASSURED OF 
rigid training and personalized instruction from 
some of the country's top mentors and players 
in the Coach E Basketball School which opens 
tomorrow at San Beda-Alabang. international 
Basketball Academy president Xavy Nunag yes- 
eróay thanked recor president Anscar J. 
 Chupungco, OSB, treasurer Benedict М. Fabia, 
‘OSB, and other San Beda officials for hosting 
the school founded by former PBA coach Eric 
Altamirano. Registration on site tomorrow 
‘starts at 9 a.m. Sessions will be held twice a 
week (Tuesdays and Fridays) for the whole 
‘month of May. For inquies, call 631-1195 or 
0921-7562639, or e-mail iha_phil@yahoo.com. 


67 tiffs in San Juan derby 
COCKFIGHT ENTHUSIASTS CONVERGE TO- 
day at the San Juan Coliseum for a special 5- 
coc derby which kicks off at 5 p.m. with 67 
matches lined up. Sponsor is Sagupaan Com- 
plexor 3000. Bacolod breeder Arnold Mendoza, 
the derby host, assembled a tough cast of раг- 
ticipants топ rivals National Cockers Associa- 
tion and the Gentlemen Cockers Association of 
the Philippines. Carrying the colors for NCA are 
‘congressmen Iggy Arroyo, Gerry “Boy” Espina 
and Butch Pichay, Rudy Albano, the Sundance 
group, Danny Valero, Gov. Ito Ynares, Boy Јао, 
Ruel аот and Elan Nagano. Patrick Antonio 
leads the powerhouse GCAP team that includes 
Tony Lasala, Rep. Jing Paras, Mayor Dennis 
It Pineda, Benjie Lim, Pol Estrellado, Boy Royo, 
‘Bong Villanueva, and boxing champ Manny 
‘Pacquiao, Eric dela Rosa and Jun Jingco. 


Makati 'Salpukan' all set 
THE "SUMMER SALPUKAN" 6-COCK DERBY, 

a seven-day cockfighting spectacle with P4.4 
million in prizes at stake, resumes on Tuesday at 
the Makati Coliseum. Participants vying in Tues- 
days 3-cock third round eliminations must sub- 
Tit entries today unt 9 p m. For inquiries, сай 
806-3545 or 895-6475. Backed up by B-Meg 
Derby Ace, the super derby has attracted more 
than 30D entries as of yesterday. Promoters Шо 
Orillaza, Rudy Salud and William Co said that no 
‘straight six cocks will be allowed in any day 
since participants must pass through the quati- 
fying rounds. Provincial cockers and walk-in 
participants may stil field an entry either on 
May 4 or 6, said Orilaza. 


= 
Republic of the Phiippines 


Department of Health. 
TONDO MEDICAL CENTER 
Вама, Tondo, Manila 


TMC-BIDS & AWARD COMMITTEE 
INVITATION FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Tondo Medical Center hereby invites sealed written bid for the procurement and delivery of 
Food Stuff, Medical and Various Equipment, Drugs & Medicines, Dental X-ray, Medical & Surgical 
Supplies, Laboratory reagents for 2nd semester Cy. 2006. 
Interested applicants must submit pre-quallicaions/supporting document, payment of non-refundable 
fee for Drugs & Medicine (1000) Denial, X-ray, Medical/Surgical, Laboratory Reagent (1,000) Food 
‘Stuff (800) Medical & Various Equipment (1.500) 
For complete ist please get a copy from the supply Office, Balut, Tondo, Manila. 
The Schedule of Bidding Activites are as follows: 
issuance | _Pre-Bid Submission 
ot bids | Conference ‘of Bids 
"Apri 24, 2008 | May 15. 2006 | June 13, 2008 
o 1000 AM воо AM. 
10:00 AM 

June 14, 2008 
5:00 AM. 
10:00 AM 


Opening 
of Bids. 
dune 13, 2008 
10.30 AM 


Drugs and 
Medicine. 

May 12, 2006 
Apri 24. 2006 


WedicalSurgical 
‘Supplies. X-ray. 
Dental Supplies & 
Laboratory reagents 
Food Stuff 


May 16, 2006 
1000 AM 


dune 14, 2008 
710.30 AM 


May 17, 2006 
10:00 AM 


dune 15, 2006 | June 15.2008 
00 AM. 0:30 AM 
1000 AM 

June 16, 2008 

tS 5:00 АМ 

May 12, 2006 1000АМ | 

"i pariculars relative to the eligbilly process, bid bond, performance bond, pre-bi conference, 

аа cvataton an award of contract shal be governed by the implementing Rules and Regulaton (АЯ: 

AY of Republic Act No. S184, otnenwse know as te Government Procurement Reforms Act 

‘All activities shall be held at Tondo Medical Center. Conference Room, Balut, Tondo, Manila 
unless announced olnerwise. 

For further detais please contact Secretariat Tondo Medica! Center at Tel No. 251-8421 to 23 loc. 207. 

TONDO MEDICAL CENTER BAC. RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT OR REJECT ANY BID, TO 

ANNUL THE BIDDING PROCESS, REJECT ALL BIDS AT ANYTIME PRIOR TO THE AWARD OF THE 

CONTRACT WITHOUT THEREBY INCURRING ANY LIABILITY TO THE AFFECTED BIDDERS OR ANY 

CRLIGATION TO INFORM THE AFFECTED BIDDERIBIDOERS ON THE REASON FOR DOING SO. TMC- 

BAC ASSUMES NO OBLIGATION TO COMPENSATE OR INDEMNIFY BIDS NOR DEEM IT GUARANTEED 

THAT AN AWARD WILL BE MADE. 


m 
'euoou| "und бшдоләм 


Medical & Various 


Apri 26, 2006 
Equipment 


May 18. 2006 
10:00 AM 


June 16. 2006 
10:30 AM 


(54) VICTOR J. DELA CRUZ, M.D., CESO IV 
Medical Center Chief Il 


"That would be an interesting match-up, 


Republic of the Phippines. 
COMMISSION ON AUDIT 
Regional Office No. X 
Carmen, Cagayan de Oro Cly 9000 
R (086) 858-142, (088) 856-1498 
7 ^ comdQwetsprine: net 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Procurement of IT Equipments and other PPE items 

1 The Commission onust Regen X endo ape sumotFour Milion Si Hundred Seventy- 
Seven Thousand Pesos (PRPA ETT 000.00) boxen down as lows: 
BREF DESCRIPTION 
ET unts COMPUTERS Branded 
Саратове wm 24 Get smutnou. 1.8 GHE 
Capos to nunon тийре OS poma (Aldons: Lux c 1MB cache levei 2 
‘Gros graphics conve’ card 8 OMB orhigher (Vileo not share on RAM) 
Sizu tenor. dus memory corral 1 nypeuansport vk (tps) 
‘Waban? генге pots EEE 304 Wah but n6USB2 Ороз 
T PCensrese 18 set eseve for graphs scs 2PC-ergresxtalot 
1 Convertors! PCI sis 32 33 ne) 40W pomer supay: AVR SOOW 
ба Sonal ATA 7200rpm DVD ROM opts anve. 15 color montor 
Коон & mouse wh gad. 3yrs waranty 
1 UM COMPUTER Branded wth tho same specications above except 
forRAM-1 GB Memory) 
SO untsUNNTERRUPTED POWER SUPPLY. 400W poweroutpuiortigher 
20 umts COMPUTER TABLE. Siasi Fame. SIGMA 
vis PRINTERS HpLaser Jet upio gem. 
resshton upio 1200x 20090. Mamoy BMS 
залез LAPTOP COMPUTERS Branded 17 GHZSSINHZFSB 
S12 MB PC2.4200 DDR2 RAM 2MB L2 cache 60GB S00 HOD 
is 845 GM Chose: CO-ROVD-ROM Coro Оте. 1 44 MB FD 
толом» NIG, aet 802 11 big wees (PCD. 2 USB, 1 parate! 
эштә assay RS aber) and f (rode) pons 
epost ane Mouse. OEM WindowsXP Реза 


ub ABC 


Php s8t900000 


d 
€ 
p 


opo 


__ 0000 
~Phpasr UU 
tng the Approved боео е Carat (ABC jo payments under the contract e Procurement 
it Squprrnts and cher PPE бел i recomed m cess cl e ABC shal bo automaticaly 
peda Ba Openg 
terested dern obtain acomglete set of Boo Documents siting Apri 27 io May 52008 
onpaper oia ror otrdacieamcerto Fie Hired Pesos (PSU tom e BAC беле ала 
ORED esee чакгоа. р пеай5а. 2422 COA Regana! Otice No X CapayandeOroCty 
The Commissonorhustwiteléa Pre Bd Conference opentoatiruerestad partes onMay 10,2008 
“2@рт СОА Conlerene Room COARegenl Otice No X Cagayan da Oro Cy, 
DeaginetorsutmrissionofBide shatbeonitay 2, 2008 2 20pm s COA Regensi Olca no X, 
Соке Oro Ciy inmedatlstrPadesdes óswibeopenedniwprsercecl ine Bader 
терелшн ute esa оаа s та sor acess 
“The Commissonon Aud reserves e ngt o accept or reject any Bid oam he ing process, 
аала os tony ne prior to contract award. wih ereb cain алу tbl the 
teca Boder or Badea 
(S94) FELIKP.ALBINOA 

Charnan Buas ana Anares Commie 

"20008582084 
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Reguli of the Philippines 
PHILIPPINE POSTAL CORPORATION 
Liwasang Bonifacio, 1000 Mansia 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Philippine Postal Corporation, through ts Special Bids and Awards Commitee for MPO-IPS Project nvies. 
Tiouemese Solebon pronders, specticaly Mose involve n the supply of computer hardware and software 
еа of the nematonal Postal System (IPS). то apply for elgibity and to bx forthe dierent category of 
the hereunder project 


Project Name Modernization of the Processing at the Май Processing Office, CMEC. PPC 
(MPOAPS Instateton Project) 

QsrPHussostTiot 

Procurement of computer hardware and software infrastructure of the nfi Postal 
System (P5) 


CATEGORY 


Identification index No. 
Procuramont Description 


APPROVED 
"BUDGET 
tn US Dollar) 

5050337 


CONTRACT 
PERIOD 


Comper HW ana SU Tee 


[o 


{ser scanner pier and 
penny 


Тола weighing sale 10 
Бледа compar 


3 Computer tables and AC. 


1544828 


эжоо 


BLEI 
Erg 


Republic of the Philippines. 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION & COMMUNICATIONS 
LAND TRANSPORTATION OFFICE 
East Avenue, Quezon City 
E-mail Address: Itombox6lto.gov.ph » Website: www.Ito.gov.ph 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


106 units Patrol Motor Cycles for the use of LTO Sectoral Head Office, 
Regional Offices, CAR & CARAGA 
The Land Transportation Offic, tough Fund 151 (MVUC) ends o apply Же sum of 
Fourteen Mikon Five Hundred Sisty Thousand Pesos (P14, 560,000.00) being the 
Аеро Budget for the Contact АВС) ol payment lor the 106 umas Pavol Motor Cycles 
for theuseof LTO Sectoral Head Olio. Regional Olices, САР & САНАСА. Bids received 
În excess ol te ABC shal be automancaby rected at Ви opening 
The Land Transportation Oice now ies Вв tom eg Bidders or the ems, The 
[ured debvery schede wil be indicated in the approved Contact. The description of 
an eigde Bidder в contained in Secton Ko he Bidding Documents, TB. 
Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive ting procedures using non: 
Gecretary passa tera as зресйеа in the Implementing Rules and Regulations Pat 
A RR-A) ol Republi Act 9184, othoraise known asthe "Government Procurement 
Relom Act” and 'resrcid i Ира сйшопузо propetrshps,oganzatons wih. 
Желе Shy percent (60%) resi or outstanding capa sock belonging to zen of 
ihe Pippi and io ctizens or organizavons ol a cout he laws or reglas hen 
(gant sar пуз or privieges ю Рарео clizens, pursuant to Republ Ас 5183 (RA. 
Shas and ура го Commonneath Act 138(C-A-138).Ony bids om Bidders who pass 
the ориу check ий be opened. The process for Пе liba checks desorbed in 
Secon licite Bing Documents, В. Fhe bidder wih be Lowest Calculated i (LCB) 
Slatogronceto тте post quaticatonsge in order o finaly determine responsiveness 
е beto technical end hancaequremens of the project The contac shal then be 
wared о ie ones Calculated апа Responsive ier (LCRB) who was determined 
аз such Gring the post quaicaion procedure. 
interested Bidders may obtain further information kom the BAC Sub Committee and 
inspect ihe Bóng Documents lhe address en below iom 89 AM to 5:00 PM. 
A complete sot of Bidding Documents may be purchased by ierested Bidders tom the 
Arese beio and upon payment ola non enia le inthe amount of Pnp 10,000 00. 
inte fom ol cash The Bing Documents shal be recewed personally by the prospective 
Bero his authored representative 
Tne Land Tansporaton fe wil hokt a rei Conleronce open to alinterestod paries 
‘On Apel 21, 2006 at 200 P.M. at te LTO-Lbrary East Avenue, Quezon Ciy. 
Без and еко requirements must bedellere othe address below on or balore 
Hay 3. 2006 at 200 PM. Al is must be accompanied by a Bid sect in any of the 
fotawing torm 


ACTES 


— 


Minimum Amount їп % of 
Approved Budget for the 
(Contract to be Bid 
Tno percent (1%) 


Form of Security 


1. Cash, сепйей check cashier's 
chock, manager's check, bank 
tall or revocable eter of cre 


2. Bark guarantee 


One and a hall Percent (1) 


7 suenos of Eig agureen & Bid Documents Apm 28,2005. 


3. Suroy bond Two and а hal Perom (21%) 


2 Descine of Submission of Appicaton fx Ероту ando Bi May 18-2008 


Mag 23,2008 


BYTOP CHOICE 
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gn 


бете. "d 
бешт) 
пи, eft оми 


жт. 2008 
June 07.2008 77 
Yin 7 days aher opening of bs 
Vene 14 days ater post quada 
‘Accreditation Fes s P409 00. ЕЦБ Foo is P900 00, Bid Document Feos are.) P4 000 00 for computer HW A SW- 
КОРТЫ scanner pnt c] PD 00 tor рїш кодер эсле d ) P200 00 К fmdreriturerespacirely 


The Рмрон reserves те ight or reject any Bid o annui te bidding process, and о reject ali Dis at anytime pio 1o 
лга onard. winou cung any tasty rom the aliced де) 


Sat 
Tel ho (032) 527-3824 (832) 527-0140 


0 Apt 248 May 208) 


4. Foreign government guarantee. 


Late Bids shal not be accepi. 

Bis opening hat be on May 3, 2006 at 200 PM. at LTO-Lbary East Avenue, Quezon 
Сау Bes vi be opened in e presence of the Вибо eposetatwes who choose o 
aténd ath adress bokw 

The Land Transportation Ofico reserves the right o accept or eect any Bk to anulo. 
ing process ado react al В а! агу пе prior o contac award nou theroby 
сити) any ayo the айестей Bidder о Bers. 

Land Transportation Осе 

Му. Jimmy б. Pesgan ~ Chairman, BAC 

East Avenue, Quezon Сту 

(02)921-9077-teelax 

Eng Roberto S. Se, Chairman, BAC Sub-Commatee 

Property Secon, LTO, Eas Avenue, Quozon Cy 

(0219202015 - tel 


One hundred percent (100%) 


(Sgd) ATTY, JIMMY б. PESIGAN 
BAC-Chorman. 
POI May 1, 2008 
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SUERTRES 
163 192 18; 


EZ2 ‘4; 23) 


(Allin exact order) 


8 SUPERLOTTO 6/49 
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39 28 42 


P28, 177,063.20 


Bucks slow Pistons; 
NJ Nets charge back 


MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN— 
Michael Redd and the Mil- 
waukee Bucks showed the 
Detroit Pistons they don’t 
plan to go down without a 
fight in the National Basket- 
ball Association playoffs. 

Redd scored 15 of his playoff career-high 40 
points in the third quarter and Mo Williams 
added 20 off the bench on Saturday as the Bucks 
eat the Pistons 124-104, claiming their first win 
in three games of the best-of seven Eastern Con- 
ference first-round series. 

Reserve Joe Smith scored 13 points and TJ 
Ford handed out 15 assists for the Bucks, who 
shot 60 percent and made 11-017 from the are. 

‘After suffering back-to-back double-figure 
losses at Detroit in the first two games of the se- 
ries, Milwaukee put together an early lead and 
never looked back. 

Ford admitted that the prospect of a possible 


Mavs, Clippers move closer to next roun 


MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE—THE DALLAS 
Mavericks rallied for an overtime victory 
here Saturday to move within one game 
ofa first-round sweep of Memphis in ће 
National Basketball Association playoffs. 

Dirk Nowitzki sank a game-tying 
pointer with 15 seconds left in regulation 
and scored 24 of his 36 points after half- 
time as the Mavericks rallied for a 9489 
overtime triumph over the Grizzlies and a 
commanding 3-0 lead in their best-of-sev- 
en Western Conference series. 

“They basically had the game won,” said 
Nowitzki. "Obviously it’s а big win for us. IF 
they make it 2-1, they'd be even more fired 
up the next game. So this is great.” 

‘The Los Angeles Clippers also moved 
within one game of advancing with a 100- 
86 victory in Denver that gave them a 3-1 
lead over the Nuggets. 

‘Memphis, which entered with an 0-10 
all-time postseason record, led 76-72 with 
just 28 seconds left, 

Dallas’ Jason Terry split a pair of free 
throws, but the Mavericks corralled the re- 
bound and called a timeout. 

Terry missed a short runner on the ensu- 
ing play, but Brick Dampier deflected the 


Hot Nadal molds more clay success 


BARCELONA, SPAIN—DEFENDING CHAMPION 
Rafael Nadal won his 46th straight match on day 
when he defeated fellow Spaniard Nicolas Alma- 
gro, 7-6 (2), 63, Saturday to claim his place in the 
final at the Open Seat бойо. 

Tommy Robredo, champion in 2004, beat un- 
seeded Stanislas Wawrinka of Switzerland, 6-4, 
6-4, to set up an all-Spanish final. 

Nadal and Robredo have met twice before, in 
the third round in Madrid and the semifinals in 
Вазай in 2005. Nadal won both in straight sets. 


sweep by the powerful Pistons was a strong mo- 
tivator for Milwaukee. 
"Nobody wants to be swept,” Ford said. “No- 


Redd frustrated Detroit's defense throughout. 
He shot 14-o£21 from the floor, including 4-оЁ5 
3-pointers, and also grabbed five rebounds. 

"The Bucks held а seven-point edge at inter- 
mission before pulling away for good as Redd hit 
two 3-pointers during a commanding 23-6 burst 
through the first eight minutes of the period, 
helping build an 84-60 advantage. 

The Pistons allowed the most points since giv- 
ing up 120 to Washington on Nov. 25. 

‘Chauncey Billups, who scored 26 points, 
made two free throws to cut the deficit to 94-79 
with 10 1/2 minutes remaining in the game. 
However, Redd responded by scoring Milwau- 
kee's next three baskets, keeping the Pistons at 
bay The Bucks will ry to even the series їп Mil- 
waukee on Monday. 

In Indianapolis, the New Jersey Nets knotted 
their series with the Pacers at two games apiece 
with a 97-88 victory. 


Vince Carter scored eight of his 28 
points in the final four minutes and added 
seven assists, six rebounds and six steals 
for the Nets, who host game five on Tues- 
day 

"qt came down to execution and fo- 
us," Carter said. "They jumped on us 
‘quick the other night and our shooting 
went south. 

“Tonight, we weath- 
ered the storm and 
stayed focused. This 
was a big win for us and 
now, if we want to be known 
asa good playoff team, we have to 
protect our home court.” 

"Vince did a phenomenal job tonight," Nets 
coach Lawrence Frank said 

"Not only was he a scorer, but he was a great 
playmaker, too. He stepped up big and thats 
what great players do." 

Richard Jefferson scored 22 points and Nenad 
Krstic 21 for New Jersey, which jumped out to a 
22-8 advantage and led thereafter АЕР 


e. 
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DIRK Nowitzki and the Dallas Mavericks go 3-0 up against the Memphis Grizzlies. a 


offensive rebound out to Nowitzki, who 
took one dribble to his left before knocking 
down a heavily contested 3-pointer from. 
the top of the arc to forge a 76-76 tie. 

Memphis missed a chance to win in reg- 
ulation when Chucky Atkins came up short 
оп a driving layup from the right wing at 
the buzzer 

‘The score was tied again, 79-79, with 


3:48 remaining in the extra session when 
Nowitzki converted a short fallaway 
jumper from the left elbow to give Dallas 
the lead for good. 

The Mavericks can complete a four- 
game sweep with a win on Monday. 

In Denver, Corey Maggette scored 19 
points and Shaun Livingston contributed 
16 and six assists off the bench for the Clip- 


pers, who will have a chance to wrap up 
the series in five games at home on Mon- 
day. 

‘AllStar Elton Brand, Sam Cassell and 
Cuttino Mobley each scored 11 points for 
the Clippers, who moved within one win of 
their first playoff series triumph since 
1976, when the franchise was known as 
the Buffalo Braves. 

The Clippers built 52-40 edge when 
Maggette and Livingston drained consecu- 
tive jumpers 3 1/2 minutes before half- 
time. 

Denver's Carmelo Anthony, who scored 
17 points, made 1-of 2 free throws eight 
minutes into the second half to cut the 
deficit to 67-58. But the Nuggets got no 
doser as Los Angeles bridged the quarters 
with an 18-7 surge. 

Marcus Camby and Andre Miller scored 
14 points apiece and Earl Boykins added 
11 for Denver, which shot 41 percent over- 
all but once again struggled from 3-point 
range. AFP 


NBA on TV: 
Solar Sports —Cieveland vs Washington (7:30 p.m) 
RPN 9—San Antonio vs Sacramento (7-30 p.m.) 


— 


NEW JERSEY Nets superstar Vince 
Carter (left) soars past Indiana's 
Stephen Jackson foralayup. sar 


Shaq fined $25,000 

NEW YORK—Shaquille O'Neal was fined 
$25,000 by the NBA on Saturday for pub- 
cy orticizing officials after Game 3 of the 
Miami Heat's playoff series against the 
Chicago Bulls. O'Neal had only eight points, 
Tour rebounds and five fouls in Miamis 
109-90 loss to the Bulis on Thursday at the 
United Center. The Bulls cut the Heat's lead 
02-1 inthis first-round series, and have a 
chance to tie it Sunday afternoon. After get- 
ting into eariy foul trouble, O'Neal spent 
most ofthe second quarter on the bench. 
The Heat center had only one basket in the 
first three quarters, and said after the game 
he was "humiliated." O'Neal said referees 
target him and he knew he was in trouble 
when he saw Bob Delaney was working the 
game, AP 


\ Champions 


Nadal said: "It's going to be a difficult match, 
itll be tough physically” 

Guillermo Villas holds the Open era record оп 
clay with 53 consecutive wins, while 11-ime 
Grand Slam champion Bjorn Borg also has 46 
straight victories. 

“You can't compare me to Borg, he was the 
greatest tennis player of alltime,” Nadal said. "T 
can't see myself winning five Wimbledons.” 

‘But Almagro could not see an end to Nadal's 

streak. 


earned great merit,” Almagro said. 

Robredo, who reached the semifinals at the 
Monte Carlo Masters last week, said he had re- 
covered from an abdominal injury. 

“їп Monte Carlo, I noticed a strain in the ab- 
dominal region. 1 began playing doubles here in 
Barcelona but had to give up because I couldn't 
serve without pain, but the rest helped to clear it 
up," the 23-year-old Robredo said. 

‘Almagro had won nine straight matches, in- 
cluding his first title in Valencia two weeks ago. 


“It could bea long match as he runsa lot,” said 
Robredo of his final against top-seeded Nadal. 


p 
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AIMIYAZATO (standing) falls three 


strokes behind Kim MI-hyun. 


REUNION, FLORIDA—SOUTH KOREAS 
Kim Mi-hyun shot a 3-under-par 69 Sat- 
urday and took a three-shot lead over 
Japan's Ai Miyazato after three rounds of 
the Ginn Clubs & Resorts Open. 

Kim pulled away on the final hole, 
birdieing the par4 18th while Miyazato 
double bogeyed. 

Christina Kim was alone in third place, 
five shots off the lead after three straight 
birdies closed her 69 on a windy day that 
made already slick greens even more daunt- 

—ing;4dding to the challenge of a long course 


winning 
“I think Rafa will make his own mark on the 
game. Whoever beats him on clay will have 


that most tour players hadn't seen before 
this week and still haven't quite figured out. 

“e's gota lot of strange lide nuances that 
no one really knows because not a lot of 
people have played here a lot,” Christina 
Kim said. "The greens are what really kills 
us, 1з one of the longest courses we get all 
year, just over 6,500 yards long. And then 
you've got the wind. This course, it сап be a 
monster” 

Maybe so, but Kim Mi-hyun—who last 
won on the US LPGA tour in 2002—dearly 
enjoys the layout. The former American LP- 


He had beaten three seeded players in Barcelona 
and hadn't dropped a set until this loss. 


Kim pulls away from Miyazato on 18th 


AP NADAL 


GA rookie of the year made only one bogey 
Saturday and four birdies. 

“Tm nervous every day, every day before 
when] tee off” Kim said. “But after tee off, 
forget about that.” 

‘She made a birdie on No. 18 while Miyaza- 
to, one of her playing parmers, four-putted. 

^1 have to forget. Tomorrow is another 
day" Miyazato said. “I don't feel like this was 
the end of the world, 1 still have a lot of 
chances left.” 

‘With one round left, only nine women are 
within nine shots of the lead. AP 


Unheralded Couch goes worst-to-first 


NEW ORLEANS—CHRIS COUCH WENT 
from worst to first Saturday, shooting an 
S-under-par a day after just making the 
cut to take the lead after three rounds of 
the Zurich Classic. 

One day after closing with two tough 
pars to make the cut on the number, Couch 
climbed the leaderboard and signed his 
card 30 minutes before 36-hole leader Joe 
Durant teed off. 

‘The wind increased in strength, birdies 
became harder to find, and the day ended 
with Couch in the lead by himself. 
wm — "Tm not sure I would have believed it,” 


Couch said. He was at 12-under 204 and 
had a one-shot lead over Durant (73) and 
Charles Howell Ш, who also played early 
and shot 66. 

Durant made only five pars. He fell four 
shots behind and into the middle of the 
pack, picked himself up with three straight 
birdies, had a gust knock his wedge into the 
water for bogey, and he finished with a 25- 
foot birdie that left him a good chance to 
win for the first time in five years. 

Dean Wilson (66) and Cameron Beck- 
man (67), both early starters, were at 10- 
under 206. 


Masters champion Phil Mickelson shot 
68, marred only by a bogey from the 
bunker on the 17th, and was three shots 
behind along with six others. 

‘The PGA Tour did not have records of 
anyone who went from the cutline to the 
54-hole lead. 

“The rally for Couch continued his un- 
usual week, which included getting lost 
‘Sunday night trying to find his car, accept- 
ing a ride from strangers, getting dropped 
off in a rough part of town, and running to 
find police. Then there were stories that he 
was robbed and kidnapped. AP 


score new 
badminton 
point system 


SENDAI, JAPAN—OLYMPIC AND WORLD 
badminton champion Taufik Hidayat of Int 
donesia has joined Chinese stars here to op- 
pose the new scoring system being tested at 
the Thomas and Uber Cup in Japan. 

"1 dont like it. don't understand why the IBF 
Qntemational Badminton Federation) always 
tries to change the rules," said the 25-year-old 
Indonesian after playing his fist match in six 
weeks Saturday following an injury layoff. 

"Under the new format, there's not an exciting 
situation and spectators also do not like it. The 
game has become monotonous. 

“Previously they tried to introduce a seven- 
point system, Why can't they stick to the same 
rules like tennis? Of course, sponsors and televi- 
sion are important, but they should also think 
about players,” added Hidayat. 

The IBF has been testing a new scoring sys- 
tem, using а 21-point rally scoring format to 
make the game shorter and more exciting. 

IBF deputy president Punch Gunalan has said: 
“Change is necessary. We want to make ita sport 
that is orientated towards family entertainment 
and is media- and player-friendly" 

“At present, under the 15-point system, no one. 
knows how long it will take the game to finish. If 
itis agreed, it will become a permanent feature." 

Under the new format, a point is awarded for 
a rally won and whoever scores the point holds 
service. For the doubles, the winner of a rally 
holds service but there will be no second server, 

If the IBF approves the format in May in 
“Tokyo, it should be adopted for all tournaments 
including the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing. 

Chinas Zhang Ning and Xie Xingfang, the (op. 
two female singles players in the world, have al- 
so criticized the new scoring system during their 
defense of the Uber Cup. AFP 
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Best Acto 


By Bayani San Diego Jr 


Ak EN-YEAR-OLD 


Elijah Castillo, an 

incoming fifth 
grader at the Espiritu 
Santo Parochial School in 
Tayuman, won Best Actor 
at the 19th Singapore In- 
ternational Film Festival 
(SIFF) which concluded 
April 29. 
. Castillo won for his work as а 
Starstruck kid in “Pepot Artista," 
written and directed by Clodualdo 
del Mundo Jr. and winner of Best 
Film in last years Cinemalaya In- 
dependent Film Festival. 

Castillo, who was in Manila at 
the time of his unexpected victory, 
told Ingumer Entertainment in а 
phone interview that not all of his 
classmates are aware that he's an 
actor. 

“Only a few know about Pepot.” 
In fact, they don't believe me when 
1 tell them I'm an actor,” he said. 
“Maybe now they will.” 

Castillo was led to acting by his 
grandmother Mila Estadilla, who 
has been the wardrobe custodian 
Gf Tanghalang Pilipino, resident 
theater company of the Cultural 
Genter of the Philippines, for the 
past 16 years. Mary Grace, Estadil- 
Таз daughter and Castillos mother, 
also works as a costume mistress 
and has likewise acted onstage and 
onscreen. She had a cameo role 
and shared a scene with her son in 
“Pepot.” 

“My grandmom asked if I want- 
ed to act and I told her that Га 
think about it,” Castillo recalled. 

He made his debut at age five as 
Crispin in Bulwagang Gantim- 
palas “Kanser” This led to five 
more plays— “Himala the Musi- 
cal" “Mapaghimalang Birhen ng 
Caysasay” “Pag-Ibig sa Bayan,” 
“Huling Balasing” and "Macbeth." 
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ELIJAH Castillo at the festival 
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RP wins 2 top awards 
in Singapore film fest 
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WITH Del Mundo during the open forum 
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Apart from “Pepot,” he also 
starred in a short film, "Kahon," 
made by students from the Univer- 
sity of the Philippines. 


A ‘natural’ 

His father, Robert, was proud of 
the boy's achievement. “We prayed 
hard for the film. We're very happy 
that his talent was recognized. Its 
his first acting award." 

According to director Del Mun- 
do, Castillo, who was only nine 
years old when “Pepot” began 
shooting, is “а natural." 

Castillo recounted that Del 
‘Mundo had advised him to be “al- 
ways alert and behaved on the 
set.” 

"The two, plus five other “Pepot” 
crew members, were in Singapore 
from April 25 to 27, for the film's 
screening, which was followed by 
an open forum, at the Alliance 
Francaise. 

"Christine Dayrit (Cinema Eval- 
uation Board) helped us find spon- 
sors for the Singapore trip,” Del 
Mundo relayed. "The 200-seater 
venue was full and the audience 
was genuinely interested and 
asked questions during the fo- 

"PEPOTI AA 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


RON HOWARD'S "THE DA VINCI 
Code" will not be given special 
treatment by the Movie and Televi- 
sion Review and Classification 
Board. 

Marissa Laguardia, censors 
chief, said the movie will be rated 
by the board this week, as itis set 
for worldwide release on May 19. 
Columbia Pictures is the local dis 
tributor. 

“We will treat it like any other 
movie,” Laguardia told INQUIRER 
Entertainment in a phone inter- 
view. "We don't see any need to 
create a special review commit- 
tee. Board members assigned as 
reviewers on the day of its rating 
will handle it." 


But she would attend the 


' No special treatment for ‘Da Vinci’ 


screening, Laguardia said, "even 
though I'm not a member of the 
review committee.” 

‘According to the Board's imple- 
menting rules and regulations, 
the committee is composed of at 
least three board members, one of 
whom is designated as chair, 

The review committee's deci- 
sion is rendered by a majority 
vote on the same day that the ma- 
terial is reviewed. The producer 
or distributor or a representative 
will be allowed to sit in the 
screening, and then given a 
chance to defend the material, if 
necessary. 

Laguardia added, addressing 
groups seeking an "X" rating for 
the controversial movie, "We can- 
not just ban it. It will get an ' if 
all the factors that require such a 


rating are present." 

For the movie to be stamped 
“x” (not fit for public exhibition), 
according to the board's rules and 
regulations, it should fail on eight 
(and all eight) counts: 1) If it "ap- 
peals to prurient interest and sat- 
isfies only the craving for gratu- 
itous sex or violence”; 2) “depicts 
in a patently lewd, offensive or 
demeaning manner sexual inter- 
course, masturbation and exhibi- 
tion of genitals”; 3) “clearly con- 
stitutes an attack against any 
race, creed or religion”; 4) “con- 
dones or encourages the use of il- 
legal drugs"; 5) "undermines the. 
faith and confidence of people in 
government"; 6) “glorifies crimi- 
nals or condones crimes"; 7) if it 
is "libelous or defamatory to the 
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ENTERTAINMENT... 


I remember Chat's triump 


as though it were my own, as a Filipino. She had glided through the competition 
"with such supreme confidence and charm, that the whole world cheered 


1Ву Jose Wendell P. Capili 

t Contributor 

$ HAT SILAYAN CAUGHT MY ATTENTION 

2 тел she became third runner-up in the 
1980 Miss Universe. 

Some years later, I met her briefly when 1 
was a pre-med student and she had been in- 
{ited to judge a school-based pageant. 1 was 
‘*hs usher during that grand event, tasked to 
‘ead the judges—including Chat, Dumaguete- 
“bred model Matea Leah Tagle and designer 
Renee Salud—to their appointed seats. Chat 
‘had smiled as she said thanks. She was truly 
‘charming, she was vivacious. I was delirious. 
ЗЕ The 1980 Miss U pageant, which was held 
tht the Sejong Cultural Center in Seoul, Korea 
‘lvasn’t shown live on Philippine television. 
‘Dur Bb. Pilipinas candidates in major 
Zpageants abroad had not been doing well but 
ог Melanie Marquez's victory as Miss Inter- 

hational in Tokyo the year before. There was 
political and social unrest in the Philippine 
Countryside. Filipino women were beginning 
to see empowerment beyond domestic 
chores—and beauty contests. 

, Still, Chat's 3rd runner-up finish made it to 
the headlines of The Daily Express, The Times 
Journal, Bulletin Today, Metro Manila Times 
and The Evening Post. She subsequently land- 
ed on the cover of Sunday supplements and 
women's magazines. When Chat flew back to 
Manila days later, GMA Channel 7 finally 
aired the competition program. 

Many Filipinos certainly remember how 
“Chat glided through the proceedings. During 

the swimsuit competition, she conquered Se- 
zjong just standing there, hands on her waist. 
‘The audience scream "Happy Birthday, 
tosario!" after her semi-final interview with 
jost Bob Barker ("The Price is Right"). 
Then Chat uttered, "Kamsahamnida 


(Thank you very much)!" for which she was 
wildly cheered. And with Renee Salud's 
skillfully crafted light blue serpentina (a 
tight-fitting terno that flares dramatically 
from the knees), Chat made her biggest 
splash in pageant history, scoring heavily in 
this part of the competition. Descending Se- 
jong's rather steep staircase while being ser- 


“THE MISSION BEGINS 
MAY 3 
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ata: Robinsons Movieworld Cin 
MTRCB Rating: PG-13 


CINEMA ACCESS: 035-5865 
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ozing with Terror. 
Crawling with Fear 
eeping with Horror. 


MISS PHILIPPINES, 
third from left, in her 
famous “serpentina” 
on the night of her 
biggest triumph. 
Chat, very likely 
without knowingit, 
‘taught many 
compatriots how to 
stand 
proud—anywhere. 
The winner that year 
was Miss USA, 
Shawn Nichols 
Weatherly, third 
from right. 


enaded by Korea's Little Angels to the tune 
of "When You Wish Upon a Star" Chat 
turned even more heads. So impressed were 
the judges, that Chat's scores climbed even 
higher. She was just one notch behind even- 
tual winner Shawn Nichols Weatherly of the. 
United States. 

Weatherly has been confined to oblivion af- 
ter the first season of David Hasselhoff's “Bay- 
watch" where she took on a role. But Chat 
Silayan’s spectacular performance at that 
pageant remains a part of Philippine pop cul- 
ture history. Today, pageant hopefuls, debu- 
tantes, actresses, socialites and other celebri- 
ties continue to wear the serpentina to red car- 
pet events. Chat and Renee Salud had truly 
revived it 

Between my studies at Tokyo and Cam- 
bridge in the mid 1990s, I received a research 
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fellowship from the Korean government. Im- 
mediately upon arrival at Kimpo Airport, 1 
rushed to Sejong Cultural Center to relive 
Chat's glorious triumph. I felt pure exhilara- 
tion as I kissed the steps. Before after Chat, 
many Filipino musical artists had performed, 
and ruled, on this stage—Hajji Alejandro, 
Ryan Cayabyab, Freddie Aguilar, Snafu, Rig- 
or, Leah Navarro, Nonong Pedero, Sometfiirig. 
Special, Aniano Montano, Eugene Villaraz, 
Louie Reyes, Tillie Moreno, Jun Latonio, Ce- 
leste Legaspi and Willy Cruz—via the now- 
defunct World Popular Song Festival. It felt so 
rightful to pay homage to those Philippine 
victories. 

Tnever got to see Chat again after that brief 
encounter in college. But some of her friends 
became my friends, too. In fact, it was Chats 
Bb. Pilipinas contemporary, Lampel Luis-Po- 
tenciano (Miss Young International 1980 run- 
ner-up, now entrepreneur and gifted writer), 
‘who relayed to me the sad news of Chats 
passing. 

Suddenly, I remembered Chat's impressive 
debut opposite Fernando Poe Jr. in "Ang Mae- 
stro." Soon after making that film, Chat be- 
came a co-emcee on "Student Canteen," with 
Eddie Пагде and Bobby Ledesma. For a spell, 
she even got to host her own drama antholo- 
gy Then marriage beckoned. God and family 
became her top priorities. and so she chose to 
live peacefully away from the ieg lights. 

Without her knowing it, Chat has taught 
me one valuable lesson: That with hard work 
and determination, Filipinos can be on equal 
footing with the world's very best in every 
imaginable stage or arena. I may never be- 
соте as popular as Chat Silayan. But | know 
that, like her, I can be an instrument to do God 
and my country proud. 


(The author is an associate professor at the 
UP College of Arts and Letters and an author. 
with three books and numerous published ar- 
ticles in Europe, East/Southeast Asia, North 
America and Australia. He graduated from. 
the University of Santo Tomas, University of 
the Philippines, the University of Tokyo and 
the University of Cambridge. He has received 
Palanca, Cultural Center of the Philippines, 
UST and UP awards; as well as scholarships 
and fellowships from the British, Japanese, 
Korean, Malaysian, Hong Kong, Philippine 
and Australian governments for creative 
writing and research. He is currently a PhD 
Candidate at the Research School of Pacific 
and Asian Studies, Australian National Uni- 
versity.) 
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It was Castillo’ first time to travel abroad, in 
fact his first time to ride an airplane. у 

“| was nervous at first,” he recalled, “because 
Thad seen many disaster movies!" 

He managed to enjoy the rest of the trip, 
however. "We went on the Night Safari, where 
we saw wild animals like hyenas, lions and 
tigers up close. We also visited Sentosa Island 
and the Dolphin Lagoon." ё 

The group also һай а blast shopping. 
bought new shoes,” Castillo sad. 

But if you ask him, the sweetest mementò 
from Singapore is his Best Actor prize. т 

“TIL put the trophy in my room, so that I сай 
wake up to it every day" he quipped. Its a nifty 
birthday gift, too, as he turns 11 next month, 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 


NOW SHOWING 
at Robinsons Movieworld | 


MTRCB Rating: R18 
(approved without cuts) 


You can get your movie tickets now 
for “Mission Impossible III" 
Showing on May 3, 2006 


Cai 6397851 loc 171 or 6382227 


For SCREENING SCHEDULES, pis cal cur Sa mora deraan 


CINEMA ACCESS 635-5555 or vist us: 
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One more Pinoy 

‘Another Filipino won at the SIFE Filmmaker 
John Torres "Todo, Todo Teros" tied with Yian 
Liangs "Taking Father Home" from China for 
the NETPAC-FIPRESCI (Network for the Pro- 
motion of Asian Cinema-International Federa- 
tion of Film Critics) prize. 

The Silver Screen Award for Best Film went 
to Ryuichi Hirokis “Its Only Talk” (Japan); the 
Jury Prize, Riri Riza's "Gie" (Indonesia); Best 
Director, Kelvin Tong for “Love Story” (Hong 
Kong/Singapore); Best Actress, Hanan Turk for 
Jocelyn Saab's "Kiss Me Not in the Eyes" 
(Lebanon). 

‘According to Del Mundo, "its the first бте 
for the Philippines to have three entries in this 
festivals main competition." 

Apart from “Pepot” and "Todo," Raya Маг. 
tins “A Short Film About the Indio Nacional" 
was also in the running. "There were three 
Pinoy indie films out of 11 entries. In my book, 
thats winning,” said Del Mundo, 

“Actually, it’s the first time for SIFF to have 
three entries from one country" confirmed 
Philip Cheah, festival director, "Pepo? was pa 
ticularly well-received, but the critics found all 
the films interesting. This years film fest suc 
ceeded asa statement that Asian directors want 
to premiere their films in Asia first.” 
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Who wants to feel 
whatever they felt? 


JOLINA MAGDANGAL ОМ 
“Startalk”: “We hope everyone who 
watches this movie (‘I Love New 
York’) will feel what all of us—myself, 
Marvin [Agustin], Mark [Herras] and 
Jennylyn [Mercado]—felt while 
shooting it.” 

We'd all love to, Jolens, as soon as 
you tell us exactly what it was. 


Only if possible 

This is Ryan Agoncillos idea of the 
day he weds superstar girlfriend Judy 
‘Ann Santos: “It's going to be really 
private, If possible, we'd turn down 
any offers for airing rights ... if possi- 
ble.” 

Many couples have found that one 
an “MI” (mission impossible), or at 
least irresistible. 


Go barefoot, kids 

‘Aga Muhlach discourages his twins 
Atasha and Andres from spending too 
much time playing video games. In- 
stead, һе said, he lets them run 
around the family farm in Batangas, 
barefoot and muddied. 

We'd love to do this, too—have a 
family farm ... anywhere at all. 


Kissing hunks 

Luis Alandy was very good in his 
role as Kristine Hermosa's rapist in 
ABS-CBN's drama series “Gulong ng 
Palad.” Proof: An old lady he ran into 
at the mall scolded him for it, His next 
next challenge as an actor: Kiss an- 
other hunk, Polo Ravales, in 
Regal Films’ comedy flick, 
“Manay Po.” 


Bye, Uncle Bob 

‘The cremated remains of 
Ronald “Uncle Bob” Stewart, 
founder of GMA 7 Network, were 
brought to the Kapuso compound in 
Quezon City for a memorial service 
led by Felipe Gozon, current presi- 
dent and chief executive officer 
Stewart, 87, passed away in Phoenix, 
Arizona, last month. 

"Thank you for remembering me," 
said Uncle Bob in his last letter to Go- 
zon in 2005. “I am pretty well on my 
last lap around the track.” 

Stewart, a war correspondent, 
founded Republic Broadcasting Sys- 
tem (RBS) Channel 7 in October 
1961. The urn containing his ashes is 
now buried in Loyola Memorial Park, 
Marikina City. 


Gian Carlos 

“Starstruck” finalist Gian Carlos is 
a hemophiliac. 

In the drama show “Magpakailan- 
man," Gian, 23, confessed to having 
the rare genetic bleeding disorder 
Hemophelia A, characterized by low 


ELLEN DeGeneres 


GIAN Carlos 


levels or complete absence of a blood 
protein required for clotting. 

Gian, member of Final 4 of 
“Starstruck” Batch 3, said his serious 
health condition did not stop him 
from reaching for his dreams. 


Tourist draw 
Officials in Namibia hope the 
world media furor over a visit by 
pregnant Hollywood star Angelina 
Jolie and her partner Brad Pitt will 
translate into a tourist rush to the 
‘African country, famous for its 
huge sand dunes and vast 


RUSHES emptyspaces. 


Reuters reports — that 

Namibian Ambassador to the 

United States Hopelong 

lipinge said in a letter re- 
leased to the media: "If Angelina Jolie. 
gives birth in Namibia, she would 
have done for our tourism sector 
what our tourism board budget can- 
notdoina year" 


Defending ‘Idols’ 

Mandy Moore says she is not 
among those who criticize “American 
Idol” contestants for wanting instant 
stardom. In an interview with Associ- 
ated Press, Moore, 22, said, "They 
work so hard overcoming all of these 
obstacles just to get on the show in 
the first place, and then every week 
they're judged in front of all of Ameri- 
са, It must be overwhelming, all the 
pressure. I give them complete credit 
for getting up on stage. I would crum- 
ble under that kind of pressure.” 


Funniest woman 

Ellen Degeneres won best talk 
show host for the second straight year 
at the Daytime Emmy awards AP ге- 
ported from Los Angeles. “This means 
а lot to me,” she said Friday night 
from the Kodak Theater stage before 
telling her partner, actress Portia de 
Rossi, “I love you.” 


Lost and drunk 

In Honolulu, AP also reported, 
"Lost" star Michelle Rodriguez sur- 
rendered to authorities to begin a 
five-day jail sentence for drunken 
driving. Rodriguez, 27, who portrays 
police officer Ana Lucia in the series, 
opted for jail time and a $500 fine 
rather than 240 hours of community 
service, 


Willis’ new love 

Czech super model Petra Nemcova, 
who survived the 2004 Asian tsunami 
disaster, has lined up US film star 
Bruce Willis for her latest charity pro- 
ject—a book of photos of celebri- 
ties—she told Agence France Presse 
at the launch of her “Love Always Pe- 
tra” book, But the Hollywood star 
that US gossip columns have de- 
scribed as infatuated with the Czech 
model and “Sports Illustrated" cover 
girl, is just “a good friend,” Nemcova 
insisted. 
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composition, ‘My Daughter’ and won Best Singer,” 
she recounted. Among those who competed was 
Olivia Newton-John. 

By the time she got back in Manila, entertain- 
ment journalist Joe Quirino had coined the title 
Asia's Queen of Song for her. 

Queen Pilita reigned not only in Asia and Aus- 
tralia, but also in Las Vegas and New York—having 
done shows at the Caesars Palace and Camegie 
Hall. 

Sammy Davis Jr himself brought Pilita to Las Ve- 
gas in the late 1970s. 

“| was the front act for his shows at the Manila 
Hotel and Folk Arts Theater,” she related. “Sammy 
promised he'd take me to Vegas." 

‘At first, she thought it was just idle backstage 
chatter. “But he made good his promise and I 
worked with him for three weeks there, Ive per- 
formed with many foreign artists, but Sammy was 
different. He was such a confident total performer. 
He even introduced me as the star of the show.” 

‘She headlined Carnegie thrice. "The first time 
‘was solo; then, with Basil Valdez and Ivy Violan; and 
the last time, with The Reycard Duet.” 

Nowadays, Pilitas vagabond shoes, as the song 
goes, arestill “longing to stray” 

If she's not cracking jokes on the GMA 7 sitcom 
“Lagot Ka... Isusumbong Kita,” she's doing concerts 
near and fat 


A performers life, she attested, is spent mostly оп | 


the road. However, she has plenty of reasons to stay 
home these days 

With husband Carlos Lopez, she put up Pilita's 
restaurant/music bar beside Greenhills Theater, "It 
was formerly called Kooka Вац” she said, "but we 
now have our own concept.” 

its а minishrine, commemorating Pilit’s re- 
markable five-decade career. Old albums and pic- 


tures are displayed on the walls and 45 RPM records | 


have been turned into napkin holders. 

“This is where my family and friends come to un- 
wind,” she explained, "When I don’t have work, m. 
usually here, singing, chatting and jamming with 
friends like Nikki, Germs, Ivy, Dulce. My daughter 
Jacquilou Blanco and son Ramon Christopher 
Gutierrez and their children often drop by.” 

‘At Pilita's bar, Asia's Queen of Song is also the 
queen of the clan, 
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WITH CLOVER pals Nikki Ross and German 
Moreno 


prime time program called ‘in Melbourne Tonight, 
‘with the Wing Duo." 

Even then, fabulous sequined wardrobe was La 
Pilite’s trademark style. "The audience always 
looked forward to the costumes that were sewn by 
my mom. Gowns were so expensive in Australia." 

By 1964, Pilita had relocated back to Manila. 
Months later, she made television. 
history as the star of ABS-CBN's 
“Ап Evening With Pilita,” a multi- 
awarded musical-variety show, a 
"Thursday night top-rater that ran 
from 1965 to 1972. 

With the late comedian Bert 
J “Tawa” Marcelo, she hosted the 
amateur singing contest "Ang 
Bagong Kampeon” in the 1980s. 

Her signature song and first lo- 
cal recording under Mareco/Vil- 
lar Alicia Gamillas “A Million 
Thanks to You,” was the theme 
song of "An Evening.” The high- 
concept show featured the Wing 
Duo as regulars and Mitos Villare- 
al as director. "Our director Mitos 
sang with the Wing Duo; they 
were called Lemons Three. We had a great band and 
the best musical directors like Emil Mijares and 
Doming Valdez." 

Tt was on "An Evening” that an OPM classic made 
its debut, "I sang ‘Kapantay ay Langit’ for the first 
time there, but it was in English, and it was entitled 
"You're All l Love.’ George was my guest composer 
then.” 

Canseco was partly responsible for her title, 
Asia's Queen of Song. 

“The Philippines had joined the Tokyo Music Fes- 
tival for the first time in 1970. I interpreted George's 


"ILITA CORRALES™ 


HER name in bright lights in Las Vegas 


— 


ue 


‘STROLLING down 
mayor in the "70s 


Pilita Street with Melbourne. 


jBEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Only the correct dialling for 


Posibleng feeling kapiling ka ni 


KADA SEGUNDO 


Mas mababa pa sa 


US$ 0.01 kada segundo! 


For calls to 
Australia, Canada, China, 


Hong Kong, Kuwait, Malaysia, 


Singapore*, South Korea, 
Taiwan, Thailand, UK & US 


Dial 12800(country code) 
(area code)(phone #) 


US$ 0.007 /ѕесопа 


to other countries 
Dial (+)(country code) 
(area code)(phone #) 


A 


For Postpaid and Prepaid subscribers 


Рег DTI-NCR Permit No. 2091, Series of 2006. 


mat wil qual for the promo. "Promo is not applicable 
‘on calls to SingTel Mobile. Promo is extended until May 29, 2006. 


| ( US$ 0.003/second | 


„> 


Alamin kung anong oras sa kanila. 
Text TIME <name of city> to 2333 


Ex. TIME SAN FRANCISCO 
P2.50/text 


siyempre, ang lakas mo sa Gi obe 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


movietime 


1220 245 510 735 1000 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


MOVIESISCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
632-9116 


6 THE WILD 
130 335 540 745 950 


„ 2WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 
{30 335 540 7:45 950 


7 PAMAHIIN 
1240 300 520 740 1090 


3 THE SENTINEL 
1220 245 510 735 1000 


8D' LUCKY ONES 


1230 250 510 730 950 


4SILENT HILL 
1140 2:15 450 725 1000 


9 EIGHT BELOW 
140 420 700 940 


5SLITHER 


4:00 315 530 745 1000 


1 THE SENTINEL 


10 SUBMERGED 
440 320 530 740 950 


1230 250 510 730 950 


2 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 
1220 220 420 620 825 1000 


5SLITHER 


1220 220 420 620 825 1000 


3D'LUCKY ONES 
1230 2:0 510 730 950 


6 PAMAHIIN 
1200 200 400 600 800 950 


4THE WILD 
1220 220 420 620 825 


Г METRO EAS Tamme 


1ICEAGE2 


7 SILENT HILL 
1200 230 500 730 10:00 
682-8193 + 682-8199 


Б THE SENTINEL 
1105 135 405 635 905 


2THE WILD 
4230 240 450 700 9:10 


6 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 
1230 240 450 7:00 910 


3 D' LUCKY ONES 
1225 235 445 655 900 


7 SLITHER 
1100 100 300 500 700 900 


4SILENT HILL 


1 D' LUCKY ONES 
2 RESERVE 
3 RESERVE 
4 RESERVE 


~, 
HE 


BEAT THE LINES..gel your TICKETS in ADVANCE!!! 
Tickets are available on MAY 03 to MAY 21 


Present the ticket directly to the Cinema P 


y 


8 PAMAHIIN 
1225 235 445 655 900 


4 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 
5 THE SENTINEL 
6 THE WILD 


4 THE WILD 

2 THE SENTINEL 

3 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 
4SLITHER 


DXVINCI CODE = 


‘at yet rated by MTRCS 


OPENS ох MAY 18 
at ай ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD BRAN 


ANGELE: 


1 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 
2SLITHER 

3 PAMAHIIN 

4THE WILD 


1 THE SENTINEL 

2SLITHER 

З PAMAHIIN 

4THE WILD 

5 WHENA STRANGER CALLS 


1 THE WILD 

2 PAMAHIIN 

3 SILENT HILL 

4 THE SENTINEL 
5 SLITHER 


pub DA 
1 LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN 
2 FINAL DESTINATION 3 
3 D LUCKY ONES 
4 TRISTAN AND ISOLDE 
5 PAMAHIIN 
6 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 


=| реге 


ys 


EXIT ee КӨЕ з». 


1 FINAL DESTINATION 3 

2 PAMAHIIN 

3 ULTRAVIOLET 

4D' LUCKY ONES 

5 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 


ANGELES _ eeszze 


1 THE SENTINEL 

2 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 
3 THE WILD 

4SLITHER 


STARMILLS 


1 SLITHER 

2 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 
3 PAMAHIIN 

4THE WILD 

5 BANDIDAS 

6 THE SENTINEL 


ILOILO 


4 TRISTAN AND ISOLDE 

2 D' LUCKY ONES 

3 LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN 

4 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 
5 BASIC INSTINCT 2 

6 SILENT HILL 


ct Gift 
Al'Year Round 


(045) 875-1927 
(045) 961-5270 


А Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Special discounts for volume purchases! 


ш? 


Buy Your ЙЕЛ 
А "BL 51r 2: 3l. HAT 


united 
international 
pictures 


Sofar Entertainment Corporation 


BUY YOUR TICKETS IN ADVANCE USING SM CINEMA TICKETXTI 
You can siso purchase your tickets in advance using your mobile phone. 
"ust text in BUY and send to 286. For Smart subscribers on 


Ten bas errs Reese pester meh een ost 
jussit ИБ1бО,д0О = тексе = pr 


Pans ten ec зай ые 


M 


Fairview «St. Mesa Manila * Pampanga 


g 


Get 4 tickets for the price of 3! 

This promo is valid only during the 3-day mallwide sale at 
SM Bacoor, Baguio, Batangas, Davao and Megamall 
Not applicable with other SM Cinema promos 
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WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 


лї Johnson, a young high schoo! student who worked part-time as a babysitter, 
though! (s jus! going to be a quiet evening. Not unti she answers a сай rom а 
mysterious person, who keeps on asking her, "Have you checked the chidren?” 


When tho children are suddenly noweher 
when she realizes that the caller is aiso in the same house. 


NOW SHOWING 


be found, Ji gets more nervous 
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AUDREY Tautou 


No special 
treatment 
for ‘Da 
Vinci’ 


From page A2-1 


good name and rep- 
utation of any per- 
son, whether living 
or dead"; and 8) if it 
"constitutes соп: 
tempt of court or 
pertains to matters 
that are sub-judice 
in nature.” 

The MTRCB ап. 
nouncement came 
in the wake of a call 
from an antipornog- 
raphy group for the 
banning of the film: 
based on the best- 
selling book by Dan 
Brown. 

The Philippine 
Alliance Against 
Pornography Inc. 
called “The Da Vinci 
Code" the “most 
pornographic and 
blasphemous film in 
history" The show- 
ing of the film, said 
PAAP spokesperson 
Also Filomeno, will 
"(cause a) break in 
the Christian faith 
around the world.” 

The group also 
called on the Na- 
tional Bureau of In- 
vestigation, Philip- 
pine National Police 
and Bureau of Cus- 
toms to seize and 
destroy all of Dan 
Brown's books in lo- 
cal bookstores and 
declare the novelist 
a persona non-gra- 
ta. 

“The PAAP has al- 
ways been а conser- 
vative group. 1 ex- 
pected them to re- 
act the way they 
did" said La- 
guardia. “But we 
will stand by any 
decision the board 
makes.” 

“The Da Vinci 
Code” argues the di- 
vinity of Jesus 
Christ. It claims, 
among other things, 
that the Holy Grail 
is not a physical 
chalice, but Mary 
Magdalene, who al- 
legedly carried Je- 
sus’ bloodline. 

“The Board needs 
to watch the movie 
in its entirety to de- 
termine if there re- 
ally is an attack on 
the Catholic 
Church," Laguardia 
stressed. “We are al- 
so considering the 
possibility that the 
film's director has a 
different take on 
the story, compared. 
to the novelist's." 


"DAVINCI CODE" 
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Kellie Pickler is sent packing 


By Kathryn Fatima Reyes 


HER LUCK RAN OUT. 

" On Wednesday (Thursday in Mani- 
1а), "American Idol” finalist Kellie 
Pickler took her last bow on the show. 

“Right after host Ryan Seacrest an- 
nounced the results, we could almost 
hear the 19-year-old blonde say, “I'm 
sorry." as she had invariably done 
whenever she failed to impress the 
judges. 

Famous for her “calamari” bit on 
one of the pre-performance videos, 
Kellie won the hearts of millions of 
 Aimericans for her bubbly personality. 
Thanks to viewer-voting, she lasted in 
the competition long after critics 
thought she should have left. 

-Kellie said she saw it coming. 

7%] deserved to be booted out this 
week,” said Kellie in an exclusive in- 
terview (courtesy of StarWorld), say- 
ig that her performances these past 
two weeks had been below par. 

Оп Tuesday night, the judges cut 
up her “robotic” rendition of "Un- 
chained Melody.” 

Paula Abdul, usually the sympa- 
thetic one, told her, “I don’t see you 
raising the bar each week. At this 
point it’s about greatness, and I don't 
[get that from] you." 

“The ever cheerful Kellie pointed 
out, though, “Making it to Top 6 is not 
too shabby, isn’t it?” 

"She said she was sad to leave the 
show, but at the same time eager to 
see what doors would open for her. 

‘Already, there’s good news. Kellie 
said that her father, who is serving 
time in a Florida jail, may be getting 
ош soon. “In spite of everything 
that my dad and 1 have been 
through, ! love him,” she said. 

‘As for her mom, the young la- 
dy from North Carolina says 
she's ready to forgive: “I think 
for so long, I had so many hard 
feelings for her. 1 think at this 
point ... I have forgiven her.” 

‘The mother left before Kellie 

could even recognize her. Though. 
she probably wouldn't know 
her mom if she saw her Z 
right now, Kellie said, 
“T sometimes wonder 
what she thinks of me 
n | don't know if she 
watches the show.” 


Some people say 
that your banter with 
the judges and with 
Ryan seems to be cal- 
culated rather than 
spontaneous. What do 
you have to say to that? 
People are going to be- 
lieve what they wanna be- 
lieve. I've been real from 
the beginning, honest with 
my life and who Lam. I don't 
have anything to hide or lie 
about. 


Would you consider an 
acting career? 

1 would love to be on TV , „ 
and film. 1 was actually in 
high school plays. " 
Do: you regret any of 
yGur song choices? 

No, J regret perfor- 
mances that | could 
have done better. But 1 
can't change anything 
„Т1 want to live for the 
fiture, not the past. 


Who will you miss the 
most? 

Tlean'tsay ..{ know I'm 
вблпа miss them all so 
müch—not only the con- 
testanis. Im really gonna 

‘all the PAs (production 
adsis) and crew. 


‘I don't regret 
any of my song 
choices. I regret 
performances 
that I could 
have done 
better. But I 
can’t do 
anything about 
that now. I want 
to live for the 
future, instead 


E * a5. KELLIE Pickler: Nothing to hide. 


What was the hardest aspect of be- 
ing on ‘Idol’? 

"The hardest thing for me is not be- 
ing able to catch up on sleep. Also, 
how some people can be very criti- 
cal—it’s probably the hardest thing in 
the entertainment world. I think that 
allot of times people forget that we are 
human, too, and that we have feel- 
ings, and sometimes we get hurt. 


How do you think the show has 
changed you? 

1 wouldnt say the show has 
changed me because 1 still feel like the 
same Kellie Pickler that I was when I 
first stepped into the audition. Al- 
though I feel like I've grown as a per- 
son and become more confident. 


Would you do another reality show? 
Yes, I would. les fun because it's so 
easy to just be yourself. So as long as 
the reality show is really a reality 
show and not scripted, then 1 would. 


Who do you think is gonna win this 
one? 

You know what, I have no idea. It 
doesn't matter if you've never been in 
the bottom three. It doesn't matter if 
you have the most votes one week and 
the next. Its all about consistency. 1 
think the top five this year is the best 
that the show has ever had. 


How did you feel the next day when. 
you woke up and realized you were 
no longer on “Idol”? 

Happy. After the show we had a lit- 
Че dinner, kinda like a toast dinner. We 
just talked about good times. Гт hap- 
ру for the people who are still on ће 
show. We really love each other. Iwent. 
into this as a noncompetitor. I was just. 
trying to have some fun. I'm gonna 
miss all these guys. 


‘There are rumors on the Internet ... 
that youre dating Constantine 
Maroulis and/or Ace Young. Is there 

any truth to either of these? 
So i date Ace now (laughs)? Con- 
stantine is a-great guy. Ace is a 
great guy, too. But, in all hon- 
esty, no contestant is dating 
‘another contestant. It's kin- 
da like gross because 
were like brothers and 

sisters. 


Can you talk about 
some things written 
about you that have 
hurt you the most? 

1 think it's those 
that say 1 don't de- 
seme to be here. 
‘There are even cases 
when I felt Г really 
been made fun of. 
It’s hard because you 
feel very excited that 

you're like, ‘Wow! Tm 
in a magazine" Then you 
read it and it's really bad. 

Those things hurt... a little 

bit. 


What are your plans next 
week? 

Tm booked for interviews 
for like a week and a half. 
‘They're flying me to New 
York Sunday And you're 
gonna see me on all these. 
shows that I never thought 

Twould ever be on. I think 

Tm doing Jay Leno and 

Ellen Degeneres’ show, 

which is my favorite show. 

Theyve got me really 

busy for the next week or 

two. 


(Catch "American Idol" on. 

Star World Wednesdays and, 

‘Thursdays at 5 p.m. direct 
satellite, 8 p.m. primetime and 
11:30 pm. replay) 


| 


““Gusto ko ma-feel ni Mama 
na araw-araw, araw niya.” 


Kahit everyday na txtan at 
kwentuhan, posible dahil sa 


siyempre, ang lakas mo sa ГЄ y] obe 


m. 


CRAMMED WITH KIDDIE FAVORITES LIKE 
"Spongbob SquarePants,” “Blue's Clues” and 
«Рога the Explorer,” ABC-5's Nick Block is be- 
ing launched today. 

Nick.Block airs twice a day—6 to 9 a.m. 
and 2 to 4 pm.— Mondays through Fridays. 
‘That's right, Nickelodeon—the world’s most 
widely distributed kiddie channel, is now 
on free TV 


Said Christopher James, senior ^ КИ 


vice president and general manag- 


Tro MTV Networks Asia: “We put, FIT 


kids first in everything we do. All 

our programs are safe, respectful, fun 

and imaginative in addition to being kids- 
tested and kids-approved. Parents need 
not worry because we've done all the wor- 
tying for them. We are delighted to be 
reaching 16 million more households in 
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Nick on free TV 


region with 24-hour channels and pro- 
gramming blocks. Territories include 
Bangladesh, Brunei, China, Fiji, Hong + 
Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Macau, 
Malaysia, .Mongolia, Nepal, New 
Zealand, Pakistan, Palau, Papua New 
Guinea, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lan- 
ka, South Korea, Taiwan and Thai- 
land. 
ABC 5 has always positioned it- 
self as a proponent of child-friend- 
ly content. SVP for Corporate Af- 
fairs Terra Daffon, noted the fact 
that the network has consistently 
garnered the most number of Anak TV 
Seals, awarded annually by the Southeast 
Asian Foundation for Children’s Televi- 
sion. 
Daffon explained, "That's because we 


HEY NPINOUDI 


Philippines in this partnership with ABC- mostly chose children’s programs that 
5° teach and mold in a fun way, which coin- 

Nickelodeon Asia is seen in more than cides with Nickelodeon's ‘play to learn’ phi- 
293,224,223 households throughout the losophy" 
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BARBRA Streisand 


| Streisand 
chides 
biographer; 


sure way to incite Barbra д 
Streisand’s wrath: Write а goes after 
book about her. 

Christopher Anderson has learned that : 
with his recently published biography, Oprah 
"Barbra: The Way She Is.” Streisand has re- 
taliated not with interviews or public state- осоне 
ments, but by way of the Internet. On her 
website, she has issued a response she Ч- 
Чез "Does the Truth Matter These Days?" 

"Normally, I would not dignify vicious, 
mean-spirited mythology masquerading as 
biography,” she begins. "But it seems this 
latest rehash of other unauthorized biogra- 
phies is getting a lot of attention. Who is : ч 
the person described in this book? This Ie tore sien atts creme 
stereotypic image bears little resemblance 
to me or anything about me." 

Streisand adds that none of her close * 
friends or professional co-workers had M t h & W 
been sources for the book. Indeed, her inti- atc in 
mates, co-stars and major directors are 
missing from the author's account of con- 
tributors. 

“A few of them spoke off the record,” An- [] T 
дегзоп responded, talking from his Con- ^ NS 2 " 
necticut home. "Karl Malden and Estelle th (е t b k d t d 
Parsons offered interesting insights, as did wi your Citiban credit cara: 
people who worked with her—singers, mu- 
sicians, composers.” 

Streisand branded as “a lie” the book's 
allegation that she refused to attend her 
sister’s wedding even though she was in 
the same city. “1 was in London filming 
“Yentl,” she declared. 


Le ANGELES—HERE'S ONE ; 50 Cent 


One small detail 

The website also includes a letter from 
her sister Roslyns ex-husband, Randy 
Stone, who said that Streisand provided 
her Malibu ranch for the wedding and gave 
the couple “a large gift of money” to start 
their married life. 

‘Anderson remarked that thecriticism 
concerned “one small detail.” 

"Barbra: The Way She Is" adds to the 
stream of unauthorized biographies about 
Streisand, In his list of sources, Anderson 
includes 27 biographies and other books 
relating to Streisand. 

His book hit No. 15 on The New York 
Times list of best sellers on April 16. “That 
was after only four days on the market,” 
says Anderson’s public relations represen- 
tative, Camille McDuffie. 

Anderson has been a prolific biographer 
of celebrities. His 13 previous books in- 
clude such titles as “American Evita: Hilary 
Clinton's Path to Power,” "Sweet Caroline: 
Last Child of Camelot,” "George and Laura: 
Portrait of an American Marriage” and “Cit- 
izen Jane.” 

The author, who devoted two years to 
the Streisand book, said he wasn't sur- 
prised by her reaction. "She made a state- 
ment years ago, ‘If God wrote my biogra- 
phy, 1 wouldn't like it.’ I'd like people to 
know that I am a fan of Barbra’s,” he said. 
“The first gift I gave my wife when we were Calling all Citibank credit cardholders. 
students at UC Berkeley in the 1960s was 5 ч 7 т 
the soundtrack album of Funny Girl." Now, you can be instant millionaires! More matching digits, more cash! 


50 Cent’s worth 

He usually saves his beefs for other rap pre син өк you шн бз 
pers; this time, 50 Cent is going after 1 [TEM 55 s 
Oprah Winfrey. Every single receipt of at least P1,000 charged to your Citibank asas 1234 sefg.g000}! testédsts P1000000 

In an interview with The Associated credit card gives you a chance to Match and Win 1,000,000. | 4539 2222 2226 9000); Last S-dgits Р10000 
Press, 50 complained that Winfrey rarely ` a 44539 3333 33338000) Last digits 1,000, 
invites rappers on her talk show: "I think Just match the last 6 digits of your Citibank credit card number | 4599 7777 7777 a Last 3-digts 100 
she caters to older white women.” with the 6-digit approval code on your sales slip. 

“Oprah's audience is my audience’s par- 
ents,” the 29-year-old rapper said. “So, 1 8 
could care less about Oprah or her show." x 5 Lem Ie x 

Wee not alone in his resentment toward ч | : ani ie approva өй nyu sais ip R8900, fen E900, 
the talk show host cum media mogul. Once you get a match, text the following to claim your prize: 

Rapper-actor Ludacris, a.k.a. Chris 
Bridges, said in the May issue of GQ maga- 
zine that Winfrey was “unfair” during a CITK«space»LAST 10 DIGITS OF YOUR CREDIT CARD NUMBER/ 
show he appeared on last October with co- 
stars from best-picture Oscar winner 6-DIGIT APPROVAL CODE/TRANSACTION DATE(MMDDYY) 
"Crash." 

"She edited out a lot of my comments and send to 29768 
while keeping her own in,” he said. "Of 
course, it’s her show, but we were doing a 
show on racial discrimination, and she With or without a match, you also get a chance to win P 1,000,000 In the Grand Draw! 
gave me a hard time as a rapper, when I Fst text CITiespace»LAST 10 DIGITS OF YOUR CREDIT CARD NUMBER/6"DIGIT APPROVAL CODE/ 


came on there as an actor.” TRANSACTION DATE(MMDDYY) and send to 29768 for a chance to win $1,000,000 In the raffle! 
Winfrey's representative at her produc- 


tion company, Harpo, told the AP that Win- 
frey was unavailable for comment. 
But, as 50 Cent said, Winfrey's purport- Keep using your Citibank credit card from now until July 31, 2006 for a chance to be a millionaire! 


аам WAIST a ud Call 995-9999 or visit www.citibank.com.ph for details. 


"I'm actually better off haying friction 
with her,” he said. 

The crack-dealer-turned-rapper has sold 
millions of records gleefully flaunting his 
gangsta image, explicit lyrics and bullet- 


proof vest (he was famously shot nine 

woot it (us sown acd label, C- citiban 
Unit, the G-Unit clothing line, his own 

sneaker line with Reebok and a videogame, 


"Bulletproof." Bob Thomas and Erin Carl- 
Mor A: Ste yes tor deta, Pr DTPNCR Perito, 2323, Sere ө! 2006 
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FOXTROT BYBILLAMEND A. LIPIN BY JESS ABRERA 
Look! І CAN SEE YOU'RE STAYING, 
TOTALLY WT THE - JA NAMAN 


BALL OUT OF THE j^ 
PARE AT WiLL! TESTA / 


BY PM. JUNIOR 
PICK UP YOUR MOM 1S TOTALLY ч m 
LANG: 
TOYS, HONEY. INTOLERANT OF сусу BULLY gum МА! 
кыш МЕ ОЗЕР 
OPPOSING 
POINT OF VIEW 


Ez 
PS ра vs 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


TEN evere GARE Y “>| МАРЕ Aor бым 
Now OFFICIALLY А EXPLORING The CUTER PEACHES 
TELESCOPE FAMIN! OF OUR SOLAR SNSTEM! 
PUT 


U 


Pick 
A CARD— 
ANY CARD. 
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BYLYRAGARCELLANO DIVINE COMEDY BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


E ч р 

тм HONOR OF LABOR UNATE Тапай YOU WONT SEE А RICH MAN YOU WONT SEE A RICH MAN 
Dat тм Going to пто тамам | ITE ES UE S eee 
Do A LAgeg- INTeN- Die i Mani s ели BECAUSE CHOLERA I$ A 

Sive TASK. 


H MIKROKOSMOS BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
OROSCOPE ANO, BUNSOY, GINAWA оо, атт! sicuRapo PERO MUKHANG MALALAGOT 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE Mo BA YUNG NANG HINDI Ако MA- AKo <А BUGBOG NYA PARTE 
ОБОН ТОБЕ Vou Tane High deals aboutrelatonship. Imigh take a while to ind wuelove Youre pracical “SINABI КО PACA MAPA- — LALAGOT SA SECOND NAKITA NA NIYANG BASA 
YOU BORN You like variety and change. Many of you are creative and musical. You're interested in philosophical , ТӨН. MO SA РАС{оЅІ HAND SMOKE NIYA- ANG MGA Yosi NIYA f 
Subjects, Around the ageo уоп went ro share your life deeply, emotionally with someone. Big changes are in the Ане EUNA Мо? 

wind in this year! B 

Birthdate of: Tim McGraw, singer; ita Coolidge, singer; Glenn Ford, actor 


ARIES (March 21 to GEMINI (May 21 to LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
е ‘April 19): Home, family June 20): Attend to 22): You need time 
and domestic matters banking needs and stay alone today, if you can 

have your attention to- оп top of your bank ac- squeeze this into your 

day Discussions with ‘count. Keep track of bills schedule. You need rest. 

parents could be significant. Take today Figure out how much money You cant be all ching to ali peopie 


fhe time to listen to relatives and you don't have. (Groan.) all the time. Take а mental-health 
people you live with. дау. 


TAURUS (April 20 to CANCER (June 21 to VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
May 20): This is a busy July 22): Today's Moon Sept. 22): Discussions 
day! You're involved js in your sign. к will EB uina friend, perhaps a 


wath errands, short tps ох ы he Temale friend, are signi 
Und "discussions with Wednesday. Whee! This icant today. Be ready to 
аза icons your time eke things go your listen. Alternatively, be ready to con- 

Business negotiations can go wel. way You have an edge over every- fide in someone. 

Make a ро of being friendly with оп else? 
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LORD SANA 
15 Banned spra шейш different ала [уу a j 
18 Ol card gome Sut of the ordinary to- ГАЯ 
1 cg nen day. You seek adventure а 
20 Ва. régler You want то learn more. 
21 Compere You want to avoid routine and bor 
pps tag, humdrum repetition. 
E 
эз Pei ren 
24 Group of Gis SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
25 Ver are erent E Der eth saw 
rd Shared. propery, insur 
Channel port. ance matters, estates 
у Manso - and the responsibilities 
Far Sou ‘have lor others 
36 Cries of Someone might help you with these 
discovery issues. 


37 More Immoral g LOVEKNOTS BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 
39 Анай action 


4 Sonar of te E 5 сурсон qe за Jow, LABER DAY, ERU ARR NACLE- LABOR, | To ANG EMSA- ISANG 
лаш. 19): Tou wi 


on 
заг By Bary Sik " Ako Sh TRABARDSG МАМАТ | BRM 5А, BUONG Th. 
42 fagesped Meteen, VA have to go more than NGAYON! RA сздн | NA maeth- TRABAHO, 
43 Zweback, eg. halfway іп important и КА Ré NAKA-NGITI ^ 
47 Keats offering 9 Fan noise 
48 Spoon of 10 Hi fimm одон. 
medicine up. perhaps. 
49Ewrapose 11 “The Time 
52 Toshiba rivai Machine” race 
54 Actor Mineo 12 Drop feathers 
87 Hotspors 13 Uproar 
ticket 18 ebyearold 
60 Wolled down рейх 
51 Thick piece” 19 Wind biast 
S2Smoohed 23 Salon goops 
63 General Miis 
‘rand 
64 Ta bo, in 
Touion 
65 Sister of Venus 28 Never ever 
жы 21 Raccoon 
ро cousin 1 
1шю 28 Ботон eye pisces (Feb. 19, to 
2 Hori $m Moon ie in Canet 
= an earned which is your fellow Wa- 
30 сотов Ter Sign. rris bodes well 
nat . foryou, Much ofthis weekis playful, 
и eM romantic and creative! 
37 Yameefun 46 Ато Conan 
30 Ms Gardner поез 
7 Fabled dander 39 Bardot dad 49 Autor Dinesen 
8 Der — 41 Laneasters 50 Domt look at 
(Adenauer) emblem те 


discussions with рап- 
mers and close friends 
today. That's because the Moon is di- 
rectly opposite your sign. Neverthe- 
less, you can reach an agreement. 


(ООС 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 7 
. 18): This week 7 
Sire to get more orga- L 
nized at work. You also 
wan to pet organized at ome. You TULDOK 


want to be productive, efficient and 
effective in everything you do. Yo! 1 
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LAST WEDNESDAY, THE SIX REMAINING 
survivors of "American Idol" did their best to 
measure up to the daunting demands of fa- 
mous love songs made popular by some of the. 
music world's finest talents. Alas, they didn't 
have an easy time of it. 

As far as the studio audience was con- 
cerned, Katharine McPhee brought the 
house down with the evening's first musical 
performance, but the jurors generally pooh- 
poohed her best effort, saying it didn't match 
the original singer’s (Whitney Houston's) 
achievement. Gee, thanks. 

Eliott Yanin fared better, but Kelly Pickler 
stumbled badly with her cautious, listless per- 
formance. 

Paris Bennett turned in “the evening's best 
female vocal,” according to a judge, but 
heretofore consistent favorite Taylor Hicks 
lost his luster. 

Pluckily enough, Chris Daughtry turned in 
the best performance, thus enabling the trou- 
ble round to end on a relative high. 

But, make no mistake about it, the tilt’s sur- 
viving finalists are feeling the squeeze and the 
heat. Thats par for the course as the most- 
‘watched talent competition in the world hur- 
tles to its “final-final” phase. And some of the. 
tilt’s best bets are waffling. 

‘What's the problem? With the stakes now 
so high, they're trying very hard not to make 
mistakes—and that's turning out to be a—a 
mistake! 

Зо, whats a finalist to do? If you go by the 
jurors comments, they should forget that 
they have so much riding on surviving the tilt, 
and simply keep giving in the performances of 
their lives 

That isn't the easiest thing in the world to 
pull off, however, which is why former pace- 
setters Kelly and Taylor were hurting. 

When push came to shove last Thursday, 
however, Taylor had a new lease on life, and 
it was Kelly Pickler who bit the dust. 

That was just as shocking as Ace Young's 
ouster the week before. After all, some people 
'had predicted that Kelly would reprise fellow 
folk singer Carrie Underwood's victory last 
year. Alas, it was not meant to be, 

"Whats up for Kelly, now that she's the 
2006 “APs” latest dropout? Is everything over 
for her? Not likely. Look at Ace—he's no 
longer in the finals, but only a few days after 
his defeat, he was on the “Today” show and on 
Ellen Degevere's talk show. 
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‘That means the public and show producers 
are still interested in him, so his star could still 
rise despite his loss. The same could happen 
to Kelly, if she and her mentors play their 
cards right. 

Now that the "AI" survivors have been 
trimmed down to five—Katharine, Chris, 
"Taylor, Paris and Eliott, the tiles stress level 
can only go even higher. In different ways, 
most of the five remaining finalists are de- 
serving of victory in terms of talent, so the fi- 
nal decision is likely to be really close, and 
could depend on the prospective winner's grit 
and charisma, above all else. 

Last Thursday, the top scorers were Chris 
and Katharine, Does that mean that the two 
of them will square off on the. competition's fi- 
mal night? Not if Taylor, Eliott and Paris can 
help it, of course—but the signs are there for 
anyone to interpret, depending on his own 
best bet. 


Feedback 

From Maloli К. Espinosa, ABS-CBN's VP 
for government, corporate affairs and public 
relations: “Thank you for your feedback on 
“Pinoy Big Brother Teen Edition." Comments 
from highly respected columnists like your- 
self are valued by the network as this gives us 
feedback on how best to improve our pro- 
grams. 

“We certainly agree that the batch of PBB! 
participants needs extra attention since it is 
comprised of teenagers. Please be assured 
that they have undergone and passed a series 
of exams that showed they are capable of han- 
dling the tasks inside the ‘PBB’ house. 

"We would also like to inform you that, 
since we launched the first season of PBB,’ we 
have we have employed the services of Dr. 
Randy Dellosa [as] resident psychiatrist who 
overseas the psychological wellbeing of the 
housemates. We hope you will continue giv- 
ing us constructive insights about our show." 


3 most popular shows in US 
are Fox network productions 


NEW YORK--THE FOX NETWORK HAD THE 
three most popular programs on US television 
last week as broadcasters took a breath before 
the start of May ratings sweeps and the sea- 
son's conclusion. 

In anticipation of the upcoming ratings 
push, many of the most popular series were in 
reruns last week, 

The two most popular shows: the week's 
two editions of “American Idol.” Coming in 
third was the medical drama “House,” which 
has grown nicely for the network this spring. 

For the ninth straight week, Fox won 
among the 18-0-49-year-old demograph- 
ic—a record for the network, It moved into a 
virtual tie with ABC for the season lead in that 
demo, which Fox won for the first time ever 
last season. 

Fox will crown a new "American Idol" in 
May, sure to be a ratings winner. But ABC will 
compete hard, too, with an Oprah Winfrey 
special on 25 celebrated black women and 
season finales of "Grey's Anatomy,” "Desper- 
ate Housewives” and “Lost.” 

May will also feature series finales for pop- 
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ular series like “The West Wing,” “Will & 
Grace,” “7th Heaven,” “Alias,” "That 7705 
Show" and "Malcolm in the Middle.” 

CBS is likely to finish the season as the rat- 
ings champ among all viewers, although its 
lead over second-place ABC is not as wide as it 
маз last year. ABC is the only network up in 
viewers over last year. NBC appears doomed 
to repeat its fourth-place showing in both 
viewers and the young demo. 

CBS averaged 11.9 million viewers for the 
week (7.8 rating, 13 share), Fox had 9.8 mil- 
lion viewers (6.1, 10), ABC 7.9 million (5.3, 
9), NBC7.1 million (4.7, 8). 

А ratings point 
represents 
1,102,000 house- 
holds, or 1 percent 
of the nation’s esti- 
mated 110.2 mil- 
lion TV homes. The 
share is the percent- 
age of in-use televi- 
sions tuned toa gi 
enshow. AP 
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For TV series 
connoisseurs 


PREMIERING THURSDAY, 10 РМ. ON AXN IS 
“Supernatural,” a compelling new series from 
the creator of “Buffy The Vampire Slayer," 
“Smallville” and “Charmed.” 

“Supernatural” is а gripping journey 
through the world of things beyond explana- 
tion. 

Jared Padelecki ("Gilmore Girls") as Sam 
Winchester turns his back on a bright future as 
a lawyer to join his older brother Dean (Jensen 
Ackles, "Smallville" in a search for their father 
John (Jeffrey Dean Morgan, "Weeds". 

John has spent his life hunting down the 
forces that had killed his wife. Crisscrossing. 
the lonely back roads of the country in a '67 
Chevy Impala, the brothers try to track him, 
running into supernatural evil along the way. 

Following the pilot episode ("White Lady”), 
"Supernatural" airs Thursdays at 10. 

Warner Bros. Television presents the series 
in association with Wonderland Sound and 
sion, Writers/executive producers are Eric 
Kripke (“Boogeyman”) and Robert Singer 
(Midnight Caller”). 
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A Fish-Out 


Tame, 
ure 


By Oliver М. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


О, YOU'RE NOT NOT 
N seeing double. There 

are obvious similarities 
between Disney's new comput- 
eranimated feature “The 
Wild" and last year’s “Mada- 
gascar” from Dreamworks. 
‘The concept and story de- 
tails are uncannily alike, 
centering on domesticated 
zoo animals that leave 
their city homes, journey 
through the urban jungle, and 
end up trying to survive an ac- 
tual, faraway one. But similari- 
ties or coincidences aside, “The 
Wild” is still hardly original, as 
it is also reminiscent of “Find- 
ing Nemo” and, in some re- 
spects, “The Lion King.” It has 
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good animation going for it, 
which may keep kids from 
minding that it’s actually quite 
dull, narrative-wise. 

We see a rehash of the old problem- 
atic parent-thild dynamic through lion 
characters Samson (voiced by Kiefer 
Sutherland) and Ryan (Greg Cipes), 
where the young one feels insecure of 

his father’s supposed accomplish- 

ments. When Ryan acciden- 
tally gets shipped off to parts 


REVIEW unknown, Samson and his zoo 


posse embark on a daring rescue 

+," mission that could change 

their lives forever. This roster 
of odd animal characters includes 
dumb snake Larry (Richard Kind), 
grumpy koala Nigel (Eddie Izzard), 
Kleptomaniac squirrel Benny (Jim 
Belushi), and image-conscious giraffe 
Bridget (Janeanne Garofalo). 

Each of them can be annoying and un- 
believably bland, though. There are 
times that you just unconsciously tune 
them out and watch how cool the de- 
signs are, how detailed the animation, 


4 
ot г 


Most of the animals look like semi-realis- 
tic stuffed toys, stylized enough so that 
they show imagination, but still possess- 
ing a tangible quality to their cuddly 
forms. The visuals have eye candy mo- 
ments, among them the special effects 
used on the chameleon characters’ color- 
changing abilities. 

Beyond that, the story unfurls without 
memorable spectacle. After some eye- 


rolling bickerings, a litte toilet humor 
and a strange joke about Canada's “lax 
immigration policy,” “The Wild” is pretty 
tame. The use of pop music makes it a lit- 
tle hip, as songs by bands Coldplay and 
Lifehouse flavor certain parts perfectly. 
But it's nowhere near the hip-ness of the 
"Shrek" movies use of mostly contempo- 
rary music. 

Adults can get bored for different 
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reasons, but the young ones can get dis- 
tracted, mainly because of the engag- 
ing, colorful and lively imagery. The 
lessons here are recycled and nothing 
that the older, better animated features 
sneakily and cleverly taught children 
before. But the obvious ones are still 
there, if imparted formulaically, giving 
some meaning to this drawn-out, déjà 
vu safari adventure. 


Pay taxes, Abba Bjorn told - 


STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN— 
The Swedish tax authority is 
demanding nearly 87 million 
kronor ($11.6 million) in back 
taxes, fees and interest rates 
from former ABBA member 
Bjorn Ulvaeus on royalties 
from the groups hits that it 
says he should have included 
in his tax returns. 

According to the 
Swedish tax agency, Ul- 
vaeus signed a seriesof Spin CITY 
contracts before moving 
to England in 1984. The 


Big Brother lowers the bar 


By Paul Daza 
Contributor. 


But the agency claimed in a 
decision made in December 
that the deals were sham con- 
tracts and that Ulvaeus still 
had access to the money and 
should include them as his per- 
sonal income. 

“This has just been a con- 
struction to avoid taxes," agen- 

су spokesperson Јат 

Backman said 

meaning [behind the 
contacts] are really 
something different 
, than what the official 
contracts were meant papers say.” 
to hand over the rights The ruling will be appealed, 
to his royalties from ABBA Ulvaeus lawyer Sven Rygaard 
songs and the musical “Chess” said, adding, "Tm pretty sure 
to different companies. ‘we will win this.” 


“Pinoy Big Brother Teen Edition” 

("PBBTE") are а telegenic, ‘com- 
bustible bunch, ready to wage war in the 
пате of conformity or individuality. Coming 
from backgrounds both socially and ge 
graphically diverse, each teen contestant is 
тон out to win one million pesos cash, а con- 
‘do unit, and other prizes, using strategies 
learned from the two previous seasons of the 
phenomenal fish bowl reality show. 

Coming right after the original "Pinoy Big 
Brother" and its "Celebrity Edi- 
tion" sequel, "PBBTE" may look 
like more of the same. But 
as any psychologist will . 
tell you, the teenag- REVIEW 
er—with his/her pent-up 
angst and compulsive de- 
sire to fall in love at the 
drop of a hat—may just be the most fasci- 
nating age bracket to be subjected to Big 
Brother’s voyeuristic experiment. And it 
certainly won't hurt ABS-CBN's ratings, in 
view of the fact that young people make up 
the largest share of the TV-watching popula- 
tion today. The show has even been given an 
earlier time slot to allow more viewers to 
see it, right after “TV Patrol World.” 

What all this boils down to is perhaps the 
most fascinating and promising “PBB” varia- 
tion yet, one that has all the scientific curiosi- 
ty of a psychology experiment and the emo- 
tional nakedness of a religious retreat or bull 
session. 

Indeed, the first week's episodes have al- 
ready delivered on some aspects of this in- 
trigue: a boy has revealed his feelings to his 
crush, and she says they can be friends 
(ouch!); a middle-class girl is treated like a 
pariah by the more economically challenged 
‘housemates; a shouting match has even 
erupted between two girls during a discussion 
about their parents. And as of this writing, 
one participant has volunteered to leave 
Kuya’s house, negating the need for an evic- 
tion. 

This early, some fans are already predict- 
ing thar single mom Jamilla will win be- 
cause she has the sympathy factor going for 
her. Like “PBB Celebrity Edition” winner 
Keanna Reeves, the attractive Jamilla ap- 
pears to need the show’s cash prize more 
than any other housemate. She has a two- 
year-old son who needs an operation, and 
she even worked as a GRO in a bar to make 
ends meet. 

These obvious ploys to encourage conflict 
and promote sympathy aside, you get the 
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GERALD Anderson and Nina Jose 


ends of their costumes, revealing them to be 
wearing body-hugging tights underneath. 
But viewers were only allowed a second or 
two to see the teens in their revealing tights- 
Clearly, those behind the cameras don't want 
anyone complaining that the kids are being 
treated like sex objects. 

Even the peanut butter wrestling was 
shown in a comical way, with the action being 
sped up or shown at normal speed to make it 
funny instead of sexually suggestive 

‘And oddly enough, after all the hype sur- 
rounding Rustom Padilla's “coming out” in 
PBB Celebrity Edition, and the debate about 
original “PBB” housemate Uma’s sexual pref- 
erence, there is now no mention of homosex- 
uality among the house's current occupants. 
The most we've seen is a girl who acts 
tomboyish. (Hmmm...could lesbianism be 
this edition’s surprise trump card?) 

That's “Pinoy Big Brother Teen Edition” for 
you. Its the most compulsively watchable 
show on primetime TV today, but it’s probably 
the first time in Philippine television that the 
bar has actually been lowered instead of 
raised for a prime time show. With so many 
impressionable youngsters watching, not to 
mention prudes ready to pounce, "Pinoy Big 
Brother Teen Edition" has now become a sani- 
tized victim of its own success. 


With so many 
impressionable youngsters 
watching, not to mention 
prudes ready to pounce, 
this latest edition has 
become a sanitized victim 


ofthe show's own success 


feeling that theshow's producers are holding 
back in terms of creating potentially contro- 
versial story lines. This might be because au- 
thorities in the Movie and Television Review 
and Classification Board (MTRCB) and the 
Department of Labor and Employment 
(Dole) are intensely monitoring “PBBTE” to 
make sure that none of the house- 
mates—some of whom are minors—is ex- 
ploited. In a recent episode, the kids were 
made to dress up as red and black ants and 
wrestle in a gooey mix that looked like 
peanut butter, After the fight, the teens ге- 


Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures] moved the headpieces and the bulky rear 


а сав) *3 


THE BIGGE: 


ionimpossible.com 


stributed by @ Wr Entertainment Corporat 


THE MISSION BEGINS MAY 3 


[e > PG-13 
14 а аы 
[нк 


T 


MONDAY, MAY 1, 2006 


WHAT'S INSIDE 
| SU | Gov't asked 
to lower BIR's 
collection 
| target for this 


year /В4 | 


Lose billions, 
get pay raise 
/В3 


* PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Website: weving/money net 


USINES 


Editor Raul О. Marcelo e Assistant Editor Corrie S. Narisma 
Textus your feedback: inquirer biz name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) E-malt: pr. businessGinquirer.com.ph 


ATED COMPUTER SYSTEMS. INC 
маннап 


Domestic output seen to grow 5 


UND CATORS 


CURRENCIES 


PESO-DOLLARRATE 
Di 51.785 = & 1 
As of5 pm. April 28, 2006. 
i 114,32 = $ 


As of5 pm. April 28, 2006 


$ GOLD: $638.30-638.80 ^ 
per ounce Hong Kong, Aer 


f 
STOCK MARKET 


(See stock market report on Page BS) 


Trading still seen upbeat 


STOCK INVESTORS ARE EXPECTED TO 
continue tracking first quarter results when. 
trading resumes this week. 

"Earnings reports are slowly coming out 
with positive indications," AB Capital Securi- 
tes wrote in a daily report. 

The benchmark РЕ! rose 7.5 points to 
2,270.53 last week. 

Last week, share prices also rebounded on 
news that the government has shelved plans 
to lift the value-added tax on oil to soften the 
impact of skyrocketing crude prices. 

‘BPI Trade meanwhile expects a correction 
towards the end of the week. 

"While buying sentiment remains strong, 
we may stil see this correction continuing 
TRADING/B2 


Exporters gain 
edge in easier 
transfer of TCCs 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT HAS RELAXED THE 

rules on the transferability of tax credit cer- 
tificates held by distressed exporters, allow- 
ing the traders to address their liquidity prob- 
Jems by selling the TCCs to government finan- 
cial institutions. 

Ernesto Hiansen, head of the Department 
of Finance's duty and drawback center, told 
reporters that his office recently signed a 
‘memorandum of agreement with the Board of 
Investments to ease the rules on the transfer- 
ability of TCCs. 

Most exporters holding TCCs are registered 
with the BOI. Ў 

Under the Omnibus Investment Code, ex- 
porters are exempted from the value-added 
tax and duties imposed on the importation of 
raw materials and capital equipment. The ex- 
emption is an incentive to the traders’ dollar 
contributions to the country. 

But under the fiscal incentives system, ex- 
porters must first pay the taxes and duties ev- 
ету time they import, They are allowed to re- 
fund the tax and duty payments after they 
"have actually exported the finished products 
"that used the imported raw materials. This 
! to ensure that only exported products are cov- 
ered by the tax and duty exemptions. 

Exporters use ће TCCs, issued by the duty 
and drawback center, to show that they are 
entitled to tax and duty refunds. 

But claims for refunds usually take two to 
three months to process, and so exporters 
have been allowed to sell TCCs to immediate- 
ly get cash, 

Originally, a BOl-registered exporter can 
only sell TCCs to another BOl-registered firm 
with which it has trading relations. But re- 
cently, the BOI and the DOF's duty and draw- 
back center have allowed distressed firms to 
sell TCCs to other BOl-registered companies 
even if the two firms do not have trading rela- 
tions. 

‘The BOI and the DOF unit further relaxed 
the rules when they agreed that distressed 
trading firms could sell their TCCs to govern- 
‘ment financial institutions. 

The BOI is currently formulating the re- 
quirements before a company can be con- 
sidered in distress. It said the parameters 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINE ECONOMY IS LIKELY TO POST A 5 PER- 
cent growth in domestic output this year, sustaining last 
year's GDP expansion of 5.1 percent, based on a Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas poll of 25 private ana- mestic product and inflation outlook 


Туз. among private institutions, the BSP also 
In its first quarter survey on gross do- said the inflation rate could average at 


== 


7.1 percent this year, lower than last 
years 7.6 percent, on expectations of 
stable oil prices and continuing appre- 
ciation of the peso against the US dol- 
lar 

For next year, the survey indicated 
that the inflation rate could slow down 
to 5.8 percent, while the GDP growth 
rate could reach 4.9 percent. 
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^j BSP says inflation may average at 7.1% this year, lower than '05 level, 


The latest GDP growth forecast for 
this year is higher than the 4.8 per- 
cent median that came out in the last 
quarterly survey of the BSR but it is 
still lower than the government's ге: 
vised growth target range of 5.5 to 

6.2 percent. 
According to the BSR, analysts cit- 
DOMESTIC/B2 


Its the country's first Flex Fuel Vehicle*, running on pure gasoline or gasoline mixed with up to 20% ethanol. 
Ethanol is made from natural sugarcane, making this alternate fuel renewable and environment-friendly. 


While other vehicles are still getting ready to be ethanol capable, 


Applies to Ford Focus Sport 2.0L and Ghia 1.8L 


this car is clearly ready for the future. 7 


that would be used to define a “distressed 
company” should include the following: in- 
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Construction of co 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 300- 
megawatt coal-fired power plant in 
Subic would help push power rates in the 
Freeport lower and nearer to the region- 
al price benchmark that are attractive to 
investors. 

"Armand C. Arreza, administrator of the 
Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority, said 
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electricity costs would also be lowered 
through a petition for a 35-centavo-per- 
kWh reduction in rate now pending with 
the Energy Regulatory Commission. 
Arreza said the power rate in Subic could 
be slashed to as low as PS a kWh, which 
would make it the cheapest in the country. 
“But that would still be about 10 US 
cents, higher than фе competitive 
benchmark of 7 cents for the region,” Ar- 
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reza said. 

Taiwan Cogeneration Corp/s planned 
facility would mainly serve Subic loca- 
tors—especially the Taiwanese firms at 
the Subic Bay Industrial Park—but it 
would also supply power to the grid. 

‘SBMA earlier announced the signing of 
a memorandum of understanding with 
‘Taiwan Cogen covering the construction 
of the $300-million power plant. 


al-fired plant in Subic seen to lower 


But Arreza said the entire project 
could cost about $400 million. 

“We need at least 180 MW of addition- 
al capacity" Arreza said. "We also need 
to lower power rates considerably be- 
cause foreign investors are passing up on 
Subic in favor of other locations in the re- 
gion with cheaper energy costs.” 

The official cited as examples four op- 
tical disc manufacturing companies 
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Freeport power costs 


based in Taiwan, three of which ended 
up either in Thailand or Vietnam, where 
electricity costs 5 cents a kWh. The re- 
maining firm is now having second 
thoughts about Subic. 

Under the MOU that was signed last 
February, Taiwan Cogen would prepare a 
study on the power supply needs of 
about a thousand companies and estab- 
lishments operating at the freeport zone. 


Napocor to cut use of Vis-Min oil-fired plants 


State-run power firm to turn to cheaper hydro, geothermal resources in South 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE STATE-RUN NATIONAL POWER 
Corp. aims to reduce its use of oil-fired 
power plants in the Visayas and Min- 
danao grids to single-digit levels—the 
same way it did to its oil-fed facilities in. 
Luzon last year. 

Маросогз bunkerbased plants in 
2005 accounted for only 2 percent of 
power generation in Luzon. 

Napocor president Cyril del Callar 
said the high cost of fuel had prompted 


the state firm to turn to power plants 
using indigenous fuels such as hydro 
and geothermal. 

‘This enabled Napocor to cut the 
share of oil-based generation in Luzon 
to only 2 percent last year from 9.5 per- 
cent the previous year. 

In the Visayas grid, oil-based plants 
accounted for only 14 percent of total 
generation in 2005, down from 19 per- 
cent the year before. 

Del Callar said this could be attributed 
to the completion of the National Trans- 


mission Corp’s Leyte-Cebu line, which 
brought power from geothermal-rich 
Leyte to power-hungry parts of Visayas. 

While Napocor was able to reduce 
the use of oil-based plants in Luzon and 
Visayas, it did not do as well in Min- 
danao, as bunker-based generation ac- 
tually increased to 32 percent last year 
from 27 percent in 2004, Del Callar 
said. 

“The reverse happened in Mindanao 
because it was dry season in the south- 
em part (last year)," he said. 


Del Callar said that, with the expect- 
ed rainfall to be brought on by the La 
Nifia weather disturbance this year, 
bunker-based generation in Mindanao 
would go back to around 27-28 per- 
cent. 

Mindanao is heavily dependent on 
hydropower facilities for its power 
needs. ` 

But by 2007, Mindanao will be in for a 
“paradigm shift” when a 200-megawatt 
coal-fired power plant on the island starts 
commercial operations, he said. 


Trading still seen upbeat sens. 


(this) week; particularly if 
shares of Philippine Long Dis- 
tance Telephone Co. trade 
lower over the long holiday 
weekend,” BPI Trade said. 

BPI Trade said the market's 
support are at 2,270, 2,200, 
2,172, 2,100. Resistance on the 
other hand may Бе аг 2,270, 
2,300 and then at 2,400. 

Based on 2TradeAsia.com’s 
roundup of corporate updates 
last week, companies that 
have announced their first 
quarter income include ABS- 
СВМ Corp., which posted а 
turnaround in net profit to 
P121 million from a net loss of 
P114 million in the same 
quarter last year. 

Manila Water Corp. of the 
Ayala Group said its net earn- 
ings grew 24 percent to P600 
million in the first quarter 


Private Moments. from P483 million in the 
same period last year. 

Also, SM Investments 
Corp. said it was hiking its 
working capital budget for 
this year to P15 billion. 

‘Meanwhile, Empire East 
Land Inc. said it bought back 
800,000 common shares at 
66.38 centavos a share as 
part ofits buy-back program. 

Banco de Oro Universal 
Bank (BDO) meanwhile said it 
was still keen on a merger with 
Equitable PCIBank (EPCI), de- 
spite recent controversies. BDO 
believes the merger of both 
banks will be in the best inter- 
est of BDO and ЕРСІ sharehold- 
‘ers. BDO said it would wait for 
indications from the EPCI Bank 
board before making any move 
to amend its offer price. 

eTelecare International 


meanwhile is eyeing to lit its 
shares at the Philippine Stock 
Exchange and the US tech- 
nology-laced Nasdaq market 
later this year or early 2007. 
‘This was the latest statement 
from A. Soriano Corp. chief 
Andres Soriano Ill. 
Construction firm DMCI 
Holdings Inc. has submitted a 
bid to the Power Asset and Li- 
abilities Management for the 
600-megawatt Batangas 
coal-fired thermal power 
plantin Calaca, Batangas. 
San Miguel Corp. late last 
week said it would postpone its 
proposed offer of a rare type of 
shares and pursue an investiga- 
tion on allegations from an 
anonymous letter sender 
claiming that one of its sub- 
sidjaries has overstated its 
sales, Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


i Domestic output seen ... 
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Bank, UBS Warburg and Wallace 
Business Forum. 

Оп inflation, the consensus 
forecast for this year was slight- 
ly lower than the 7.2 percent in- 
dicated in the BSP's previous 
survey. The private analysts cit- 
ed the limited impact of the re- 
formed value-added tax as man- 
ufacturers continued to absorb 
the burden of higher input 
costs. 

"At the same time, some 
economists pointed out the po- 
tential inflation risks from global 
crude oil prices and the effects of 
the mild La Nifia episode on food 
prices,” the BSP reported. 

The consensus for this year 
маз even lower than the govern- 
ments forecast range of 7.3 t0 7.9 
percent. 

The government has conceded 
that the 4-5 percent official infla- 
tion target for this year may be 
reached, but the same target 
range may also be met next year. 

Oil prices are seen to constitute 
the dominant risk affecting the 
outlook on prices. 

‘Also seen as a major risk by the 
BSP was the pending adjustment 
in domestic power transmission 
charges, which imply eventual in- 
creases in energy costs at the re- 
tail level. 

Other potential sources of 
price pressures on the supply side 
include the La Nifia weather dis- 
turbance, which could disrupt 
стор production, and the threat 
ofthe Avian Flu virus. 


Exporters gain edge ... 


From page Bl 
ternal rate of return, 
a negative or declin- 
ing balance of trade, 


OWNING THE FUTURE TODAY ed the following factors that led 


to the higher growth forecast: 
“Improved investor confidence 
due to fiscal performance; ad- 
ditional room for government 
spending on key areas such as 
infrastructure; continued 
strength in the services sector, 
and recovery in- agricultural 
output." 

The most optimistic projection 
оп domestic output for this year 
was made by Forecast Singapore, 
which indicated a 5.9 percent 
outlook. The lowest forecast was 
made by British Bank HSBC, 
which expected growth to hit 4.3 
percent. 

For 2007, the highest GDP 
growth projection was given by 
AB Capital Securities, with 6.1 
percent. The lowest was made by 
Credit Lyonnais, with 2.8 per- 
cent. 

Other institutions included in 
the survey were ABN-Amro, ATR- 
Kim Eng Securities, Banco de Oro 
Universal Bank, Bank of America, 
Bank of the Philippine Islands, 
Business Monitor International, 
Citigroup, Deutsche Bank, Devel- 
‘opment Bank of Singapore, 
Economist Intelligence Unit, 
IDEA, ING Bank, Land Bank of the 
Philippines, Macquarie Bank 
lid, Metropolitan Bank and 
Trust Co., Multinational Invest- 
ment Bank, Philippine Equity 
Partners, Rizal Commercial Bank- 
ing Corp., Standard Chartered 
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То encourage buy- 
ers of TCCs, the cred- 


it certificates are of- 
ten sold at a dis- 
count. 

Hiansen said that 
allowing exporters to 
sell TCCs to govern- 
ment financial insti- 
tutions therefore 
would also benefit 
the government. 

He admitted 
though that there 
have been a declin- 
ing number of TCC 
wansfers since the 
tax credit scam that 
happened in the late 
19905. 

The government 
and some traders fell 
prey to the scam that 
involved the sale of 
fake or fraudulently 
secured TCCs. 
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Lose billions, get pay raise | 


RANKAND-FILE EMPLOYEES Вик, then again, this year's ex- expects to make a tumaround Saludo filed the civil suit after Amid the recriminations, Amex! 
‘who fail to make their quotas get ecutive pay raises come on top of ~COCKTALES this year, after losing P122.86 his Amex card was declined in cancelled the two credit cards 
dismissed. the P3-illion fresh capital million in 2004. Tokyo in April 2000 during an of- three months later. Citing the Pasay , 

‘Over at the Export and Industry pumped in by existing and new i ficial House trip. address in Saludo's cedula, Amex’ 
Bank, the top six officers even ex- shareholders, as well as another | Saludo gets congressional Likewise, a supplementary elevated the case to the Court of 
pect to receive a 7.4-percent salary P7 billion in “soft” loanextended Victor C. > prerogative card issued to his daughter was Appeals, which ordered Maasin’ 
increase this year, despite the bank by the government to improve Agustin FORMER Southern Leyte Rep. similarly declined in the ‘United Regional Trial Court Judge Romeo 
last year posting а P1.635-billion the bank's financial ratios. MORE ong’ Saludo Jr has States. In declining the card, Gomez to stop hearing the case be, 
loss wiping out 30 percent of the Тһе bank found а sympathetic parce held py the Supreme Amex claimed that Saludo had caue Maasin was the wrong 
bank's capital stock. ear in Philippine Deposit Insurance holdings and TFinvestment com- Court in filing the damage suit failed to pay the previous month's venue. 

The compensation package for Corp. for the P7-bilion assistance, pany have received no salary in- against the American Express Balance. Saludo, for his part, Amex had hoped that the сазе 
the top six offcers—the bank did whose president, Ricardo Tan, was creases in the pastthree years. Bank right in Saludos congres- claimed that he had failed to re- would be heard in either Makati,’ 
D риу them, but apparently ал Export Bank consultant before п fact, the top officers receive sional district, not in his stated mart the Amex monthly state- where Amex Philippines holds of- 
these include chair Sergio Ortiz- his PDIC appointment. mo salary at all. Chair and CEO Pasay City address. ment. COCKTALES/ B5 | 
Luis Je and president Benjamin Apparently, because of the Roberto Lorayes last 
Castillo wil this year be boosted bankschangedshareholdercom- year received the [ " * 
toP105.59 million, from P98.3 тї. position, a low-intensity proxy grand sum оЁ Preferred _ 
оп in 2004, when the bank posted solicitation campaign is now be- P36,000 in per diem aia, am 
P95.33 million in net income. ing waged for the banks May 26 for attending board Sm av 

Ortiz-Luis could very well shareholders meeting. meetings. 
override any boardroom objec- A total of 25 nominees are vy- His president and 
tion to the pay increase, for he їп for the 15-member board. соо, Ignacio 


| Robinsons Bank UITF 2 RobinsonsBank 
| 
Mont "ceatols е single The 25includean American, Jo- Gimenez; and trea- | 
| 
| 
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Fixed Income Funds TRUST AND INVESTMENT GROUP 
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= USS -Green Fund] 05100031844 003% 
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biggest block, by virtue of a vot вие Camba Jr; a former executive surer/CFO, Valentino 
ing trust for a 22.32-percent un- director of the Hong Kong Mone. Sy, also received the 
named shareholder interest, as tary Authority, Albert Cheok; and same amount. 

Well as another 12.76-percent Ms Excitement herself, stockbroker Ви, then again, the 
block in the name of the Philip- Vivian Yuchengco. three officers not only 

іле Exporters Confederation. x co-own the сопу 

Panny be fais the 2006 executive Disadvantaged СЕО they alo have indepen- 
compensation package is about UNLIKE their Export Bank coun- dent sources of income 
PS million less than the 2004 terparts, the top executives of the According to the 
package of P110.3 million. similarly-listed Vantage financial grapevine, iVantage 
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Lambino’s parliament 


Gov't asked to lower BIR 
collection target for this year 


Impact of mitigating measures underestimated 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
wants its revenue collection target for this 
year lowered, saying the P675 billion that it 
"was tasked to collect was too high and was 
based on wrong estimates. 

n a letter to the Department of Financ 
head agency, the BIR said the DOF underesti- 
mated the revenue impact of the measures re- 
cently implemented to mitigate the impact of 
the Value Added Tax Reform Law. 

"The government has estimated that the VAT 
Jaw would generate P75 billion in additional 
revenues this year, of which the BIR would ac- 
‘count for about P30 billion while the rest would 
be contributed by the Bureau of Customs. 

The said law expanded the coverage of the val- 


Furniture exports 
up 3.3% in 2005 


REVENUE FROM FURNITURE EXPORTS 
reached $303.8 million last year, up 3.3 per- 
cent from about $295 million in 2004, the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry said. 

Of last year's earnings, 68 percent account- 
ed for shipments to the United States. Japan 
absorbed 4 percent of the total while 2 per- 
cent went to Great Britain. 

‘Also, the DTI said 7.6 percent of the 
amount represented products from Cebu- 
based Dedon Manufacturing Inc., which pro- 
duces aluminum furniture. 

According to the Philippine Trade and Invest- 
ment Center in Berlin, parent firm Dedon 
GmbH would continue expanding its operation 
inthe Philippines and has earmarked $5 million 
for capital outlay for the next three years. 

Dedon's performance was hailed as a suc- 
cessful synergy between Philippine crafts- 
manship and German technology. 

‘Trade Secretary Peter B. Favila said the 
partnership not only contributed significant 
dollar earnings but growth for Cebu and em- 
ployment for Cebuanos. 

The company, which was established in 
2000 with an initial capital investment of 
P14.3 million, now has a workforce of 2,730. 
‘This is expected to reach 3,000 by yearend. 

“We consider the employees our partners be- 
cause we associate them to the company's suc- 
cess," said Dedon president Herve Lambert. 

He said the parent firm chose to invest in 
Cebu due to the province's reputation as the 
Mecca of traditional basket weaving. 

Dedon's furniture design begins with the ma- 
terial called Hularo fiber—a synthetic material 
developed and produced in Germany—which is 
then hand-woven into furniture in Cebu. 

Ronnel W. Domingo 


ue added tax in November last year and raised the 
VAT rate from 10 to 12 percent in February this 
year. Previously exempted products and services, 
‘such as ой, electricity, and medical and legal ser- 
vices, are now covered by VAT. 

‘To ease the impact of the tax measure, the 
government implemented several relief mea- 
sures. These include the reduction in the ex- 
cise tax rates on oil products and the lifting of 
franchise tax on electric distribution firms. 

‘The government also reduced the tariff 
rates on imported petroleum products from 5 
to 3 percent, Economic managers recently 
agreed to further lower the tariff rate to zero 
in view of the continued escalation of oil 
prices in the world market. 

‘The BIR said that with the implementation 
ofthe mitigating measures, its revenue collec- 


tion target should be lowered by P6.39 bil- 
lion. In effect, the BIR wants the national gov- 
ernment to reduce its revenue collection tar- 
get for this year to P668.6 billion. 

The revenue agency likewise pointed out that 
the DOF failed to take into consideration the in- 
put VAT credits that VAFregistered taxpayers 
айп. These input tax credits trim the total liabil- 
ities of the , the BIR said. 

The BIR's P675-billion collection goal for 
2006 was made in line with the national gov- 
emments agenda of reducing the budget 
deficit from P146.8 billion last year to only 
P125 billion this year and eventually to zero 
by 2008. 

The BIR is the biggest revenue source of the 
national government, accounting for more 
than 60 percent of the total. 


IP PHILIPPINES’ TM ONLINE 


The Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines, led by its director general Adrian. 
Cristobal Jr. (center), recently launched the Trademark Online Filing System (TM 
Online), a secure, web-based filing system for applications for the registration of 


trademarks, service marks, geographical indications and other marks of ownership. An 
alternative filing system, TM Online offers trademark applicants and agents accessibility 
and convenience in filing trademark applications with IP Philippines from any location, 
24 hours day, seven days a week. With Cristobal are Optical Media Board Chair Edu 
Manzano (right) and IP lawyer Ferdinand Negre (seated, left), who performed the 
ceremonial TM Online filing during the launch. 


RAUL LAMBINO, WHO SPEAR- 
heads the people's initiative to 
shift to the parliamentary form of 
government (I wonder where he 
gets the money for the newspaper 
ads of Sigaw ng Bayan), e-mailed 
me his April 23 press release. 

Lambino's views on the parlia- 
mentary system are inaccurate 
and outdated. 

His fellow constitutional com- 
missioner Rene Azurin had said 
that those proposing a parliamen- 
tary shift “do not tell the people 
that the fusion of executive and 
legislative powers—the distin- 
guishing feature of a parliamen- 
tary system—means that the 
same set of people who choose 
the programs of government, ap- 
propriate funds for these pro- 
grams and execute these pro- 
grams.” (By the way, I totally 
agree with Azurin—please see 
my Jan. 24 column.) 

Instead of meeting Azurin head 
on, Lambino says, “The coalition of 
executive and legislative powers 
under a parliamentary regime is 
precisely what we are after because 
it will eliminate gridlock not only in 
legislation, but also execution." 

The hundreds of bills approved 
by the House to change the names 
of schools, streets and esteros cause 
the gridlock. This logjam can be 
solved without changing the form 
of government. 

Lambino does not explain how 
a parliamentary system guaran- 
tees prompt execution of govern- 
ment plans. 

He goes on, "This dynamic qual- 
ity will ensure that new responsive 
and relevant legislation will be 
passed quickly, and prompt execu- 
tion is guaranteed.” Why should 
legislation be passed quickly? If a 
proposed law is new, responsive 
and relevant, it should be enacted 
slowly and deliberately—and with 
the help of the Senate. 

Then, Lambino tums ecstatic: 
“Once the prime minister and the 
Cabinet are performing inade- 
quately, their colleagues in parlia- 
ment may remove them. И and 
when the parliament is uncoopera- 
tive, then the prime minister may 
revamp parliament and call for new 
elections. Thisis how parliamentary 
systems work in dozens of highly 
successful and developed countries. 
"This is precisely the beauty of the 
parliamentary system that has been 
doing wonders for some of the 
world’s most progressive coun- 
tries—most of Europe, Japan, Aus- 
tralia, Canada, to name a few” 

If it is easy to get rid of a bad 
prime minister by means of the 
confidence vote, it is just as easy 
to get rid of a good one. 
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When the largest party does 
not hold a solid majority, a coali- 
tion is forged with smaller parties 
to gain control of parliament. In 
such a situation, the opposition 
may try to topple the government 
by a confidence vote. But when 
the ruling party commands a 
huge majority, such asin the Unit- 
ed Kingdom and Singapore today, 
the opposition will not even try to 
mount a confidence vote because 
icwill surely fail. 

The confidence vote has be- 
come less effective in toppling 
parliaments. Gone are the post 
World War II days when parlia- 
ments changed every few months, 
as in Italy and France. Today, be- 
cause of structural changes, in- 
cluding adopting certain aspects 
of the presidential system, parlia- 
ments have become more stable. 

In France, under the current 
Gaullist constitution, parliament 
сап oust the president. But the 
president can abolish parliament 
with a stroke of the pen. Because of 
this standoff, a confidence vote has 
not taken place in the last 40 years. 
In Japan, the ruling party was once 
sodominant that it stayed in power 
for 30 years. In Canada recently, a 
confidence vote, the first in 13 
years, toppled the government. In 
‘Australia, a confidence vote has 
mot been taken for some time. 
There has never been a confidence 
vote in Singapore where the oppo- 
sition now holds two lonely seats. 

Аз a way to change a parlia- 
mentary government, the confi- 
dence vote has become as diffi- 
cult, if not more so, as the im- 
peachment process in the presi- 
dential system. 

Lambino lumps all parliamen- 
tary systems into one mold, But 
there no two parliaments that are 
exactly alike. If 150 countries are 
under the parliamentary system, 
there are exactly 150 different 
versions of the system. 

Finally, Lambino says, “The 
system has served other ad- 
vanced countries well. There is 
по reason why we should deprive 
our people a highly progressive 
and more agreeable parliamen- 
tary system of government.” 

The parliamentary system may 
have served advanced countries 
well. But it has not helped at all 
the poor suffering nations around 
the world, particularly in Africa. 
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‘THE GOVERNMENT IS PROJECTING 
a 20 percent growth in its first quarter 
corporate income tax collection due 
largely to the recent increase in the tax 
level to 35 percent from 32 percent. 
‘According to an official of the De- 
partment of Finance, the increase in 
the corporate income tax level has so 
far been delivering the expected rev- 
enue gains for the government. The 
official, however, declined to give ab- 


DUBAI, UAE—EMIRATES AIRLINES 
wants to increase its flights between 
the United Arab Emirates and the 
Philippines to service growing pas- 
senger traffic. 

їп a press briefing here, Emirates 
senior vice president Richard Vaughn 
said additional flights between Mani- 
la and Dubai would be a welcome de- 
velopment, given that present flights 
were almost always fully booked. 

“We're keen on increasing frequen- 
cies to Manila,” said the official who is 
in charge of the airline's commercial 
operations in East Asia and Australasia. 

Emirates operates 10 fights a week 
between Dubai and Manila using Airbus 
А330 aircraft. The airline is entitled to 
five fights under a bilateral agreement 
with the government, and has leased 
five slots from Philippine Airlines under 
a code sharing arrangement. 

“There is nothing currently on the 
(negotiating) table, but relations 
with the Philippine government is on- 
going,” he said. 

“There are about 100,000 overseas 
Filipino workers based in the UAE—the 
third most popular destination for con- 
tract workers overseas. Most Filipinos 
work in either the service, construction 
or oil industries in Dubai or the emi- 
rates’ capital Abu Dhabi. 


solute figures, saying the numbers 
were still being finalized. 

The corporate income tax rate hike 
was one of the provisions of the Value 
‘Added Tax Reform Law, which pri- 
marily expanded the coverage of the 
system and raised the VAT rate from 
10to 12 percent. 

The expected 20-percent growth in 
collection was also attributed to high- 
er consumer spending that jacked up 


flights to 


corporate sales, and to inflation, 
which raised prices of commodities. 

Inflation stood at 7.6 percent in 
March, buoyed by the additional VAT 
and the escalating prices of oil in the. 
world market. 

In 2005, corporate income tax col- 
lected by the Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue reached P29 billion. This re- 
flected a 23-percent growth from the 


P23.5 billion in 2004. 


PRESENT flights to and from the Philippines almost always fully booked, says 


company official. 


‘The Emirates official pointed out 
that the airline does not operate in a 
traditional way during bilateral nego- 
tiations for air rights because the UAE 
maintains an open skies policy. This 
means that it cannot use landing 
rights as a negotiating tool vis-a-vis 
its counterparties which can fly into 
Dubai as often as they want. 

In contrast, Philippine offi- 
cials—egged on by a strong Philippine 
Airlines lobby—have zealously guarded 
the rights of local carriers to be protect- 
ed against foreign airlines, which they 
perceive to be preying on the weakness- 
es of the local air transportation system, 

Vaughn pointed out that the East 
Asian market was important for Emirates 
since the region provided the airline with 


one-third ofits annual revenue, 

During Wednesday's briefing, Emi- 
rates announced record revenues and 
profits for the fiscal year that ended 
last March, despite the spike in 
petroleum prices that has hurt many 
other airlines around the world. 

For the 2005-2006 fiscal year, the 
airline reported total revenues of 
$6.6 billion and a group net income 
of $762 million. 

"This is the 18th consecutive year 
of profit for the airline making it the 
second most profitable airline in the 
world,” Emirates chair and chief ex- 
‘ecutive Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al- 
Maktoum said in a briefing on the 
company's performance. Singapore 
Airlines is the most profitable, 
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Savings put in investments down 


More money 
deposited in 
banks or sent, 
spent abroad 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINES’ NATIONAL 
SAVINGS RATE IS increasing but 
the portion of savings placed in 
investments is dwindling. 

їп a speech during the recent 
national convention of local gov- 
erment units’ budget officers, 
‘Monetary Board member and for- 
mer Finance Secretary Juanita 
Amatong warned that the coun- 
try might be seeing the start of a 
capital flight. 

She noted that the national 
savings rate or the amount of in- 
come that was being saved ac- 
‘counted for 27.5 percent of gross 
domestic product in 2004 and 
27.8 percent in 2005. 

“This is very encouraging be- 
cause there was a time when our 
savings rate was much lower,” 
Amatong said. She, however, 
added that the portion of GDP 
that went to investments stood at 
only 17.1 percent in 2004 and 
15.7 percent in 2005. 

"While we as a nation have 
saved more, the amount of sav- 
ings put into investments was 
less," Amatong said. 

“The pertinent question is 
where were the savings going ifnot 
invested? The answer: They are ei- 
ther put in banks as deposits or 
kept under our beds or are sent 
abroad to be spend there or a com- 
bination ofthese,” Amatong said. 

"Our investments as a percent- 
age of GDP is low and that means 
that we are not investing enough in 
infrastructure or other projects to 
raise our capital stock,” she said. 

Taking a closer look at the fi 
mances of all LGUs excluding 
barangays, Amatong said the 
bulk of income was coming from. 
internal revenue allotment at 
about 65 percent in 2004 while 
locally generated income repre- 
sented only 32 percent. 

She said provinces were noted 
to be heavily dependent on IRA 
and other transfers from the na- 
tional government to the tune of 
82 percent, while locally generat- 
ed receipts accounted for only 15 
percent in 2004. 

For cities, the ratios were bet- 
ter because IRA and government 
transfers accounted for 44 per- 
cent while locally generated 
funds accounted for 52 percent. 

‘Municipalities were 78 percent 
dependent on government transfers 
and only 20 percent sel generating. 

“The only sustainable source of 
financing for local governments is 
locally ог internally generated ге- 
sources, It is, thus, important that 
this source of financing be carefully 
engineered, structured and admin- 
istered,” Amatong said. 


BROADCASTING FIRM GMA 
Network Inc.'s income in the first 
quarter dropped slightly to P362 
million from P400 million in the 
same period last year. 

‘The slight reduction was at- 
tributed to an industry-wide re- 
duction in advertising revenues. 

Consolidated gross revenues 
grew to P2.3 billion for the first. 
three months, 19 percent higher 
than its P1.9 billion in revenues 
for the same period last year. 

Operating expenses, however, 
jumped 43 percent to P1.3 billion 
in the first quarter, primarily due 
to higher production costs and in- 


All work and no pay 


LABOR DAY IS SUPPOSED TO BE 
a day in celebration of workers 
worldwide—unless you happen 
to be a worker who can't find а 
job. If you don't need a job or are 
not looking for one, that's fine; 
you're not counted as a member 
ofthe labor force. 

1f youre working but your job 
isn't quite enough to meet your 
needs, then you wouldnt be in 
much of a celebrating mood either. 
You would be what the statistics re- 
ferto as being underemployed. 
Rising incidence 

"What is most disturbing about 
the most recent employment statis- 
tics is that there has been a dramat- 
іс rise in the proportion of our 
workers who are underemployed. 
‘Their number has jumped by close 
to 2 million, from 5.1 million last 
year to 6.9 million as of last count 
(January 2006). As a percentage of 
total employed workers, they had 
gone up from 16.1 to 21.3 percent. 

‘This puts a major damper on the 
seemingly good news that the un- 
employment rate had dropped 
from 11.3 percent last year to 10.7 
percent this year. The number of 
jobs may have increased, but the 
‘quality of those jobs had gotten 
worse—much worse, in fact. Well 
say more on job quality below. 


Part time work 

There are two kinds of under- 
employed workers: Those who 
are visibly underemployed and 
those who are invisibly so. The 
visibly underemployed are not 
working a full 40 hours a week or 
8 hours a day, or working only 
part time and wanting to work 
more if possible. But some may 
already be working full time but 
want, or need, more work. Their 
full time jobs may not be enough 
to make ends meet for their fami- 
lies. Of course, some full-time 
workers may want more work not 
because they cannot make ends 
meet, but because they want 


No FREE 
LUNCH 


Cielito Е 
Habito 


making ends meet. 


Unpaid work 


creased salaries. 


The network is producing an- 
other primetime “telefantasya,” 
Captain Barbell, and is currently 
airing a primetime program, Ma- 


jika. 


something better than simply 


‘The bad news is that visible un- 
deremployment has been steadily 
rising over the years. In 1997, a lit- 
tle less than half of the total under- 
employed (2.8 million out of 5.8 
million) were only working part 
time. In 2002, this share was up to 
two-thirds (3.3 million out of 51 
million). Now, over 4 million Fil 
ipino workers are visibly underem- 
ployed, making up about three out 
of five of the total underemployed. 
What this simply means is that a lot 
of the new jobs are really part time 
and seasonal jobs, much of it (Le. 
about half) in the farm sector. 


A closer look at the published 
statistics tells us what's really going 
оп. There were 750,000 new jobs 
created between January 2005 
and January 2006, according to 
data from the National Statistics 
Office. There are at least two 
things that are disturbing about 
this statistic. First, about a million 
new workers join our labor force 
every year, which means the new 
jobs created failed to even catch up 
with the new job-seekers. 

Second, of the 750,000 new 
jobs created, more than half 
(389,000 or 52 percent) were in 
the form of unpaid family work- 
ers. Only 98,000 new wage-pay- 
ing jobs were generated, while the 
self-employed took up the rest. In 
contrast, just a year before, un- 
paid family work made up only 42 
percent of the new jobs created. 
What good are new jobs, whether 
full-time or part-time, if they don't 
pay the worker anything? To mur- 


GMA 01 income down to P362M 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


Earnings before interest, taxes, 
depreciation, and amortization 
(Ebitda) rose 2 percent to P786 
million for the first three months. 

Despite the industry chal- 
lenges, GMA 7 managed to grab 
top spot in the ratings game. 

As of March this year, GMA 7 
has maintained its lead in both 
Metro Manila and Mega Manila 
‘TV ratings, including the highly 
contested primetime block. 

Data from AGBNMR placed 


der an old saying, all work and no 
pay makes Juan dirt poor. 
Getting serious 

Al this is happening while the 
economy is supposedly growing 
at more than 5 percent. Clearly, 
our economy is not growing the 
right way We need the jobs 
where the jobless are. It was quite 
an insult when someone in gov- 
ernment recently declared that 
the reason there's so much unem- 
ployment is that Filipino workers 
are too choosy. Surely, trained 
schoolteachers who settle for do- 
mestic jobs abroad or even here 
at home (I know at least one my- 
self) are not being choosy. 

On the contrary, the reason 
theres so much unemployment 
and underemployment is that the 
strategies to achieve growth in 
GDP and to achieve growth in 
jobs are not integrated together, 
asif these were two separate con- 
‘cerns. We produce growth by fos- 
tering high-visibility enterprises 
that give few jobs, and then pro- 
duce jobs by paying thousands of 
people to wear blue shirts with 
someone's name and pretend to 
keep the highways clean. What 
about getting serious about the 
sector that accounts for 12 mil- 
lion jobs, and could easily ac- 
count for so much more—the 
agriculture sector? What about 
having hundreds of millions of 
pesos meant for fertilizers really 
spent for fertilizers, for example? 

1 realize workers, and more es- 
pecially involuntary non-work- 
ers, don’t have much to celebrate 
about—but happy Labor Day, 
nonetheless. 


Fuchsia, not fuschia 

1 misspelled the word “fuchsia” 
Jast week, but Il bet a few of you 
even noticed. If so few of us can re- 
ally spell fuchsia properly how can 
you fault Erap for preferring red? 

Comments welcome at 
chabito@ateneo.edu 


GMA 75 rating at 18.3 percent, 
versus 13.1 percent for rival ABS- 
CBN Broadcasting Corp. 

АСВММА data also showed that 
аз of March this year, 21 of the top 
30TV programs were from GMA 7, 
including the top six slots. 

GMA 7 also expanded its lead 
in the primetime block last 
March, posting an average rating 
of 26.1 percent against its rival's 
20.6 percent. 

Its free QTV Channel 11 also 
maintained its hold on the num- 
ber three spot as of March. 

Оп regional programming, the 
company continues its aggressive 
promotions in key cities, includ- 
ing Cebu, Davao and lloilo. 


Smart sets rates for 3G service launch 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE COUNTRYS LARGEST WIRELESS 
network will officially launch commercial op- 
erations of its third-generation (3G) mobile 
phone network after offering free video call- 
ing and video streaming services for two 
months. 

In a statement, Smart Communications 
Inc. said the service would include “new and 
expanded" 3G service offerings, wl 
supported by an extensive nationwide net- 
work ready for High Speed Downlink Packet 
Access (HSDPA) technology. 

“starting May 1, Smart postpaid and pre- 
paid subscribers with 3G-capable handsets 
will enjoy enhanced applications and exten- 
sive rich media content on a commercial ba- 
sis," the company said. “These include live TV 
streaming of two major television networks 
and 3G downloads of full music tracks and 

leo clips." 

Under the introductory pricing scheme that 
would take effect today, Smart 3G rates were. 
aligned with existing second-generation rates, 
‘while some services will remain free of charge. 

For video calling, Smart-to-Smart local 3G 
video calls remain free of charge. Smart's 3G 
‘customers can also make international video 
calls for the price of a regular IDD call at 
$0.40 a minute to eight 3G operators in six 
countries. 

iclude NTT DoCoMo in Japan, CSL, 

and Hutchison in Hong Kong, 
Starhub in Singapore, Chunghwa in Taiwan, 
Vodafone in Germany and Mobilkom in Aus- 
ша. 

Meanwhile, video calling on international 
roaming will remain the same as internation- 
al roaming voice rates for both outbound and 
inbound roamers. 

For Video and audio streaming, all Smart 


3G video and audio streaming applica- 
tions—including live TV viewing—will be 
charged a P15 access fee for every 30 minutes 
based on running time that starts when a sub- 
scriber clicks on a streaming link regardless of 
the number of videos viewed. 

Aside from the access charge, there will be 
a separate fee for content. 

Smart 3G subscribers can watch GMA 7 
and ABS-CBN 2 live via video streaming. Sub- 
scription fee for each network is P20 a day. 3G 
streaming of audio and video clips will be 
charged P5 a hit. 

However, streaming of movie trailers, live 
traffic and summer hotspots cameras and mu- 
sic videos will be free of charge. 

For Multimedia Messaging or MMS, rates 
across all Smart subscribers have been set at 
P1 a message for Smart-to-Smart messages 
and P2 an MMS for Smart to other operators. 
‘The previous rate for MMS was P5 a send. 

For Internet browsing and WAP browsing 
using GPRS and 3G, the rate will be set at P10 
for every 30 minutes, regardless of the file 
size downloaded. 

The charge applies to browsing Internet 
sites outside of the free Smart WAP site 
whether connected via GPRS or 3G. 

For downloading Smart 3G content such as 
video clips, ringtones, visual ringers, and 
games, the introductory rates range from P20 
for a video clip download to P50 for a full mu- 

ic track and a premium gam 

Downloading of preview clips will be free 
of charge. 

For postpaid subscribers, all introductory 3G 
rates are part of their consumable plans. Corpo- 
rate accounts have the option to use the intro- 
ductory pricing or retain their current data con- 
sumption rate based on their contracts. 

‘Smart currently has approximately 250,000 
subscribers with 3G-capable handsets. 


Cocktales 


From page B3 


fice, or in Pasay City, the stated office ad- 
dress/residence of Saludo in his community tax 
certificate. 

The CA decision prompted Supreme Court. 
Justice Romeo Callejo Sr. to give an extended 
lecture to CA Justices Renato Dacudao (the 
ponente), Gorardo Jacinto and Rodrigo Cosi- 
o on the distinction between residence and 
domicile. 

“А man can have but one domicile for one 
and the same purpose at any time, but he may 
have numerous places of residence," Callejo 
said, adding that the CA justices had cited the 
wrong jurisprudence for their wrong-venue 
ruling. 

"Absent any evidence to the contrary, he 

(Saludo) is deemed to possess the qualifica- 
tions of the said position (congressman of 
‘Southern Leyte), ineluding that he was a resi- 
dent therein” at the time of the filing of the 
case. 
Tt is not clear whether Amex would still ap- 
peal the decision to the Supreme Court en banc, 
but Callejo belongs to the First Division, chaired 
by no less than Chief Justice Artemio Pangani- 
ап, who concurred in Callejo's decision. 


Heard through the grapevine 
MALABON Vice Mayor Arnold Vicencio has 
been slapped with a "dead-beat dad" suit by 
his former wife Ardel Dionisio for his alleged 
failure to provide P5,000 monthly support for 
their minor child, despite a 2003 court order 
from Malabon RTC Judge Emmanuel Laurea. 

(Email: cocktales_pdi@pldtdslnet or cock- 
tales_pdi@yahoo.com) 
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Mindanao 
fisheries 
sector up 


DAVAO CITY—MINDANAO'S FISHERIES 
sector grew 3.83 percent in 2005, according 
to data from the Mindanao Economic Devel- 
‘opment Council 

Medco data showed that the island's fish 
production in 2005 reached 1,763.1 metric 
tons, up from 1,698 metric tons the previous 
year. 

‘Medco said aquaculture production posted 
the biggest increase of 6.7 percent from 765.9 
metric tons in 2004 to 817.3 metric tons in 
2005. 

‘Among the regions, Western Mindanao 
covering Zamboanga, Pagadian and Dipolog 
cities posted the biggest increase of 11.45 per- 
cent, followed by the Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) at 5.82 percent. 

Medco said the double-digit increase in 
commercial and aquaculture production trig- 
gered the impressive growth of the economy 
of Western Min danao. 

Central Mindanao, meanwhile, covering 
Cotabato and General Santos cities, regis- 
tered the biggest decline of 11.93 percent be- 
cause of the cut in commercial fish produc- 
tion. 

As this developed, Medco said Mindanao's 
share in the country's poultry production also 
increased to 20.45 percent in 2005. 

From 231,512 metric tons in 2004, the is- 
land's chicken production rose to 241,429 
metric tons. 

"The upward trend in the chicken produc- 
tion pulled the overall poultry production in 
Mindanao to a positive growth rate of 3.49 
percent higher than the 1.38 national 
growth rate in poultry production,” Medco 
said. 

Southern Mindanao and Northem Min- 
danao were the biggest contributors in the is- 
land's growth in poultry production at 21.91 
percent and 13.10 percent, respectively. 

But Medco noted that while chicken pro- 
duction continued to be in the uptrend, duck 
production in the island declined by 8.93 per- 
cent. Judy Quiros, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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IP YOU STILL BELIEVE IN THE 
saying "there is no such thing аза 
free lunch" then you certainly 
have missed the thrills and sur- 
prises during the Pana MediaFest. 
‘Organized by the Philippine Asso- 
ciation of National Advertisers 
(Pana) in cooperation with the 
Kapisanan ng mga Brodkaster ng 
Pilipinas (KBP) – Radio Sector 
and the United Print Media Group 
(UPMG), this 2-day event was the 
first ofits kind in the Philippines. 
It was primarily structured to help 
advertisers boost their marketing 
plans in these trying times by 
helping them re-discover the pow- 
erof radio and print. 

‘This 2-day event was held last 
April 20 — 21, at the ground floor 
of the Makati Stock Exchange 
Building. It was attended by more 
than a thousand people coming 
from both Pana and Non-Pana 
member companies, KBP and UP- 
MG member companies, allied as- 
sociations such as ААЗ, and by stu- 
dents and the academe. 

The first day of the event com- 
тепсей with a mass sponsored by 


ITS SUMMERTIME, AND MOST 
‘warm-bodied guys and gals wil sure- 
ly trek to popular vacation spots. But 
then again, there are those who prefer 
1o enjoy their sweet time in solitude, 
completely attuned to their inner 
selves and are totally comfortable 
with hushed surroundings. With their 
digital devices infront of them, its not 
а problem being alone, especialy if 
you're armed with a laptop thats de- 
‘Signed to give users more time to take 
pleasure in Мез simple joys. 

"This is exactly what Acer, one of 
the world’s leading manufacturers 
of laptops, desktop computers and 
other digital devices have in mind as 
they introduced to the market their 
latest laptop models. Take the Aspire 
5562WXMi, for example. Armed 
with the revolutionary Intel Centri- 
по Technology that boasts of the 
Core Duo processor for ultra-fast da- 
ta processing, superb multi-tasking 
capabilities, extended connectivity 
and power saving features, every- 
thing that every cyberwarrlor needs 
in his laptop is practically there. 

With a wide 14.l-inch WXGA 


КВР Itwas then followed by a rib- 
bon-cutting ceremony done by the 
presidents of the three organizing 
bodies — Blen Fernando (Pana), 
Butch Canoy (KBP) and Pepito 
Olarte (UPMG). They also gave 
their individual welcome remarks 
to the members of the three orga- 
nizations right after, to formally 
open the event. 

Day one showcased an educa- 
tional talk sponsored by KBP The 
talk was primarily centered on the 
“Role of Radio in the Advertising 
Media Mix" and was facilitated by 
Jun Nicdao — president of the 
Manila Broadcasting Company 
and chair of KBP 

Day two gave its equal share of 
educational talks sponsored by 
'UPMG. These talks were primarily 
centered on the power of print 
and why advertisers should go for 
it. Print and advertising authori- 
ties were invited to share their 
craft with the very enthusiastic 
public. Such authorities were 
Gabby Libby — VP for IT and pre- 
press of the Philippine Daily In- 
quirer who talked about “The 


Acer gives you more time to enjoy summer 


viewing, and backed up by an ATI 
Mobility RADEON X1400 with up 
10 512МЬ HyperMemory, enjoying 
games, listening to music and 
Watching videos, viewing photos, 
surfing the Net, or watching their 
favorite movies whether at the 
comfort of their homes, by the pool 
side, at the neighborhood coffee 
shop, or just about anywhere, 
would still be a truly spectacular 
and blissful viewing experience. 
But that doesn't end there be- 
cause the Aspire 5562WXMi of- 
fers more. It has one-touch access 
to most applications through its 
innovative 
Technology 
users can easily access certain ap- 
plications through a single but- 
ton, the Acer Signal Up Technolo- 
Еу that increases signal strength 
up to a whopping 40 percent 
whenever you're surfing the In- 
ternet either out of the home or 
office, and more importantly, the 
Acer Aspire 5562SWXMi has the 
Sx DVD Double Layer drive, 
where one can record up to 8.5 
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Guimaras mangoes’ prospects turning sour 


Production problems top list of industry’s woes; mango congress set 


By Ma. Diosa Labiste 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—THE WOES OF THE 
local mango industry could turn it sour. 

Saying that their claim to fame of hav- 
ing the sweetest and pest-free mangoes is 
not enough, agriculture officials and man- 
go growers in Guimaras and Iloilo are 
now looking at ways to improve produc- 
tion volume to meet demand. 

Iloilo used to be among the top four 
producers of the country, but it has slid 
to 8th place. 

‘Guimaras is the only source of Philippine 
mangoes exported to the United States, but 


is not on the list of top mango producers. 

Pangasinan is the top producer of 
mangoes in the country at 300,000 
metrictons a year. 

Пойо only produces 30,000 metric 
tons of mangoes a year. 

lloilo mangoes are produced mainly 
by small farmers. It was only recently 
that mango plantations started being 
developed, mostly in northern Iloilo. 

In the southern part of the provinces 
where the soil and climate are suitable for 
mango growing, mango producers rely on. 
small farmers with one or two trees each. 

Guimaras production is only between 
10,000 to 11,000 metric tons a year, but 


the province is the envy of Iloilo because. 
its mangoes meet the standards of the 
United States and Australia. 

Last year, Guimaras exported to the 
United States and Australia some 500 met- 
тіс tons valued at P38 to P40 a kilo, up 
from 311 metric tons at P28 a kilo in 2004. 

Guimaras mangoes sell for $2 each in 
the United States. 

‘The Philippines total export of fresh 
and processed mangoes in 2005 totaled 
$36 million, of which $26 million came 
from the sale of fresh mangoes. 

The major markets for mangoes in- 
dude the United States, Japan, Singa- 
pore, Hong Kong, South Korea and China. 


MONDAY, MAY 1,2006 


Tn anticipation of further growth in de- 
mand, agriculture officials in Guimaras 
are now working to increase production. 

Representatives from the lloilo Mango 
Growers Cooperative (IMGC) said the 
challenge was how to expand the com- 
bine 2,300 hectares planted to mangoes 
to meet the foreign demand. 

‘The 32-member cooperative was orga- 
nized only last year in an attempt to solve. 
problems of the industry, said IMGC board 
director Wilfredo Telarma. 

‘The problems and opportunities in the 
country’s mango industry will be dis- 
cussed during the eighth National Mango 
Congress from May 17 to 19 here. 


PUERTO PRINCESA СІТҮ—ТНІЅ 
city prides itself in being the cleanest 
and greenest in the country. But it may 
well also be one of the noisiest be- 
cause ofits tricycles. 

‘The tricycles with unique, larger-than- 
usual designs are intended to transport 
not just people, but cargo, too. 

They are fitted with sidecars with 
shelves at the front and back sections. 
toload produce. 

The windshield is wide and the 
sidecar is roomy to accommodate 
more cargo or passengers. 

Аз of 2005, there were about 4,000 
tricycles in Puerto Princesa's poblacion. 

Each tricycle measures 1.6 meters 
in height, 1.8 meters in width, and al- 
most 2 meters in length. 

The tricycles are generally not road- 
‘worthy in design because the large side- 
cars are relatively unstable, most en- 
gines are old and poorly maintained. 

They therefore take more effort to 
operate, and make more noise than 
their newer counterparts, reaching 
90-97 decibels (dB). 

Studies suggest prolonged expo- 
sure to noise levels at or above 80 dB. 
can cause deafness. 

But instead of decreasing, the num- 
ber of tricycles has increased, and ex- 
pected to further increase, due to grow- 
ing demand and population growth. 


Puerto Princesa battles air, noise pollution 


THE UNIQUE tricycles are good and bad for Puerto Princesa. 


‘To address the problem, Mayor Ed- 
ward Hagedorn implemented a color- 
coding scheme for tricycles. 

This effectively cut by half the num- 
ber of tricycles plying the city streets, 
thereby reducing air pollution. 

“It's an embarrassment to be pro- 
moting the city as environment- 
friendly when there was so much air 
pollution. So we had to make a very 
drastic move ... traffic was immediate- 
ly reduced,” Hagedorn said during а 
recent interview. 

But it has not been enough. 

The scheme did not address other 
problems, like poor tricycle mainte- 
nance and providing drivers with al- 


ternative livelihood in a city with a 14- 
percent unemployment rate. 

Most tricycle drivers аге low-in- 
come earners. 

‘A 2003 survey conducted by the 
Asian Development Bank found that 
70 percent of the drivers do not prop- 
erly maintain their tricycles. 

They only eam a daily net income of 
between P100 and P150, or less than $3. 

‘Tricycle-driving is a popular means 
of living here since it does not require 
much skill 

The ADB study also found that the 
road network was mostly made up of 
narrow streets and is not expanding. 

‘Thus, all directions point to an in- 


crease in demand for tricycles. This, de- 
spite the hazards they pose on the 
streets. But there is hope for the city’s air 
pollution problem when it launched late 
last year an Air and Noise Pollution Re- 
duction Strategies Project from а 
$240,000-ADB grant. 

‘The project will reduce air pollution 
from tricycles by the third quarter this 
year and provide more teeth to the en- 
forcement of air pollution laws. 

Half of the fund will go to a Tricycle 
‘Multi-Purpose Fund to help operators 
upgrade their engines from two. 
stroke to four-stroke engines or to ex- 
plore other means of livelihood. 

Drivers will be trained on proper 
maintenance of the tricycles. 

The city’s enforcement and moni- 
toring of its Clean Air Act laws will al- 
so be strengthened, especially for 
roadside emission monitoring and in 
catching smoke belchers. 

Registration of engines in operation. 
for over 15 years will also be restricted. 

The grant came from the ADB's 
Poverty and Environment Program, 
and will also tackle the environmental 
and the underlying social issues sur- 
rounding the tricycle sector. 

‘The lessons leamed from the project 
willbe the basis їп formulating and repli- 
cating strategies in other cities with simi- 
lar air and noise pollution problems. 


People, Eventsc? Products 


spired. 


packs the punch. 


Acer Empowering 


software, where mobility that this 


2,000 songs. If you have plans to 
make your own home movie with 
the family or friends, or upgrade 
your collection of songs and pho- 
to compilation throughout the 
summer, this little baby truly 


‘Overall, the Acer Aspire SS62WX- 
мї offers other remarkable elements, 
like the Hyper Memory technology 
for faster speeds and low power con- 
sumption, and Carbon-Fiber casing e 
for 8 times more durability and 
toughness that’s designed for the 
rugged user, and a host of other as- 
tonishing features. However, bonom- 
line isthe ultimate convenience and 


Print Advertising Process"; Her- 
mie De Leon - managing director 
of MediaWise who talked about 
“What Print Can Deliver for 
Clients”, Lizelle Maralag - manag- 
ing director of Starcom Mediavest 
Group Philippines Inc who talked 
about “The Power or Unique Prop- 
erties of Print" and David Guer- 
rero - chief creative officer of BB- 
DO/ Guerrero Ortega who enticed 
the crowd with the creative side of 
print advertising. 
rare gathering of such brilliant 
minds, organizers were forced to 
stretch the limits of the lecture 
area and allow standing room just. 
to accommodate ай those who ea- 
gerly came to listen and be in- 


Because of this 


Aside from the outstanding 
line-up of educational talks, the 
event also showcased some 82 
participating KBP member net- 
‘works and UPMG member com- 
panies who were all given the op- 
portunity to exhibit their products 
and services to the people who at- 
tended. The Manila Broadcasting 
Company, for example, attracted 


е, 


baby brings, 


whether viewing mulkimedia data ог 
simply surfing the Intemet, аз one 
whiles away the summer 

So if you're looking for that ulti- 
mate laptop that's packed with fea- 
tures that others can only dream 
about and at the same time trans- 
lates to real value for money 
which other laptop brands cannot 
really offer, then the Acer Aspire 
5562WXMI is for you, as it gives 


crowds of people with their 
“Radyo Roleta” games. Dream 
FM, on the other hand, drew at- 
traction through the futuristic 
form and content of their booth, 
highlighted by the very slim and 
pretry dancing girls in pink. The 
booths of ABS-CBN Publishing 
and Philippine Daily Inquirer also 
attracted a huge number of visi- 
tors because of the numerous free- 
bies being given out, e.g., glossy 
magazines and cuddly Guyito 
stuffed toys. Atlas Publishing 
brought i a number of celebrities 
and gorgeous ramp models who 
consistently entertained the pub- 
lic throughout the entire event. 
These are just some of the hap- 


THE HARD-WORKING staff oft 


media trade fare was free! 
The 2006 Pana officers 


0 


penings that took place during the 
2 days of the highly successful 
Pana MediaFest. All attendees left 
the venue premises with smiles on 
their faces. Aside from being en- 
lightened by the lectures of the in- 
vited speakers, they also left with 
bags full of free souvenirs irems. 
And best of all, admission to the 


board of directors would like to 
thank all those who helped make 
this event a huge success: the KBP 
and UPMG officers, their secretari- 
at and exhibitors for participating 
їп this 2-day media trade fair and 
for providing the much-needed ad- 
vertising airtime and printspace in MediaFest! 


ТЕ ад 


Pana MediaFest: A huge success! 


THE PRESIDENTS of the three organizing bodies: Butch Canoy (KBP), Blen Fernando (Pana) and Pepito Olarte (UP- 
мб) during the ribbon cutting ceremony. 


order to promote the event; the 
speakers who found time to share 
their knowledge about the power 
of radio and print in spite of their 
very busy schedules; the TBWA 
management and staff for concep- 
tualizing and executing the eye- 
catching creative materials for the 
Pana MediaFest; the generous food 
and beverage sponsors who pro- 
vided free-flowing food and drinks 
to all participants; the hard-work- 
ing Pana secretariat, headed by 
their executive director Digna San- 
tos, who made sure that everything 
‘was A-OK, and to all those who 
came and participated in this 2-day 
event. See you all at the next Pana 


and 


the Pana secretariat. From left are: Ernel Getigan, lan Salita, Aileen Lucero, Pana ex- 


ecutive director Digna Santos, Pana president Bien Fernando, Annette Dizon, Mia Espiritu, Rey Jaucian, Willam 


olr LCD илә зай бе ӨШ Camus and Pana treasurer Bobby Banaag. 


Vista that allows for multigrid 


gigabytes of data, equivalent to 4 


you more time-and reason-to en- 
hours of video or store more than 


joy the summer. 
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FOR SEVERAL SHOPPING SEA- 
sons now, the Mecca of unbeliev- 
ably cheap items in Divisoria and 
similar establishments all over 
the country have been blamed for 
reducing the bottom-line of big- 
time retailers by as much as 20 
percent. 

If allowed to fester, the multi- 
pronged problem is also bound to 
affect legitimate manufacturers 
and threaten the livelihood of Fil- 
ipinos well beyond the confines 
of well-lit and air-conditioned 
malls and department stores. For 
a country with a consumption-led 
economy, the current situation is, 
indeed, a cause for concern. 

Because of the depressed situa- 
tion, a number of mall owners 
have begun to expand their oper- 
ations overseas. SM, for one, now 
operates several malls in China, 
while the Ayala group is report- 
edly eyeing Indonesia. 

But according to Samie Lim, 
retired chair of the Philippine Re- 
tailers Association and president 
of Blims Furniture, the 168 Mall 
in Divisoria and its ilk are just 
symptoms of a bigger problem 
spawned by mall operators them- 
selves. 

Because of the seeming gravity 
of the problem, PRA has enlisted 
the help of the Employers Con- 
federation of the Philippines and 
the Philippine Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry, to which it is 
affliated. 

‘To complicate the situation, а 
hard-up public seems to welcome 
the influx of cheap goods found 
in numerous tiangge (small, itin- 
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‘Tiangge’ problem may be mall owners’ creation 


Suspicions raised that some items sold cheaply are used 


erant stores) and flea markets, 
never mind if they end up spend- 
ing more in the long run since 
some of these products are of sub- 
standard quality. 

"The problem's history dates 
back to 10 years with the intro- 
duction of the tiangge,” says Lim. 
“In their quest for more income, 
mall owners have unwittingly 
created а Frankenstein that 
threatens the viability of their 
bigger legitimate tenants.” 

in an ironic twist, part of the 
lease of bigger tenants such as 
Penshoppe, Cinderella and Bench 
pay go to common areas, which, 
in turn, mall owners rent out to 
tiangge operators. 

Not paying the right amount 
of taxes is just one of their al- 
еей transgressions. These 
small-time merchants pay a fixed 
amount while the tenants with 
specific spaces to maintain and 
Promote, pay a percentage of 
their gross sales (as much as 
three percent) to malls where 
they do business on top of their 
monthly lease. 

Legitimate tenants have no 
way to evade such deductions 
since their cash registers are 
linked to a mall's version of Big. 
Brother—an all-seeing, all-know- 
ing super computer. 

“There's a valid reason why 
mall owners are charging us that 
much,” says Malou de Venecia, 
marketing and communications 
director of Cinderella Marketing 
Corp. “They have bigger over- 
heads. They also promote and 
market their malls, which in turn 
bring in potential shoppers. Still, 
we can't help but feel that the sit- 


SFT 


for smuggling 


IT DIDN'T take long for some enterprising individuals to put up air-conditioned buildings with small 
spaces to rent out at rock-bottom rates. 


uation isa bit unfair” 

‘They may seem almost invisi- 
ble next to the likes of Penshoppe 
and Bench, but smalltime is 
hardly the word to describe peo- 
ple behind these tiangge, says 
Lim. Aware that there's strength 
in numbers and emboldened by 
concessions they get from major 
players such as SM, Robinson’s 
and Ayala, tiangge owners have 
formed groups. 

The tiangge’s entry seemed in- 
mocuous enough in the beginning. 

“Ie began as harmless lifestyle 
projects such as photo and саг 
hibits,” he said. "Some enterpri: 
ing mall people saw that there's 
money in renting out unused 
common areas. As they got greed- 


ier, they started charging owners 
oftiangge higher rentals." 

Owners of tiangge, in turn, saw 
that they could get better deals 
arid cheaper rents in places such 
as Baclaran, Quiapo, Greenhills 
and, yes, Divisoria if they group 
together. 

1с didn't take long for some en- 
terprising individuals to invest on 
air-conditioned buildings with 
small spaces to rent out to tiangge 
operators at rock-bottom rates. 
Thus, the likes of 168 was born. 


Not just in Manila 

"It may not be as fancy and as 
spacious as some malls are,” says 
Lim, “but the place is well-lit, 
dean, air-conditioned and best of 


State of RP’s economy, 
according to Divisoria 


By Christopher Aquino, 
Precious Azul, Mark 
Christopher Babor, Jayson 
Орейа, Anne Therese Salgado 
Contributors 


ONE NEED NOT INTERVIEW AN 
economist to understand what is 
happening with the Philippine 
‘economy. One only needs to walk 
the streets of Divisoria, prowl its 
shops, observe, talk to the people 
and their stories will tell you the 
state of the local economy. 

People from all walks of life 
shop in Divisoria—from the 
ladies of Forbes Park to the squat- 
ters of Manila. 


For 25 years, Corazon Jacinto, | 


49, separated, has been a veg- 
etable vendor along the busy 
streets of Divisoria. She claims 
that her daily income now is 
much lower than in the past 
years. 

“The inflow of sales is too slow 
these days,” she admits. 

She also says that unlike years 
ago when shecould give her five 
children with their whims, her in- 
come today is just enough for 
their basic needs. 

‘There is not much money left 
for extras. 

Divisoria, dubbed as the moth- 
er of all markets in Manila, has 
been busy all these years. It is a 
shopping haven for people from 
all walks of life. 

‘This is the center of all trade, 
from dry to wet goods. You name 
it, Divisoria has it. 

As long as you are not particu- 
lar about the smell and frenzied 
atmosphere of the place, you can 
find good bargains. 

‘As long as you are alert for 
pick-pockets and snatchers, you 
‘will not lose your money. 

As long as you can negotiate 
the traffic and maneuver in the 
jam-packed humanity you will 
‘survive. 

And, the main reason thou- 
sands of Filipinos keep coming 
back to Divisoria is it offers goods 
at rock-bottom prices. 

“I came from Sampaloc, 
Metro Manila. 1 prefer to buy 
here in Divisoria because the 
prices are about 50 percent 
cheaper than in Sampaloc,” says 
Crisencia Salas, a Divisoria 
shopper, in Filipino, 

Rose Guinoo, a sewer, agrees. 


‘SE 


PEOPLE Кот ай walks of life shop at Divisoria, making it a barometer 


of how well businesses are doing. 


“This is where I buy linen be- 
cause Ican get it only for P80-P90 
yard compared to P150 per yard 
in other stores,” she says. 

Divisoria vendors quote whole- 
sale prices because they usually 
sell products in bulk. 

But people can still choose to 
buy just one piece and still get a 
very good deal. 

Though people can get just 
about anything at the lowest 
price in Divisoria, store owners 
and workers come to the same 
conclusion: Sales are declining. 

Jacinto says he now earns only 
P1,000 a day from selling vegeta- 
bles, compared to as much as 
P5,000 a day afew years ago. 

"To think that the cost of living 
was lower before," she adds. 

She also says that years ago, 
those who started selling at 2 am, 
got back their capital by 7 am. 

"These days, she is only able to 
dose her shop for the day by 
noon. 

“It’s because these days, there 
seems to be more vendors than 
buyers,” she says. 

For her, competition is very 
stiff in Divisoria these days, 

"The number of people who 
want to put businesses here is 
growing largely because they 
think that business here is good," 
she says, "Everybody wants to 
eara living.” 

The vendors believe that 


poverty is the root of their prob- 
lem with declining sales. 

“People don't have enough 
money to spend for our goods," 
Jaime Latigay a clothing shop 
sales boy says. 

And because of poverty, the 
Divisoria people observe that 
buyers resort to buying in retail. 
According to them, people are 
more practical now. 

Most of the customers look for 
ways to stretch their peso. 

Merinda Araullo, grocery 
store owner, says that customers 
are into buying in economy packs 
or sachets. 

“Shampoos in sachets, laundry 
and bath soaps in small packs and 
vinegars and soy sauce in tetra 
packs sell well these days,” she 
says. 

Maria Palacio, an onion and 
garlic wholesaler, says her cus- 
tomers now prefer the "rejects" 
because these are cheaper than 
the first class onions. 

The same story was shared by 
Anne, who sells souvenirs. 

She says that from 1995-2000 
her store earned about P1,000 а 
day. 

Those days are gone. 

“There wasa time when we di 
not have any sales for the day" 
she adds. 

Duran, a saleslady in an 
electronics shop, says the store 
was not spared from declining 


sales. 

The electronics shop used to 
post P100,000-P150,000 a day in 
Sales. 

Today, it's down to to P15,000- 
?30,000a day. 

“Jt ай started when the Value 
Added Tax was implemented,” 
she says. 

She adds that the owners have 
no choice but to increase the 
prices of their products. 

Because of higher prices, fewer 
people go to their stores, thus, 
sales started to decline. 

Her boss was forced to close 
two of the three branches, Кеер- 
ing just the one in Divisoria. 

lydia Sandigan of Quezon 
Province, a frequent buyer in Di- 
visoria, admits that she used to go 
то Divisoria twice a month. 

Now, she only makes the trip 
from Quezon once a month. 

There's no reason to go more 
than once because her store in 
Quezon is not doing that well ei- 
ther because of her customers’ 
weaker purchasing power. 

Noticeably, imitations of 
branded clothes, footwear, bags, 
accessories and other items that 
flood the streets of Divisoria are 
in demand 

*1 like it because it's cheap and 
it looks just like the original,” 
Warren Adille, student, says. 

Customers always look for sub- 
stitutes to regular goods, all in 
the name of lower prices. 

“Pirated CDs and -DVDs sell 
more because these are cheaper 
than the original ones," he says. 

November and December are 
the peak months for sales in Di 
soria. 

‘The summer months are the 
weakest. 

“The only products that sell are 
the summer outfits—beach 
tires, beach walks and shades,” 
says Ricky Manalo, a sales boy. 

Clothes that are comfortable to 
wear this summer like sandos and 
shorts are selling well at P35- 
P100 each. 

Toward June, sales of school 
supplies, such as ball pens, pen- 
cils, papers, notebooks and bags 
sell well in Divisoria. 

Prices may go up and down but 
one thing is constant: Divisoria 
will remain a key economic indi- 
cator of the health of the Philip- 
pine economy. 


all charges much lower rates than 
malls do.” 

The phenomenon called 168 
isn't confined to Metro Manila 
Ies replicated in other parts of the 
country such as Davao and Cebu, 
Lim adds. 

‘Apart from encroaching on the 
turf of big-time retailers, some of. 
these fly-by-night entrepreneurs 
are also displacing Filipino work- 
ers, as not a few of them are from’ 
mainland China. If they do em- 
ploy Filipinos, most of them are 
reportedly paid below-minimum 
wages. And most of the earnings 
of these foreigners go back to 
their countries. 

Аз to how stores at 168 and 
similar establishments are able to 


IN THIS SEASON OF ANNUAL 
stockholders meetings, some 
corporations do not have a free 
hand in deciding on the composi- 
tion of their boards of directors. 

‘The general rule is, the stock- 
holders can elect as director any- 
опе among them who owns at 
least one share of stock and is not 
disqualified by law or their by- 
laws from taking on that job. 

That right, however, is restrict- 
ей for corporations that, under 
our laws, are required to sit one 
ог more independent directors in 
their boards. 

‘An independent director is “a 
person who, apart from his fees 
and shareholdings, is independent 
of management and free from any 
business or other relationship 
which could, or could reasonably 
be perceived to, materially inter- 
fere with his exercise of indepen- 
dent judgment in carrying out his 
responsibilities as a director” 

In 2002, the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission issued a cir- 
cular that, enumerates the six 
characteristics a person should 
NOT have to qualify him for the 
position of independent director. 

‘The bottom line is: He has no 
personal, financial or professional 
ties with the corporation or its ffi 
ates and subsidiaries that may ad- 
versely affect his ability to act objec- 
tively in the performance of his du- 
ties and responsibilities as director. 

‘To date, nine kinds of corpora- 
tions are required to elect “out- 
siders” in their boards. 

These companies are engaged in 
the sale and distribution of securi- 
ties or financial instruments that 
promise possible good returns. 

The list of securities-related 
companies includt 

e Issuers of securities (such as, 
stocks, bonds and debentures) 
that are registered with the SEC; 

Stock and other securities 
exchanges; 

Public companies, or those 
with assets of at least P50 million 
and having 200 or more holders 
‘who each hold at least 100 shares 
ofa class of stocks; 

* Brokers and dealers of secu- 
ríties; and 

ө Subsidiaries or branches of 
foreign corporations in the 
Philippines whose securities are 
listed in the local stock exchange. 

‘The issuers of registered securities 
and public companies should have 
no less than two independent direc- 
tors or ar least 20 percent of its board 
membership, whichever is lesser 

For stock exchanges, the magic 


drugs 


sell their goods at almost give- 
away-prices, Lim declines to go 
onthe record. 

But not a few observers believe 
that these items, the bulk of 
which come from China, are used 
merely to bring in much more ex- 
pensive contraband, even drugs. 
For them to operate with impuni- 
ty, these foreign businessmen are 
believed to enjoy the protection 
ofcertain government officials. 

In the face of such dirt-cheap 
products, seasoned retailers re- 
main confident that their goods 
will prevail in the end. For one, 
they know their stuff are more su- 
perior compared to what's avail- 
able in the tiangge. 

‘These unknown entities are al- 
so bereft of the cachet branded 
products possess by virtue either 
of their heritage or the magic be- 
stowed by their famous endorsers 
(Bench, Bayo, Folded & Hung and 
Kamiseta, to name a few). 

“I believe it's just a phase we're 
all going through,” says Dino Sa- 
gun, VP for sales of Golden ABC, 
Inc, the company behind Pen- 
shoppe, Oxygen and Memo. “Peo- 
ple are bound to find out, that 
these products are definitely 
much more inferior compared to 
branded ones. It pays to buy 
products made by companies 
with proven track records.” 

De Venecia remains equally op- 
timistic that quality and brand re- 
call will win the day for them. Be- 
sides, places like 168 don’t offer 
added services, from sound fash- 
ion tips courtesy of trained sales 
personnel to facilities for credit- 
card purchases, like stores in 
malls do. 


Sorporate ; 
lecurities 
nfo 
Raul J. Palabrica 


numbers three, in addition to an 
independent director-president. 

Rounding up the roster of com- 
panies that are obliged to elect in- 
dependent directors are finance 
companies, investment houses, 
investment companies and pre- 
need companies. 

An investment house is en- 
gaged in the business of under- 
writing (or guaranteeing the dis- 
tribution and sale) of securities of 
other parties, while an invest- 
ment company invests, reinvests 
or trades in securities. 

Except for issuers of registered 
securities, public companies and 
stock exchanges, the rest of the 
companies mentioned are re- 
quired to elect at least one inde- 
pendent director in their boards. 

If these companies are in the 
mood to go beyond the mini- 
mum, they are most welcome. 

By requiring the election of in- 
dependent directors, the law seeks 
to minimize the incidence of fraud- 
ulent conduct in the board rooms 
ofthe companies mentioned. 

The “outsider” director is meant 
tocall the attention of his peers ifhe 
thinks anyone of them or the com- 
pany itself is veering away from the 
path of good corporate governance. 

The qualifications of indepen- 
dent directors are: Aside from the 
standard requirement of owning at 
least one share of stock, he should, 
at the minimum, be a college grad- 
uate or has been engaged or ex- 
posed to the business of the corpo- 
ration for not less than five years. 

He should also be person of in- 
tegrity or probity, and is hard- 
working. 

‘The companies required to put 
independent directors in their 
boards are not the run-of-the-mill 


types. 

For the fees that they will pay 
these directors, these companies 
will not be content with persons 
who meet the minimum require- 
ments for the job. 

‘The country is not lacking in 
men and women who can add 
value то the corporation without 
losing sight of the purpose for 
which the law requires them to be 
placed in the board. Feedback at 
palabrica@inquirercom.ph 


By Leo Magno 


TWO TECHNOLOGIES ARE CHANGING 
the way information is set and managed 
across the enterprise, and these will dic- 
tate how the IT industry will evolve in 
the future. 

"This, atleast, is how Joe Tucci sees it. 

Tucdi—president, chair and CEO of 
EMC Corp.—has successfully led his com- 
panys transformation from a storage 
company to an information infrastructure 
firm. He now sees two more technologies 
radically changing his company and the IT 
industry in general. 

"Tucci calls them “game-changing” tech- 
nologies, and these are "virtualization" 
and the use of “smarts.” 
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IT exec sees two technologies changing industry 


“Т personally believe that in the near fi- 
ture, all hardware and software products 
will be virtualized. The entire data center 
infrastructure will be virtualized,” he said. 

Virtualization is the setup of а net- 
work's resources—like storage, comput- 
ing power, applications, database and oth- 
ег services—such that the components of 
the network can be accessed even though 
they are not physically or geographically 
іп the same location. They could ай be 
connected despite being apart, creating a 
virtual network which the user would see 
asa whole without caring about the physi- 
cal location of the resources because they 
can still be accessed as if they were in one 
room. 

The second “game-changing” technolo- 
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gy according to Tucci is the use of “smarts” 
ог software agents in servers performing 
intelligent system-related actions. This is 
all lined up toward the'use of web ser- 
vices, a model-based method of conduct- 
ing operations on a network using specific 
services that are called upon by the client 
from the server over the web. 

“Smarts will change IP-based network- 
ing,” says Tucci. "Servers are becoming 
more intelligent.” 

n preparation for such "game-chang- 
ing" technologies that might affect the IT 
industry Tucci says EMC is investing $1.2 
billion a year in research and develop- 
ment. 

“We need to follow the inflection points 
and be prepared for changes, and become 


as flexible as possible,” he says. 

ЕМС, he says, has shown much re- 
silience in the face of such changes and in- 
dustry upheavals. From 1991 to 2002, 
EMC was known as a storage company. 
From 2003 to 2005 the company adjusted 
to industry changes and became a storage 
and information management firm. To- 
day, says Tucci, EMC has become an infor- 
‘mation infrastructure company. 

The change is reflected in the compa- 
nysrevenue mix. In 2000, EMC's business 
was comprised of 74 percent systems or 
hardware, 16 percent software and 10 
percent services. In 2005, systems and 
hardware represented only 47 percent of 
EMC's business, while the software side 
grew to 37 percent and the services side 


grew to 16 percent. 

“Tucci also cites the results of a survey 
from Morgan Stanley conducted January 
2006, which showed that the top 10 tech- 
nology spending priorities of CIOs today 
are software security, network security, 
storage area networks, wireless LAN, stor- 
age software, portal software, VolP IT > 
training, storage hardware and business | 
intelligence. і 

“EMC is in the market of five out of? 
these 10 top priorities of CIOs, and that's 
where well continue developing our 
products and retain our focus,” says Tucci. 
"tts all about building the information in- 
frastructure, Its information at the core, 
not just storage, and we'll continue to fo- 
cuson that.” 
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SMBs GUIDE TO 
BUYING PCS 


Whether buying your first PC or creating. 
a network, your computer should be tailored. 
to your company's nceds. Below are the top. 
10 things to consider when purchasing PCs. 


1. Why do you need this computer? 

Knowing how the PC will be used is a 
good way to determine the right PC for your 
business 


2. Beware of refurbished computers 

Although upgrading components to ex- 
tend your computer's life may superficially 
cost ess than a ready-made computer, it can 
be less reliable and may cost more in the 
Tong run. 


3. Laptop or Desktop? 

I your employees constantly need access 
to company data on the go, laptops are the 
best solution. With wireless technology like 
Intel® Centrino® Duo, your employees can 
connect to the Internet in most intemational 
airports and cafés 


4. Software— where to start? 
Windows*, Macintosh OS*, and Linux* 
all have their strengths. Use what you are 
comfortable with, and what you need to ac- 
complish your most important tasks. 


5. Extras? 

1f you plan on running professional pro- 
grams or have some very specialized tasks, 
you may need to add extra components 10 
your computer, such as a video card with 
‘graphics accelerator, digital cameras, web 
cams, etc 


6. Don't Skimp on Security! 

You cannot afford to risk your business's 
data. Make sure your computer is powerful 
enough to run anti-virus software while not 
disrupting other programs. 


Memory 

For basic applications, you should have at 
least 256 Megabytes (MB) of RAM while 
you should have a minimum of 512MB for 
graphics programs. Basic word processing 
requires a hard drive that is 40Gigabytes 
(GB) but if you are dealing with a lot of im- 
‘ages, music, or other large files, you should 
invest in at least 80GB. 


8. Power 

‘Again, consider how the computer willbe 
used. If you often use compute intensive 
programs or do a lot of multitasking, then in- 
vest in the Intel® Pentium® D processor 
supporting Hyper-Threading Technolo; 
for desktop PCs. Meanwhile, the Intel 
Centrino® Duo is the best bet for note- 
books. 


9. Cheaper isn't always better 

Your computer is an investment that 
should provide three years of optimal per- 
formance for a desktop PC and two years for 
а notebook. It should also provide headroom 
and flexibility for new software or more de- 
manding usage patterns over time. IT should 
be а long-term relgtionship, so select a com- 
pany and brand you can trust 


Send a customer away empty-handed and she may never return. But with a PC 
based on an Intel’ Pentium’ D processor, your business has customer 
satisfaction built in. Because it helps you order the right products at just the right 
time. Manage your inventory. Even simplify and track shipments. The 
result? A better experience for your customer. And repeat business for you. Find 
out how Intel' relationship with software and hardware suppliers results in quality 
solutions for your business, And how our network of over 160,000 resellers and PC 
can help provide service and support for small businesses. Visit 
wwintel.convapac/builtin/smb. 


10. Don't be dazed by sales lingo 

Knowing a few essential PC terms will 
help you navigate through a sales pitch. Get 
to know what you need in a PC before going 
to the store and buying one. 

[7] 
manufacturers ‘other names and brands may be elimed as the 
property of ober 


Hyper-Thrending Technology requires a comput- 
er system sath an Incl Ранта D processor sup- 
porting ИТ Technology and а HT Technology cn- 
bled chops, BIOS and operating system. Perfore 
‘mance wil vary depending оп the specific hardware 
nd software you ше. Set налу мтс eonvinfoy- 
ретіне for more information meludmg details 
B ich processo support ИТ Technology 
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PAMPANGA II ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 


GUAGUA, PAMPANGA 
Apri 28, 2006 


INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION OF BIDDERS 


PAMPANGA Ii ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. (PELCO І) WITH 
OFFICE ADDRESS AT SAN ROQUE, GUAGUA, PAMPANGA IS 
INVITING ELIGIBLE BIDDERS FOR THE SUPPLY, DELIVERY AND 
INSTALLATION OF ONE (1) COMPLETE SET OF SF6 CIRCUIT. 
BREAKER (DEAD TANK) WITH BATTERY CHARGER, BATTERY 
AND CONTROL PANEL. 
Specification: 

Rated Maximum Volts 

Rated Continuous Current 

Frequency 

Brand 


72.5Kv 

1200A 

60Hz 

Made & Manufactured at 
USA or Europe 

You are therefore invited for the pre-qualification to bid on May 4, 
2006 (Thursday), 10:00 A.M. at PELCO II Board Room San Roque, 
Guagua, Pampanga wherein there will be an open discussion with 
regards to the specification of the unit and in preparation for the 
bidding proper scheduled on May 11, 2006 (Thursday) at 10:00 A.M. 
The PBAC will only accept units made and manufactured from USA 
and Europe. 

Please be informed that non-attendance on scheduled pre- 
qualification to bid is an outright disqualification for those bidders who 
wants to join the bidding proper. 

For more information please see/ contact Engr. Raul L. Canlas or 
Engr. Agosto L. Ocampo at PELCO И Office or didl umbets at (045) 
901-0865, 900-2650. 

(594) ENGR. RAUL L. CANLAS 


РВАС Chairperson 
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Prime Properties For SALE 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES NOW! 


BAGUIO Prime PROPERTY OVERLOOKING SOUTH 


China SEA 

> 45 HAS. IN PRIME LOCATION, WITH LAND CONVERSION: 

2. 1.9 HAS. APPROVED SOCIALIZED/LOW-COST HOUSING SUBD: 

> 1 HAS. LOT INSIDE A FULLY DEVELOPED SUBDIVISION WITH 
OVERLOOKING VIEW OF THE CORDILLERA MOUNTAIN 
RANGES а GUMPSE OF THE SOUTH CHINA SEA (DEAL FOR 
RETREAT HOUSE OR CORPORATE SEMINAR/STAFF HOUSE) 


Раме Property N CABANATUAN CITY 
„READY FOR HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 


> 77 HAS, APPROVED SOCIALZED/LOW-COST HOUSING SUBD. 
> 2RAWLANDS AT 1.3 HAS. EACH BESIDE A FULLY DEVELOPED 
SUBDIVISION 


Coumenciat Property in CABANATUAN CITY 
> 1.7 HAS. PRIME COMMERCIAL LOT 


Comercial PROPERTIES IN BULACAN 

> 20010 500 SQ.M COMM'LLOIS ALONG MCARTHUR 
HIGHWAY, 45 KMS. FROM QUEZON CITY 

> lOHAS. ORCHARD FARM PROPERTY, 50 KMS. FROM ©. CITY 

> 2.6 HAS. INDUSTRIAL 65 KMS. FROM QUEZON CITY 


Wanenouse Fon SALE ов LEASE їн BuLACAN 

> ONE STOREY CONCRETE: ABUNDANT WATER SUPPLY THREE 
PHASE ELECTRICITY BY MERALCO: WITH DIRECT DIAL 
TELEPHONE UNE; 1.008 & 707.25 SQUARE METERS FLOOR AREA 


Farm Lor w Fruit BEARING TREESIN ORANI, BATAAN 

> FARM LOTS, 110 KMS. FROM MANILA. 25 KMS. FROM SUBIC, 500 
TO 1,000 SQ.. WITH FRUIT BEARING TREES, 9 FEET TALL 
PERIMETER SECURITY FENCE, CLUBHOUSE, TENNIS COURT, 
BASKETBALL COURT AND SWIMMING POOL & JACUZZI 


Fos names лие cau: 3742584/3723206/3719702 TO 04/ 
3719706/4106688/4108367 TO 69/ 0917-8524808 
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Automatic 
Transmission 
Engine Tune-up 
& EFI Power 
Steering services 
Rubbervolt 
9201794 
36 West Ave, OC 
TI Nis Ave, OC 


PAWN'BUY'SELL 


JEWELRY 
WATCHES 


889-7956/894-0282. 


OBITUARI 


JOSE “JOELAC” 
LACSAMANA, SR. 


ОЕ TARLAC CITY, CONCEPCION, TARLAC, AND MABALACAT, PAMPANGA 


С CLASSIFIEDS .... 


st Philip} 
Holdings Corporation 


{А 


NOTICE OF ANNUAL STOCKHOLDERS MEETING 
TO ALL STOCKHOLDERS: 


Please take notice that the Annual Stockholders 
Meeting of First Philippine Holdings Corporation will 
be held on Monday, May 15, 2006 at 3:00 p.m. at 
the Meralco Theater, Lopez Building, Ortigas Ave., 
Pasig City. 


The Agenda of the meeting are as follows: 


- Call to Order 
. Proof of Required Notice 
Determination of Quorum 
Approval of the Minutes of the June 8, 2005 
Stockholders Meeting 
. Reports of the Chairman & the President 
‚ Approval/Ratification of the December 31, 2005 
Reports and the Audited Financial Statements 
Ratification of the Acts of the Board, of the 
Executive Committee and of Management 
Election of Directors 
9. Appointment of External Auditors 
10. Other Matters 
41. Adjournment 


The deadline for submission of proxy is May 8, 
2006. For your convenience in registering your 
attendance, please present some form of 
identification, such as passport, driver's license, or 
company I.D. Registration will start at 2:00 p.m. 


(Sgd.) ENRIQUE I. QUIASON 
Corporate Secretary 


PAST DIRECTOR & VICE PRESIDENT, CENTRALAZUCARERA DE TARLAC 


SUGAR PLANTERS ASSOCIATION. 


PAST DIRECTOR & TREASURER, CENTRAL AZUCARERA DE TARLAC 
PLANTERS COOPERATIVE MARKETING ASSOCIATION 


ASSOCIATED SHIP MANAGEMENT SERVICES INC. 
5^ Floor CRI Building, Pres. Quirino Ave. Malate, Manila 
“Fak (63+2) 4042780-82 Fax: (63+2) 526-0265 
POEA License Number 102-S8-061002-NL Accreditation Number 23420 


ier — 
3 Chief Officer 
3 Chief Engineer 


100 MI May-June 
USD 2,900.00 negotiable 
USD 4,200.00 negotiable 


General Cargo — 13,000 GRT, MAN-B&W: Dep May-June 
32" Engineer USD 2,900.00 negotiable 
3 Chief Officer USD 2,900.00 negotiable 


[AN-B&W: May-June 
‘USD 3,300.00 negotiable 
USD 3,300.00 negotiable 
USD 2,300.00 negotiable 


Container — 25,300 С 
3 Chief Officer 
32" Engineer 


3 Electrician 


PG — 4,000 GRT: Dej 
2 Chief Officer 


. Mid Jun 
USD 3,600.00 negotiable 
000 GRT: Dep. Мій 


‘USD 3,600 negotiable 
USD 3,600 negotiable 


oduct Tanker — 
2 Chief Officer 
12" Engineer 


Higher Salaries can be offered subject to the experience of the applicant and 
results of background check. 


Persons in Charge: 
Alberto L. Gomez 
Cesar Marasigan 


“МО FEES TO BE COLLECTED" 
“Mag-ingat sa illegal recruiter” 


OBITUARIES ` 


For your Classified Ads 39 
requirements, call our a 


isifieds Advertising Hotlines: 


897-8808 loc. 514, 516 É 
899-4425, 897-2535 
897-8425 (Telefax) 
CUBAO 
912-9008 to 11 (Aurora) 
MAKATI 
892-5578, 811-4361, 811-4370 
KALAW 
528-0213, 527-3342 
MEGAMALL 
635-0219, 635-0220 


repose of her soul. 
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WATCHES 
JEWELRY 


HIGHEST APPRAISAL 
8040484/8342886 


SEND 
YOUR, 
RESUMES 
INSTANTLY 
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Peacefully joined her Creator 
оп April 25, 2006 at the age of 8. 


722-1144 
722-1155 


ж 
= Angela Lagman Colmenares ` 


Her bereaved husband Buenaventura Montelibano 
Colmenares, her children, Baby & Silas Salvador, Tiny & 
Tony Parcon, Nonoy & MaryAnn, Mila; her grandchildren, 
great grandchildren, brothers, sisters and relatives 
request the pious reader to say a prayer for the eternal 


Her remains lie in state at the family residence 


in Quezon cor. Zamora Sis, Hinigaran, 


Я Negros Occidental. 


Moré Classified Ads - |, 


Interment will be on Wednesday, May 3,2006 
at the family mausoleum after the 2:00 p.m. 
at the Mary Magdalene Parish Church, Hinigaran. 


nass 


Peacefilly returned to his Creator on Tuesday, April 25, 2006. Born June 10, 
1912, he was preceded in death by his loving wife, Gloria Pasion. 


He is survived by his beloved children: Zenaida & Rene Capulong, Florente 
& Medy David, Jose, Jr. & Charity Soliman, Mansueta, Danilo & Araceli 
Ungson, Luis Redentor & Irma Alma Donato; his grandchildren: Rachelle 
Angelie & Ari Hakim, Rene Aldrin, Regina Aine & Matt Clements, Joseph 
Jason, Timothy James, Dylan Joseph & Judy Mineko, Karen Nina, - 
Nicholas Joseph, Louis Joseph & Louise Gloria; great-grandchildren: Kobe 
Joseph, Mary Chloe, Bodhi Makana and Kai Abraham, and his sisters-in- 
law: Enriqueta Mallari and Clara Pasion. 


His remains lie in state at the family residence at 88 Juan Luna St., Barangay 
Mabini in Tarlac City. 


А memorial Mass will be celebrated at 8:00 am on Thursday, May 4, 2006 at 
the San Sebastian Cathedral. Interment will follow immediately at the Garden 
of Ascension, Barangay Tibag in Tarlac City. 


|| His family, relatives and friends request the reader to pray to the eternal repose 
та, of his soul. 
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Gn Toying Memory 


of the 1st Death Anniversary T 


our beloved father, Н 


Com. Casimiro “ Nene” В. Madarang Jr. 


who joined bis Creator last May 1, 2005 


Holy Masses will be held at tie following Churches: 
National Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes, Retiro 
Mount Carmel Shrine, New Manila 
St. Joseph Convent of Perpetual Adoration, 
Sto. Domingo Church 


"Don't grieve for me, for now I'm free. I'm following the path God laid for me. 
I took His hand when 1 beard His call. I turned my back G lefi it all. 
I could пот stay another day, to laugh, ta loves to work or pray. Tasks lefi undone 
must stay that way, 1 found that peace at the close of day. 
Jf my parting bas lefi а void, then fill ie with remembered joy. Perbaps ту time has 
seemed all too brief, don't lengthen it now with undue grief. 
Lifi up your hearts, share with me, God wanted me. He set me fee." 


The family requests relatives, friends & the pious readers 
to pray for the eternal repose & peace of his soul. 
Holy Masses will also be held at several Cebu City churches. 


on pages А32 & А35 Es 


"Come to йе, all ou who are weary and burdened, and Iwill give you rest" Maimon 1128 
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CLOSE YOUR EYES AND SEE YOURSELF FLOATING ON AIR. 
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Wherever you see yourself in the world, Qatar Airways will take you on an incredible journey. 
Ош world revolves around you, elevating personal service to a new level, and making our 


aircraft an extraordinary destination in thems 


d the pre star statu kytrax, and 


in the skies, баш fies to over 70 destinations world QATAR AIRWAYS 43341 


For further information, please contact your nearest Qatar Airways office 
Manila (632) 812- 1888/Cebu (032) 232-1000 or your local travel agent. 
To join Privilege Club, our Frequent Flyer programme, visit www.qatarairways.com 


“THREE 
Graces” 


By Benjamin V. Afuang 
Contributor 


CONSISTENT FAVORITE 
among art collectors, sculp- 
tor-painter Fred Baldemor 

will excite the contemporary art 
scene once more during the inau- 
gural exhibit of Artasia, a new 
gallery at SM Megamall, on May 5 
at 6 p.m. 

Pursuing his themes of nudes, mother- 
hood, and other figures, Baldemor extends 
his range to the near-classical figurative sub- 
jects that may have evolved from his paint- 
ings and drawings. (Baldemor forms his ideas 
оп drawing paper or canvas quite indepen- 
dently, not even visualizing how they will look 
in clay, should he choose to turn them into 
more solid pieces later. The sketches and 
paintings keep their own worth, but they 
probably have a “germinating” effect on 
Baldemor's future metal and stone pieces.) 

His new collection has indefinitely sized 

but heavy scales. Especially notable for their 
substance and surface are his “Three 
Graces"—nudes in bronze—which show the 

form and mood of life in repose. Another 
bronze piece depicting a Mother and Child re- 
veals all that can be visually understood of 
nourishing love. The four bronze figures 
alone weigh more than 100 kilos. 

Baldemor's latest works in bronze and oth- 
er "hard" materials definitely have "correct- 
ed" earlier notions that sculpture was nothing 
buta dispassionate art form. In his more than 
15 pieces, he succeeds at defining warmth in 
metal, jade, alabaster, and marble in the light 
of their natural hues, while maintaining the 
figures time-challenging strength and solidi- 
ty Its this "thought.cum feeling" process that 
puts his new works in the stream of the New 
Figuration style that has excited the sculpture 
scene in many parts of the world. 

Sculpture aficionados will remember 
Baldemor’s wood and stone icons of the Via 
Crucis exhibited during Lent last year, and 
some wood and metal pieces in a New York 
City event a few months ago. They were im- 
mediately hailed as representing Baldemor's 
creativity at its peak. But his new works can 
easily dispute that, with evidence ofthe sculp- 
tors new techniques and fresh direction, 
apart from his being in a more inspired mode 
now for finding an apt setting for the piecesin 
a new gallery. To paraphrase a rare quotation 
from Oliver Wendell Holmes, such a creative 
mind “stretched to a new idea” hardly returns 
toits original dimensions. 


Like grandfather, 
like granddaughter 

Included in the exhibit are works by Balde- 
тог granddaughter, Emi Zoerya Baldemor- 
Abuel, 

Baldemor said two years ago, Emi Zoerya 
then 2 years old, was watching him paint in 
his workshop in Pasig City. А litle bit later the 
child begged him for some pencils and draw 
ing paper. She said she wanted to draw 
"things" just like her "dada" (grandpa). 

Fred could little understand what was per- 
colating in the child's mind then, but in his 
presence she began to produce dozens of "ob. 
stract” drawings which, Fred thought, could 
“amount to something” if laid down on can. 
vas. 

‘A few months later, Emi Zoerya began 10 
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MONDAY ARTS & BOOKS 
Fred Baldemor's 
warm 
' sculptures 


The pieces show 
the form and mood 
of life in repose 


For feedback, ellus iestyle@inqulrercom.ph 
“Text us your feedback: inquirer life namelage/ctylmessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


time for you to shine! 


The Dermstrata Glutathione injectable lets you delight 

їп the glow of healthy and lighter skin. This unique 

inti-oxidant also enhances your immune system and 
proves your eyesight. >; с * 
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El Nido Resorts, Palawan 

Stay three nights with a fourth night free 
and enjoy another one night stay for free 
on your next visit. 


Ea 


Pearl Farm Beach Resort, Davao 
Stay two nights and get a one night 
stay for free on your next visit 


Mandala Spa, Boracay 
Stay two nights and get a one night 
stay for free on your Current ог next visit 


Subic Legend Hotels & Casinos 
Stay one night and enjoy a one night 
stay at 50% off on your next visit. 


» 
“antt 


„а 
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Offer is good now until May 31, 2006!* 
Just present your Globe Platinum card upon check-in 
and get even more privileges from discounts 
to freebies that are reserved for the very discriminating. 


For more details call 730-1000 
or log on to www.globeplatinum.com.ph. 


only for you, ang lakas mo sa Globe 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


LIFESTYLE as 
Fred Baldemor’s ‘warm’ sculptures 


From page Ct 

tell his grandfather what she was drawing 
and painting on bigger pieces of paper and 
recycled canvas. She had turned into a real 
artist, creating from inner vision figura- 
= tions in charcoal, ink and acrylic, with clar- 
ML ityand form. Fred promptiy saw harmony, 
ч depth, and "feeling" in the various images 
Ў shehad sketched and painted. After seeing 
À hundreds of her works, Fred was con- 
vinced she was creatively mature enough 
to clarify for herself the visual world she 

was growing up in. 
y+ Emi Zoerya's early works have since 
5 been presented abroad—in the 2004 Tian- 
2% jen International Children's Painting com- 
petition; International Village in Tokyo, 
Japan, in March 2004; and a joint exhibit 
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EMI Zoerya 


Sheisan 
instant hit 
among 
collectors, 
those who 
simply 
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"THREE Graces,” 
by Fred Baldemor 


"MEGASERIES," by Emi Zoerya 


Cid Reyes at West. 

Artist-critic mounts his 12th solo exhibit, 
"Midsummer, on May 4 at the West Gallery in 
SM Megamall. The exhibit features his recent 
abstractions inspired by poems celebrating 
mature and summer. The works are character- 
ized by splashes of brilliant colors and ехргез- 
sionist brushstrokes that conjure the spirit of 
the season. The show runs till May 16. 


Various works at Ricco Renzo 
Ricco Renzo Galleries & Caffe is holding “Tex- 
tures and Landscapes,” which features the 
works of Tony Alcasid, Paulino Garcia Jr., and 
Gerry Ingco. Alcasid, a banker by profession, 
has a passion for mixed media. Garcia, a cor- 
porate executive, is an impressionist at heart 
with a fauvist bent. Ingco is an abstract tactile 
painter whose austere bronze tones and 
strokes tell a story with its varying rhythms. 
Ricco Renzo Galleries & Caffe is at the LRI 
Business Plaza, 210 N. Garcia St., Bel Air 2, 
Makati. Call 8982542/43 or visit www.ric- 
‘corenzo.com for details. 


Flower show at UP Vargas 

In celebration of the summer month of May. 
the UP Vargas Museum brings together art- 
Works focusing on flowers as subject. These 
are made by various artists in different styles 
and interpretations. Mona and Cris Cruz are 
two ofthe more renowned artists who made 
ames fr themselves painting flowers. The 
exhibition will be highlighted by a Flores de 
Mayo on May 28, featuring fashion. created by 
past and present members of the Young De- 
signers Guild. The exhibit runs until June 4. 
‘The projects assisted by Avellana Art Gallery. 


ре. 2 Е 
Large work at Artists-Run 

SANDRA Fabie-Gfeller's large-scale "Learn to 
Float" will hang at the Artists-Run independent 
Art Space (3/F Suite 318-A, LRI Business. 
Plaza, Nicanor Garcia St. (formerly Reposo], 
Bel Air 2, Makati), on April 26-May 10. Call 
8959837. 


Beltran at Finale 

Opening on May 5 at the Finale Art File (4/F 
LaO Center, Pasay Road cor. Makati Ave., 
Макай City) is Pol Beltran's "Brown Race 
Rules!" Delving into the Filipinos’ relationship 
with the Catholic faith, the exhibit features, 
among others, a series of 45 photographs of 
the “crucifixion” the artist took in Pampanga 
during the Holy Week. Beltran explores how а 
traditional symbolic event is ritualized and 
transformed Into the inanity of a spectacle. Call 
8132310 or 8125034. 


Leafio at West 

ERWIN Leaño presents "Familiar Territories," 
until May 2, at West Gallery, 4/L, Bldg. A, SM 
Megamall, Mandaluyong. The exhibit high- 
lights вайо? fascination with architecture, 
planes and colors. Call 6341284. 


~ VISUAL ARTS 


Various artists at Avellana 

Ongoing until May 6 at the Avellana Art Gallery 
are three simultaneous exhibits. Pidge Reyes "24 
Hours" presents the artist's monolithic sculptural 
pieces in cement which are his interpretations of 
measured time. Eugene Jarque's "Surface Ten- 
sion” illustrates the tensions and motions of 
amorphous shapes and furious gesturing on the 
flat, smooth surface of metal. Gus Albor's "La- 
son" is an abstract investigation of texture and 
the consequence of color against nonconvention- 
al canvas such as an office folder. Avellana Art 
Gallery is located at A-19, 2680 ЕВ. Harrison St., 
Pasay City (fronting Gideon Academy). Call 
8338357. 


EUGENE Jarque 


Oronos at Genesis 

ПОН Ed Otis Oronos pre- 
B sents his second so- 
lo exhibit, "A Win- 
dow to Her Realm,” 
which opens on May 
5 at Gallery Genesis, 
AIL. Bido. A, SM 
Megamall, Man- 
daluyong. The ex- 
hibit presents visual 
contexts of the vari- 
ous roles of women 
in society. The ex- 
hibit runs until May 
18. Call 6338137- 
38 


“BLUE Jar Series 4,” 
by Ed Otis Oronos 


Pettyjohn, Ching at Mag:Net 

Hanna Pettyjohn presents "The Elaborate Nest 
Between Child and Breast,” May 4-31, at Mag:Net 
Gallery, ABS-CBN Center, OC. The exhibit features 
acomposit installation of found objects and 
forms produced by Pettyjohn. Cali 4100995. 
Meanwhile, Mariano Ching presents “Between 
the Stars and the Sea," until May 6, at Mag:Net 
Gallery, G/F Paseo Center, Makati. The exhibit 
features installation exhibit of paintings, prints 
and objects. Call 8177895 


Cainglet at Art Center 

Henri С. Cainglet wil hold an exhibit of sculptures 
and paintings, "Of Butterflies and Water," on May 
5 at Ап Center, SM Megamall, 4/F, Bidg. A, Man- 
daluyong. The exhibit runs uni May 21 


Агат at LA Workshop Gallery 
“Aram for Strestkids" is ongoing unti May 17 at 
LA Workshop Gallery, 66 б. Puyat St. BF Homes, 
Phase 1, featuring works by Kenneth Меха; Chris- 
tian Mirang, Jun Alfon, Dan Libor, Carlo Magno, 
William Yu, Arnel Borja, Teody Racuya and Rey 
Conmigo. Cali 8077624 or 8425200. 
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portraits, The exhibit runs until May 7. 


STUDENTS of Ayala Museum’s Mentoring Program under Gig de 
Pio recently launched an end-of-workshop exhibit at the Glass Hall 
Gallery of the Museum dubbed “AM Figura.” The exhibit features 
select artworks of the students, ranging from human figures to 


^ 
"BLACK Zip," 
by Tony Twigg 


‘Twigg at 
Duemila 
DUEMILA will pre- 
sent the exhibit 
"Perforations" by 
artist Tony Twigg. 
The exhibit will 
open on May 6 at 3 
p.m. and will run 
until May 29. Galle- 
ria Duemila is at 
210 Loring St. 
Pasay City. Call 
8319990 or e-mail 
duemila@in- 


“ENSLAVED,” by 
Ramon Rojo Realuyo 


Realuyo 

at Renaissance 
"Pulp Dreams, an 
exhibit of Ramon 
Rojo Realuyo's 
works, runs unti 
May 2at the Renais- 
sance Gallery (4/L, 
Building A, SM 
Megamall). The ex- 
bit showcases Re- 
aluyo's earlier works 
alongside his new 
pieces, which fea- 
ture a three-dimen- 
sional combination 
of pulp sculpture, 
painting and 
"found" articles. 
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prodigy 


with Fred Baldemor and her uncle, Walter. 
Baldemor, at the Philippine Center in New 
York City last October. She had her first solo 
exhibit at Shangri-La Plaza in Mandaluyong 
in December 2004. 

All those events have undoubtedly encour- 
aged this young artist to visualize more, paint 
more, and put on more shows. Her works 
have been instant hits among collectors, par- 
ticularly parents, and those who simply adore 
a prodigy. 

On Friday, May 5, Emi Zoerya joins her 
grandfather in the show "Zoe (Gift of бод), 
‘Where more than 60 of her new works, along 
with Fred's 15 major pieces of sculpture, will 
beon exhibit. 

‘Artasia is on the fourth floor of Megamall. 


Nominations now accepted 
for Ateneo art awards 


NOMINATIONS ARE NOW OPEN FOR THE 
2006 Ateneo Art Awards, which are pre- 
sented by the Ateneo Art Gallery together 
with Metro Society, Rockwell Land and 
Power Plant Mall. 

Established in 2004 to honor the memo- 
ту of the Gallery's founding benefactor, Fer- 
nando Zobel de Ayala (1924-1984), the 
awards are bestowed upon three Filipino 
visual artists, 35 years of age or under, who. 
have made an outstanding and significant 
contribution to the definition and develop- 
ment of modern and contemporary art 
based upon a solo or group exhibition in 
any public venue held between May 2, 
2005, and May 1, 2006. 

‘Works by artists appearing in exhibitions 
conceptualized or curated by the Ateneo 
gallery and staff within their own premises 
will not be considered. 

Nominations will be taken from the Ate- 
neo Art Awards jury, public gallery direc- 
tors (commercial and noncommercial), 
professional visual artists and art educa- 
tors residing in the Philippines. The nomi- 
nated visual artist must be a Filipino citi 
zen, aged 35 years old or below on or be- 
fore May 31. 

Visual artists working or residing over- 
seas are qualified provided that they pos- 
sess Filipino citizenship. The visual artist 
must have had a solo or group exhibition in 
the 12 months preceding May 1 where the 
artworks submitted for consideration had 
appeared. 

All nomination forms must be accompa- 
nied by visual documentation in either of 
the following formats: JPEG, AVI, WMV 
MPEG, MOV, SWF and other PC-compati- 
ble formats in CD, 35-mm slide transparen- 
cies or SR photographs. 


Deadline for submission of nomination 
forms is on May 31. 

‘The 2006 Ateneo Art Awards Jury is 
composed of Ramon E.S. Lerma, curator of 
the Ateneo Art Gallery; Fr. Rene Javellana, 
S.J., director, Ateneo Fine Arts Program; 
Glenna Aquino, managing editor of Metro 
Society and former deputy director of the 
Museo ng Kalinangang Pilipino, Cultural 
Center of the Philippines; Patrick Flores, 
curator, National Museum; Alice Guiller- 
mo, professor emeritus, University of the 
Philippines-Diliman; Eileen Legaspi- 
Ramirez, curatorial consultant, Lopez 
Memorial Museum; Patrick Reyno, trustee, 
‘Asian Cultural Council-Philippines and art 
collector; Jose Tence Ruiz, visual artist and 
curator; and Ditas Samson, curator of the 
Ayala Museum. 

The Ateneo Art Awards will be an- 
nounced at a formal ceremony at the Rock- 
well Tent on Aug. 8, following an exhibi- 
tion of the works of the short-listed artists, 
Aug. 1-6, at the Power Plant Mall, Rockwell 
Center, Makati City, titled "2006 Ateneo Art 
Awards: Outbound.” 

"Outbound" also focuses attention on 
the Ateneo Art Gallery Sydney Studio Resi- 
dency Grant, which provides one of the 
three Ateneo Art Awardees with round-trip. 
airfare, accommodation and a work studio 
for three weeks, an allowance, as well as an. 
invitation to exhibit at the Cross Art Pro- 
jects, a leading alternative art space in the 
city. 

Last year, Roland Ventura received the 
grant. 

‘Nomination forms may be downloaded 
from the Ateneo Art Gallery website, 
galleryateneo.edu. Call 4266488 or e-mail 
echikiamco@ateneo.edu. 


US conference on arts and disability 


A FIVE-MEMBER PHILIPPINE DELEGATION 
will attend the VSA Arts International Confer- 
ence in Washington, DC, on June 9-10. The 
conference is a gathering of professionals in 
the arts, education and disability fields. 

VSA Ars International was founded by 
Jean Kennedy Smith in 1974. It has 80 organi- 
zation affiliates worldwide, including VSA 
Arts Philippines Inc. 

"The VSA Arts International is a nonprofit, 
nongovernment organization promoting 
artistic excellence and learning opportunities 
for adults and children with disabilities. 


VSA Arts Phils. Inc. executive director Re- 
becca M. Santos leads the delegation with 
communications coordinator Ofelia Silang, 
community advocator Rizalinda Sanchez, 
craft artist Ma. Luisa Paje Luengco, and Ade- 
laida B. Reyes from the Department of Edu- 
cationis Special Education Supervision. 

St. Francis School-VSA Arts Phils. Inc. has 
been showcasing the accomplishments of stu- 
dents with disabilities, and also promoting ac- 
cess to the arts for people with disabilities. 
VSA Arts is an affiliate of Kennedy Center in 
the US capital, 


Malang works . . . е 


Women figures remain at the core of Malang's art. 


Over the years, he has kept sketchbooks in which he 
tests different designs before committing them to canvas 
ог paper. The sketchbooks serve as drawing boards of 
Malang, who is always on the lookout for fresh ideas and 


new materials. 


He may have been more popular for his generous use 
of bright, happy colors, but he also never underesti- 


mates the appeal of black-and-white drawings. 


Malang feels his body of work is never complete, and 

that is why he still keeps painting and sketching. 
‘Finishing larger works is his biggest challenge today. 

“Kulang sa practice,” he says, explaining he has concen- 


trated on mostly small works in recent years, 


Malang, though, is quick to rise to the challenge. To 
him, constant practice is the only way to go. And the en- 
ergy and the enthusiasm he devotes to every piece can 
be seen in his vibrant colors and animated brushstrokes, 

“Paintings and Drawings" formally opens асб p.m. to- 


morrow. Call 4114336 or 4119221, 
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Tuesday Group pays 
tribute to Marian mon 


By Jessica Jalandoni-Robillos 
Contributor 


AY IS THE MONTH OF 
flowers and the Virgin 
Mary les also the month of 


the Santacruzan processions, in 
which the women brave the infernal 
heat in order to parade in elaborate 
gowns to dramatize the historic dis- 
covery of the Cross by St. Helene, the 
mother of the emperor Constantine, 
an elaborate dramatization that has 
captured the popular religious imagi- 
nation across the centuries. 

Not all Catholics, however, express 
their Marian devotion through the 
flores de mayo or the Santacruzan. 
Тһе Tuesday Group of artists, so 
mamed because the members meet 
every Tuesday to sketch and to dis- 
cuss art currents, honors Mary 
through an exhibit dubbed “Contem- 
porary Marian Expressions.” 

‘The show, co-presented by the 
Manila Archdiocesan Commission for 
the Cultural Heritage of the Church 
(MACC), will open tomorrow at 5: 30 
pm. the Manila Archdiocesan Muse- 
tum on the third floor of the Arzobis- 
pado in Intramuros. 

Tt is fitting that the group pay trib- 
ite to the woman who is hailed, just 
like Tuesday's child, as “full of grace.” 
Indeed the exhibit showcases the 
graceful results of their labors. In a 
collection consisting of Mother and 
Child genre works and varied images 


Exhibit to open 
at Arzobispado 
de Manila museum 


of the Filipino woman, not only do 
they extol the purity and poignance 
of motherly love, but pay homage to 
‘womankind as well. 

The montage, which may also 
serve as advanced Mothers Day 
treat, features pieces by Angel Cac- 
mio, Jun Martinez, Elmer Gernale, 
Ton Raymundo, Al Perez, Menchu 
Arandilla, Ferdie Cacnio, Loreto 


TUESDAY group sketching session 


Racuya, Fernando Sena, Ernie Patri- 
cio, Nards Miranda, Bing Siochi, Mar- 
donio Cempron, Nick Masangcay, 
Rona Chua, Waldz Villanueva and 
many more. 

‘The Tuesday Group of Artists used 
to meet for sketching sessions every 
Wednesday at the NCC Building un- 
der the late Dean José Joya. After 
Joya's death in 1995, some members 
organized themselves and continued 
meeting every Tuesday, They now 
hold sketching sessions every Tues- 
day afternoon at the CBCP Canteen in 
Intramuros. The weekly sessions give 
art enthusiasts the chance to sit with 
30 or more artists and take home 15 
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“MOTHER and Child,” by Angel Cacnio 
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"MOTHER and Child," by Nards Miranda. 


artworks at very friendly prices. 

Tn connection with the exhibit, the 
commission is also sponsoring a se- 
ries of lectures on the visual represen- 
tations of Mary. 

Rey. Fr. Isidro С. Abaño, O.P, direc- 
tor of the the University of Santo 
‘Tomas (UST) Museum of Arts and 
Sciences, will speak on “Philippine 
Teonography of Mary"; and Professor, 
Regalado Trota José, renowned au- 
thor, historian and lecturer in the Cul- 
tural Heritage Studies program of 
UST, will lecture on “The Virgin in 
Philippine Ivory Art.” 

The lectures will be held May 3, 
4:30 p.m. at the Conference Room of 
the Arzobispado de Manila, Intra- 
muros, Manila. Attendance is limited. 
Call 5245062 for reservations. 


Keeping the Freshness 


in Fresh Food. 


Healthy meals are more than 
jest you prepare = i 
how you prepare them. And 
preparation doesn't only 
mean the actual cooking, it 
includes storage and 
handling, steps that are often. 
taken for granted in the 
cooking process. 


Wake up to a hundred grateful kisses 


Bangus, your fish are 
guaranteed safe and fresh all 
the time. You don't need to 
worry about bacteria and 
other harmful contaminants 
"Thats because all Sarangani 
Bay fish are raised in the 
pristine waters of Sarangani 
Bay in Southern Mindanao, 
where they're farmed and 
processed on site to seal in 
the freshness and Navor of 
just-caught fish. Whether you 
like your fish plain, 


When you store and handle 
Essay you guarantee your 
family a cal meal, Ales 
ash your hands thoroughly 
Belore and after handling marinated, smoked, or 
Wd Кам th when handed — bowled Spanish-style, 
improperly, may contain Sarangan Bay Prime Bangus 
таай pacienta. To prevent makes mouttewatering meals 
Bacterial cross- saferand healthier for you 
Contaminadon, avoid leting and your family! 
Faw meat juices touch rendy- 
тоа, ood by Keeping aw Strict Quality Control 
Wd cooked (gh in separate from Fish Fry to Frying 
Containers. Use hot soapy Pan 
Satertethoroughiywashany Alsons Aquaculture 
фи, сша зше and  Gorporation, the company 
omg sed Shen preparing behind Sarangani Bay the 
n enpas — Quy fully iusgated farmo- 
танан seafood processing 
fln in e country where 
fi fy ave hated, grown, 
feed, and proceed on 
же, cis he only plant that 
meets the strictest 
International food safety 
Standards, with iis 180 
3001:2000 Quality 
thawing боео fh ean Management Standard, 
шу айсы how sate itis Hazard Analysis aud Critical 
Wr aumption The het Сотты Point (HACCP) and 
туло йш is overnight in current Good Manufacturing 
thovetrigerator, When you Practices ,cOMP] 
deos Roh gradually fewer certilications, Sarangani Bay 
juices leak ouu keeping your products get to your table at 
eck and Mavortal But their freshest because fsh are 
if you neod to thaw fsh kept ice-cold at below 5 °C 
daily scal fsh in a plasie from harvest throughout 
fag and immerse in cold processing and stored at 
Wafer for about an how. "18°C. 


Expect hugs and kisses when you start your family’s 

day with a delicious helping of Sarangani Bay 
Smoked Milkfish. It's processed and packed on site 
Jas soon as it’s harvested, sealing in all the subtle’? 


flavors of premium smoked milkfish. Just pan-fry: When you purchase thali or 


frozen fish, always keep it 
cold. Store fish in a well- 
chilled refigerator, preferably 
with a temperature between 
0°C and 3 °С, until fish is 
ready to use 


fif: for 5 minutes and it's ready to serve. With cach 


specially prepared Sarangani breakfast, every 
з, ж ee 
‘morning is filled with more love all around 


Named alter the marine 
sanctuary it calls home, 
Sarangani Bay is the largest 


When you value your family's 
health, pay meticulous 
attention to how you prepare 
йе бой. Whatbetce way exporter of premium 
is there tọ show your love — packaged fish to Filipinos in. 
than by putting th the US, Canada, Australia 
above all? апа Asia, lt has received the 
country's most prestigious 
tecognition lor exporters, the 
Golden Shell Presidential 
Award for Excellence in 
Design, Manufacturing, and 
Marketing. Proof enough 
that when it comes to quality 
fish, Sarangani Bay makes 
the food they ent, With sure that you and your family, 
y Sarangani Bay Prime get only the prime catch of 

^" the day. 


Sarangani Bay’ 
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‚ PRIME BANGUS 


‘The Safe and Healthy 


ause you only want what's 
best for your family, you take 
all necessary precautions 
when it comes to preparin 


Visit wwwssaranganibay.com for bangus recipes. 
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е S LIFESTYLE s. 
Women figures remain at the core of his art. And despite his 
generous use of bright, happy colors, he never underestimates 
the appeal of black-and-white drawings 


"WOMEN" 


Malang we 
Lee fill four showrooms 


GENEVE 

ALANG, SHOWING NO SIGNS OF 
M slowing down, fills all the four exhi- 

bition showrooms at the Mary San- 
tos Artcade on West Ave., Quezon City, with 
his exhibit, “Paintings and Drawings,” which 
opens May 2. On view until May 20 are about 
90 works, showcasing Malang’s diverse inter- 
ests and skill in using different media. 

It is no surprise that Malang can come up 
with such a large number of works, enough to 
fill up all the gallery space in the New Mary 
Santos Artcade, named after his late wife and 
launched last year as a multipurpose venue 
for different art forms, such as paintings, 
sculptures, prints and drawings. 

"The show also marks the first time a solo j 
artistis holding an exhibit in all the fourexhi- Sy 
bition showrooms. р 

“Paintings and Drawings" features old and 
new works, some dating as far back as the 
1990s. At the main gallery (West Gallery) are 
Malang’s larger pieces in oil, acrylic, gouche 
and charcoal. 

The three smaller exhibition showrooms 
will feature Malang’s creative versatility and 
openness to different materials, such as 
gouche, the medium which he is most at ease; 
charcoal, ink and acrylic; and oil pastels and 


soft pastels. “THREE Women” 


MALANG/C2 
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If you don't get a decision on your home loan application in 5 days or less, 
we'll give you 1% off on your first year interest rate. . 
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PHILIPPINE SAVINGS BANK 
A METROBANK SUBSIDIARY 


. PSBank 
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Offer runs from April 24, 2006 up to June 30, 2006. See flyers for details. 
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VIOLINIST 
Alexandru 


pianist Mary Anne 


Espina 


cine | | Tomescu, great artist, great person 
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wins top 


HIYAS ALEJO HILA, A FIRST- 
year student in the Doctor of 
Musical Arts degree program 
in Piano Performance at Uni- 
versity of Minnesota's School 
of Music, bagged top prizes in 
several piano competitions in 
Minnesota, US. 

On April 23, Hila won the 
first prize in piano, graduate 
division, at the 83rd Annual 
Scholarship Competition of 
the Schubert Club of Min- 
nesota. 

In February, she took the sec- 
ond prize in the Elinor Bell Pi- 
ano Competition. In December, 
she was one of three winners in 
the University Concerto Com- 
petitions participated in by 
over 30 students majoring in 
different instruments. 

She was also the first recipi- 
ent of the University’s Centen- 
nial Piano Fellowship given to 
an incoming student who gives 
‘an outstanding performance in 
live audition. 

She will perform her win- 
ning piece, Могат Piano 
Concerto in A Major, К 488, 
with the University of Min- 
mesota Symphony Orchestra 
on May 5, at the Ted Mann 


Pinay pianist 


до to Africa, 


US prize 


Keep discovering 


HIYAS Alejo Hila 


Concert Hall. 

Immediately after her per- 
formance, she will proceed to 
the Olson Campus Center of 
Luther Seminary in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, to perform in a 
‘winners’ concert. 

A Quimson Fellow of the 
Asian Cultural Council, Hila 
studies with Leventritt and 
Leeds Competition winner, 
professor Lydia Artymiw. 
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"Sellamillion" by Adam Roberts is 
a parody of JRR Tolkien's famous 
trilogy. With an experimental ver- 
slon of the "Lord of the Rings" In. 
the style of "Dr. Seuss,” this book 
will surely have you laughing 
nonstop. 


David Kindred's "Sound of Fury: 
The Paraliel Lives and Fateful 
Friendship of Muhammad All and 
Howard Cosell” recounts the un- 
likely alliance between the ulti- 
mate odd couple, sportscaster 
Howard Cosell and heavyweight 
‘champion Muhammad Ali. 


“Prisoner in the Garden: Opening 
Nelson Mandela's Prison Archive" 
provides a compelling insight into 
the elder statesman's 27 years in 
the Robben Island prison. 


Danielle Steele's new novel, 
"The House,” brilliantly captures 
опе woman's courageous 
choice to pour herself into a 
dream—and receive the gifts in 


Rich in detail, rollicking in style 
and endlessly engaging, James 
Morrow's "The Last Witchfinder, 
isa tour de force of historical fic- 
tion as it goes back to Restoration 
England and tells the story of a 
woman who will not rest until she 
puts the last witchtinder out of 
business. 


Celia Dart-Thornton brings us the 
second book of The Crowthistle 
Chronicles. "The Well of Tears" 
introduces us to Jewel, a beauti- 
ful maiden who is left with the. 
promise of true love and a power- 
ful secret. 
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Jackie Collins’ “Lovers and 
Players" is a highly charged 
love story about family rela- 
tionships, deadly choices 
and dangerous sex. 


“The Lizard's Bite" by David Hew- 
son delves into the shadowy world 
that йев beneath Venice's 
sparkling facade—a world where 
the usual rules do not apply. 


A page-turning, highly accom- 
plished thriller about а secretary 
in search for the truth after the. 
death of her boss whom she is 
madly in love with, “Sunstroke” 
by Jesse Kellerman, marks the 
emergence of one of the most 
distinctive new voices in the 


With more than 200 puzzles cre- 
ated especially for this book, “The 
Essential Book of Su Doku” ls a 
deceptively simple and complete- 
ly addictive number-placement 
game. It will surely bring hours of 
fun to first-time players as well as 
to those who have already fallen 
under its spell. 


The books are available at PowerBooks Specialty Store, which has 
branches at Greenbelt 4 (7576428 to 29), Megamall (6352898 to 99), 
‘Alabang Town Center (8505662 to 63), Glorietta (7527075), Shangri- 
La (6380023/25) and Robinsons Place Ermita (5233334/5243448). 
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LIFESTYLE 
onal Artist Tiempo names 
fellows to Dumaguete workshop 


ATIONAL ARTIST FOR 
N Literature Edith L. Tiempo, 
co-founder and director of 
the National Writers Workshop in 
Dumaguete City, has announced 
the list of Writing Fellows for the 
45th edition of the longest-running 
writing workshop in the country. 
For poetry, the fellows are Darwin Chiong 
and Michellan Kristine Sarile of De La Salle 
University, Andrea Teran of Ateneo de Manila 
University, and Ana Escalante Neri of UP 


Manila. 

For creative nonfiction, they are Patricia 
Evangelista of UP Diliman and Noel Pingoy of 
Davao Medical Center. 

For short fiction, the fellows are Douglas 
James Candano and Antonio Adrian Habana 
of Ateneo de Manila, Erika Jean Cabanawan 
of UP Los Baños, Larissa Mae Suarez of 
Philippine High School for the Arts, and Do- 
minique Cimafranca of University of San 
Carlos. 

Sponsored by the National Commission for 
Culture and the Arts (NCCA) and coordinated 
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by the Dumaguete Literary Arts Service 
Group (or Dula, Inc. headed by Ernesto Su- 
peral Yee), the workshop will be held at the 
CAP Building in Dumaguete City May 8-26. 

‘Among the panelists expected to assist 
Tiempo are Dumaguete-based writers Yee, 
Bobby Villasis and Cesar Ruiz Aquino, as well 
as guest panelists Rowena Torrevillas from 
the University of Iowa, R. Zamora Linmark 
from Honolulu and San Francisco, NCCA Lit- 
erature Committee chair Lito Zulueta, бё 
no Н. Abad, Marjorie Evasco, Susan Lara, DM 
Reyes, Anthony Tan and Krip Yuson. 


15 fellows to 13th 
Iligan National 
Writers Workshop 


THE NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR CULTURE AND ARTS 
(NCCA), Mindanao Creative Writers Group, Inc., and MSU- 
IIT Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research and Extension. 
(OVCRE) announce the 15 writing fellows to the 13th Шап 
National Writers Workshop on May 22-25 in Шап City. 

Fiction in English: Anna Felicia C. Sanchez, Marikina City; 
Catherine C. Bucu, Caloocan City; Monica S. Macansantos, 
Baguio City; Erwin A. Martinez, Caloocan City; and Romel 
Tomaring Villaflor, Cotabato City. All the fellows for fiction in 
English are from the University of the Philippines in Diliman. 

Other fellows in fiction: Piya Cruz Constantino (UP Dili- 
man), fiction in Filipino; Josua S. Cabrera (University of 
Cebu), fiction in Cebuano; Hermenigildo A. Sanchez (Cat- 
balogan, Samar) fiction in Waray; and Linda Cababa Es- 
pinosa (Western Mindanao State University), fiction in 
Chabacano. 

Poetry in Filipino: Mark Anthony Angeles, Manila (PUP); 
Carlos M. Piocos III, Quezon City (UP Diliman); Reggy C. 
Figer, Tacloban City (UP Diliman); and Hilda Rosca Nartea, 
‘Quezon City (UP Diliman). 

Other fellows in poetry: Greg Femandez (University of Cebu), 
poetry in Cebuano; and Lester Mark P Carnaje, lolo City (West 
Visayas State University), poetry їп Hiligaynon. 

Panelists this year are Rosario Cruz Lucero, Erlinda Kinta- 
nar Alburo, Merlie M. Alunan, Jaime An Lim, Steven Patrick 
C. Fernandez, Leoncio P Deriada, and Michael U. Obenieta, 
1996 writing fellow of the 3rd INWW and keynote speaker. 
this year. Workshop director is Christine Godinez Ortega. 

The 12th INWW proceedings, “The State of Constant Be- 
ginnings," edited by Godinez-Ortega and published by the 
MSU-IIT OVCRE, will be launched during the last day of the 
workshop. 
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CAN YOU SEE THIS PICTURE AS A CHILDREN'S STORY? 
Then join the 2006 Romeo Forbes Children's Storywriting Competition. 
The winner will receive P30,000. The winning story may also be published 
asa full-color children's storybook. Visit www.canvas.ph for details. 
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Book tackles Filipino family's 15-year stay in China 


ANVIL PUBLISHING, INC, AND THE 
Maningning Miclat Art Foundation announce 
the launching of the book, "Beyond the Great 
Wall" at National Bookstore, Shangrila 
Plaza, Edsa, Mandaluyong at 6 p.m., May 5. 

"The book is a selection of personal essays 
on China, the Chinese and being Filipino. It is 
written by UP professor, writer and poet, 
Mario Ignacio Miclat his wife Alma, and 
daughters Maningning and Banaue. The es- 
says tackle their 15-year sojourn in China 
from 1971 to 1986, covering the periods of 
Mao Zedong's Cultural Revolution, the death 
of Premier Zhou Enlai, the downfall of the 
Gang of Four, and the reforms initiated by 
“paramount leader,” Deng Xiaoping. 

Miclat, in his preface, says: "For 15 years, 
my family of native Filipinos lived in the shad- 
ows of the Great Wall. All through 1971 to 
1986, we experienced the Middle Kingdom in 


depth and breadth. We made regular sojourns. 
to different places, many of which were re- 
stricted not only to foreigners but also to the. 
ordinary Chinese. We were privileged to see a 
world beyond the Great Wall.” 

The book contains the authors’ personal es- 
says on the arts, culture, the economy, politics 
and society arranged under four headin; 
uating the family, searching for self, reversing 
the diaspora, and finding the nation. 

‘Alma Miclat is SVP of Data Center Design 
Corporation in Makati. Meanwhile, Banaue is 
a film and theater actress who is graduating 
in June with a Master of Fine Arts in Acting at 
Brooklyn College of the City University of 
New York. Maningning was a multi-awarded 
artist, poet and writer in Filipino, English and 
Chinese. 

‘The book will also be launched at the Cran- 
well International Center of Virginia Poly- 


technic Institute and State University in 
Blacksburg, Virginia, USA, on May 25. Sign- 
ing tours are also scheduled for New York and 
San Diego in spring. 

Published by Anvil Publishing, Inc., royal- 
ties and proceeds from the sale of the book 
will benefit the Maningning Miclat Art Foun- 
dation, Inc. (MMAFI), a non-stock, nonprofit 
organization. The MMAFI has been holding 
the Maningning Miclat Trilingual Poetry 
Competition during odd-numbered years and 
the Maningning Miclat Art Competition dur- 
ing even-numbered years. 

"This year, MMAFI will hold the art competi- 
tion for visual artists 28 years old and below 
with the grand prize winning P28,000 and a 
glass sculpture trophy by Ramon Orlina. E- 
mail — maningningfoundation@gmail.com, 
acmiclat2004@yahoo.com and міі 
wwwcmaningning.com for details. 


Tonight, these love verses will live in your skin 


By Ralph Semino Galán 
Contributor 


IN HIS THIRD BOOK OF POETRY, 
“Pulotgata: The Love Poems” 
(Anvil Publishing, 88 pages), Dan- 
ton Remoto delves the depths of 
the human heart through lyrics in 
English and Filipino 
that sing of the anxiety 
and the excitement, 
the agony and the ec- 
stasy which accompa- 
ny the act of love. 

The joy of loving and the con- 
summation of desire are celebrated in 
"Tonight I Will Live in Your Skin," (inspired 
by Pablo Neruda's penultimate love poem in 
“Veinte poemas de amor y una cancion deses- 
perada"), "Water," “Fire and Ice," “Autumn, 
"Room," "Black Silk Pajamas," "Song of the 
Flute," "Destination," "Dawn," "The Seat of 
Love,” "The Ring" and "Sky" 

Meanwhile, the pain of parting and the 
power of memory to redeem those special 
moments, which otherwise would be lost to 
oblivion, are articulated in the following 
pieces: "Childhood, “Burning Season,” 
"Chairs," “Snowstorm,” "Departure," "Rain," 
“Stairway” "In Tagaytay,” "Winter," “All the 
Clichés," “Ar Bellarmine” and "Song of Ru- 
mi” 

The poems in Filipino, whether of the first 
or second persuasion, are more precise and 
direct, penetrating the heart of the matter 
with the sharpest of inquiries and insights: 

"ano kayang bitag! Ang itinatago ng buhay! 
para sa akin?//” ["Pagdidilim 17]; "ibig mag- 
ing buhangin/upang masarayan//kahit min- 


= believing 
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san man lamang/ng kanyang talampakan// 

("Baler, na Bayan Niya”); “Pag-ibig ay tinig na 

tila sagwan/humahati sa dagat ng kawalar/” 

[Hindi Kinang ng Buwan”); “tinipong 

hininga ng mga mangingibig!—/at sandaling 

inisip/ang karahasan ng pag-asa” ["Kaba- 

lyero"]; “Ikaw,//na iniwan akong nag- 

lisa,/walang kaibigan//o kasama, /kundi mga 

wikang dayuhan//at paibaiba//" (“Wika”). 

‘There is a seeming simplicity 

in Remoto's poetry in his choice 

of words and images. He does not 

employ verbal fireworks. Nor does 

he rely on arcane and orphic 

tropes that confuse the reader into 

that something pro- 

found is being revealed. Instead, he 

uses carefully selected metaphors 

and similes to convey his thoughts and feel- 
ings. 


Image-based 

Imagism has had a very strong influence 
‘on Remoto's versifying, via Amygism (after 
‘Amy Lowell, who published the three-volume 
anthology “Some Imagist Poets") and the 
Bagay poetry espoused by Rolando Tinio and 
company. 

‘A close reading of the poems will reveal 
that they conform to most of the guiding prin- 
ciples of Imagism/Amygism, “that poetry 
should render particulars exactly and not 
deal in vague generalities, however magnifi- 
cent and sonorous,” and that “concentration 
is ofthe very essence of poetry.” 

The image-making of Remoto is best de- 
scribed as elemental, evoking connections 
between the male body and the natural 
world, between powerful emotions and stark 
details of flora and fauna. 

Here are some examples: “My breath will 
begin by flowering! in the caves of your 


ears]/" ["Tonight I Will Live in Your Skin" Е 
will be the Falls of Dochart hurtling it- 
self/down the hills of Breadalbane,/the rocks 
rumbling with my cascading force//[“Wa- 
тег]; "Water slides down/the leaves/like 
tongue on skin" ["Rain"]; “Swans skimmed 
the skin/of your surface/" [" Winter"); “sum- 
mer's thunder/lighting up the sky/oh 
thick/as desire/” "The Way We Live" 
fingers brushing against/the ferns in the 
mountain! of your hair//" ["Destination"]; 
“your lips brushing//like a butterfly's 
wing/against my lips/ [Dawn"]. 

Among the poems in Filipino with strong 
imagism are: “Duhat na hinog ang mga mata 
ng gabi” ["Gabi"); "Ша mga ibong hapo/na 
humahapon sa pugad/ng iyong puso//^ 
['Kaarawan"); "Sa aming likuran,/ang mga 
sanga/ay nagiging kandila./May talab/ang 
kanilang lagablab//" [Эп Тамар"); 
“Matang may kubling//lungkot,/mga salitang 
maigsi,/manipis раза hugis-suklay па 
buwan// ["Simula"]; At ang iyong mga 
daliri’y/naglalakbay, pumapa- 
sok/nawawala/sa mga шап ng aking 
buhok// ["Pulotgata"l 

"There is also a sense of immediacy to Re- 
moto's love lyrics, for almost all of the poems 
are written in the present or present perfect 
tense. Hence, the presence of the persona, 
the controlling consciousness, permeates the 
scene of each poem, the objective situation, 
even the spaces in between. 

Another interesting feature of Remoto's 
poetry is its capacity to transcend traditional 
gender barriers, despite its homosexual un- 
derpinnings. Except for a few homoerotic 
pieces, which some conservative readers 
might find rather offensive, most of the other. 
poems are written in good taste, with the 
right amount of tenderness and tenacity of 
spirit, 

^ А ^ 
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Tomescu, great artist, 


By Pablo А. Tariman 
Contributor 


THE TALK OF THE TOWN IS 
the seamless performances of 
Romanian violinist Alexandru 
Tomescu at Philamlife Theater, 
Pasig Museum and St, James the 
Great Parish Church in Ayala-Al- 
abang. 

The violinist dazzled critics 
and lay music lovers alike and 
left the crowd teary-eyed over 
his rendition of Massenets 
"Meditation" (from the opera 
“Thais”), which he had dedicat- 
ed to the late Maestra Dalisay 
Aldaba. 

To his audience, Tomescu was 
a prince of music. 

What moved me was the re- 
port that Tomescu did not just 
visit — Maestro Redentor 
Romero's grave for the ninth 
time at the Loyola Memorial 
Park in Marikina; he also 
brought along his expensive vio- 
lin and played De Guzman's 
“Bayan Ko” and Massenet’s 
"Meditation." When 1 told this 
to columnist Jullie Yap Daza, 
she felt her hair stand up. 

Yes, Tomescu played those 
pieces a cappella in memory of 


the Filipino musician who first 
introduced him to Filipino audi- 
ences. 

When he learned that his new 
Filipino fan, filmmaker Marilou 
Diaz Abaya, was observing her 
birthday recently, he disrupted 
his day-out to play the De Guz- 
тап and Massenet pieces for the 
celebrator. The director herself 
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was in tears during his perfor- 
mance at Philamlife Theater. 

"What Tomescu did to Romero 
and Abaya showed that the mu- 
sician is not just a great artist; 
he is also a great and generous 
person. 


In Cagayan de Oro 
How do you cope with a con- 


ALEXANDRU 
Tomescu, violinist 


cert held in a mall's cinema- 
house and with only an upright 
piano tasked to deliver a G Mi- 
nor Mendelssohn concerto 
with a chamber orchestra? 
Well, SM Cagayan de Oro 
City was the setting of the lat- 
est outreach concert of pianist. 
Ingrid Sala Santamaria and the 
Peace Philharmonic Philip- 


pines Chamber Players led by 
conductor Ariel Perez. 

When audiences started 
coming in, some of them with 
popcorn, Itold myself this con- 
cert should be called “Mozart 
and Mendelssohn In-Between 
Mouthful of Popcorn.” 

But my pessimism soon fad- 
ed when I witnessed a very at- 
tentive audience listening to 
the three movements of the 
Mendelssohn concerto, which 
capped ап afternoon of 
Mozart, Elgar and our very 
own Angel Pena (Prelude and 
Fugue on “Bahay Kubo") and 
Manuel Velez ("Sa Kabuki- 
ran"). 

To be sure, the Mercedes up- 
right piano had seen better 
days and even if the compari- 
son was out of the question, an 
electronic piano would have 
fared better. 

But Santamaria refused to 
be fazed by a bad upright. She 
actually played on it as though 
it were a Steinway grand. The 
molto allegro con fuoco and 
andante movements material- 
ized without major mishap, 
and the end of the presto 
movement was greeted with a 
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standing ovation and a clamor 
for an encore. 

The PPP Chamber Players 
was at its best. This was one 
concert recommended by 
Marissa Fernan of SM Cebu to 
SM Cagayan de Oro mall man- 
ager Paul Ferrer, and the result 
was sheer magic. 

In the post-concert recep- 
tion, this non-shopper admit- 
ted to Ferrer that art and com- 
merce could actually blend 
beautifully. I witnessed this 
happen in SM Cagayan de Oro 
City. 

In this SM setting, shoppers 
can actually watch the concert 
for free, if they can show pur- 
chase receipts worth P1,000. 

That music lovers in Ca- 
gayan de Oro came en masse 
after shopping to watch a 
Mendelssohn concerto is my 
latest encounter with classical 
music in an unlikely setting. 

“If you open the eyes of 
young audiences to classical 
music by shopping, then these 
concerts are all worth our 
time,” said pianist Santamaria, 
who seems to have introduced 
anew era of live orchestral mu- 
sic in the Visayas. 


Gantimpala holds auditions 


ADVENTIST Chamber Orchestra with Jonathan Arevalo Соо, Ingrid Santamaria, Evelyn Ronquillo (College of Music) 
and Olive Tolentino (University Publications) 


THE GANTIMPALA THEATER FOUNDATION 
(GTF) will hold auditions on May 18 (Actors 
Company) and May 19 (general), 2-7 p.m., at 
the Rehearsal Hall of Concert at the Park Au- 
ditorium, Luneta, Manila. 

‘The auditions signify the start of GTFs 29th 
season, said Tony S. Espejo, founding presi- 
dent and artistic director. 

The newly elected GTF board of trustees. 
are Ed Murillo, Roobak Valle, Perry Dizon, Bil 
ly Parjan and Len-Ag Santos Siasoco. 

‘Auditioners could either be male or female, 
ages 18-50 years old, with pleasing personali- 
ty with stage experience preferred but not re- 
quired, and fluent in Filipino and English. 

They must bring a resumé, a 2" x 2" color 


photograph, and must be ready to perform ex- 
cerpts from GTF plays. 

Тһе 29th season plays include the four clas- 
sics—"Florante at Laura,” “Kanser (Noli Me 
Tengere)," “El Filibusterismo,” “Ibong Adar- 
a"—and the fourth season of the GTF Na- 
tional Artist Production series featuring "For- 
ever/Call Me Flory” stage plays written by 
Wilfrido Maria Guerrero, National Artist for 
Theater 

GTFs TheatreNow will also be producing 
“Апр Tahanan ni Bernarda Alba,” "Sub-text," 
and "Si Tunying at ang Mahiwagang Libro ng 
Kasaysayan,” a children’s musical by José Vic- 
tor Torres about time traveling. 

Call 5365860 or 5280608. 


Adventist summer music festival 


THE ADVENTIST PHILHARMONIC 
Orchestra Development Program 
(Apo-DP) Summer Festival will fea- 
ture the Adventist Chamber Orches- 
tra with Ingrid Santamaria as piano 
soloist on May 21, 4 p.m., at the Equi- 
table-PCI Bank's Francisco Santiago 
Hall, Makati Avenue. 

The event is free to the public. 
Donations to the Apo-DP and Ad- 
ventist University of the Philippines 
College of Music building will be 


appreciated. 

‘The program pays tribute to Maes- 
tra Rizalina Buenaventura, "our na- 
tional treasure," according to Ros- 
alinda Orosa. It will feature Mozart's 
* IL Re Pastore Overture" (celebrating 
Mozart's 250th Birth Year), National 
Artist Antonino Buenaventura's "Pan- 
dango sa Iaw,” “Awit ng Kabataan,” 
“Philippines Triumphant,” and “Ode 
to the Republic," and Chopin's Piano 
Concerto No.1 in E Minor. 


Conductor is Jonathan Arevalo 
Coo. 

Through a venue grant from the 
Manila Chamber Orchestre (MCO) 
Foundation and Equitable PCI Bank, 
the Adventist University of the Philip- 
pines is gathering musicians around 
Luzon toward realizing its mission to 
form the Adventist Philharmonic Or- 
chestra. 

For ticket reservations, call 0921- 
2172617. 
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Globe Broadband connects Boracay beach to the rest 
Gf tho world, Subscribe to Worldpass or purchase. 
Worldpase prepaid vouchers and catch up with your 
friends while you catch the blazing sun, You can also video 
stream and play games as you work on your tan. 
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at SM Sup 


“If you look the same, join the game!” That's the invitation 
SM Supermalls is extending to all moms and daughters as part of its 
Mother’s Day celebrations simultaneously held in all 23 SM 
branches nationwide during the month of May 2006! 


The SM Supermalls Mother and Daughter Look-Alike Contest is open to all mother and daughter 
pairs who bear a close physical resemblance to each other. A complete head-to-toe beauty 
make-over awaits the top finalists for each mall with the three (3) Grand Finalist Mother and 
Daughter pairs winning cash prizes and other goodies. 
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